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[ diminishi

Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Thesaurus
diminish *1J)
verb

1.
Synonyms: abridge 1, curtail, lessen, minify

2.

Synonyms: decrease, abate, ||bate, close, drain
(away), dwindle, lessen, reduce, taper, taper off
Related Word: ebb, subside, wane; moderate,
temper; attenuate, extenuate

Contrasted words: aggravate, enhance,
heighten, intensify

3.

Synonyms: decry 2, abuse, belittle, depreciate,
derogate, detract (from), disparage, dispraise,
minimize, write off

Commwunity crested content

(& diminishi Q

3. diminishing returns when the profits or
advantages you are getting from something stop
increasing in relation to the effort you are making

= decrease to become less in number or
amount: The average rainfall has decreased by
around 30 percent.

= go down to decrease. Go down is less formal
than decrease and is the usual word to use in
conversation: Unemployment has gone down in
the past few months.

= decline formal'to decrease — used with
numbers or amounts, or about the level or
standard of something: The standard of living has
dedlined. | Support for the government is steadily
declining. | Salaries have declined by around
4.5%.

= diminish to become smaller or less important:
Union membership diminished from 30,000 at its
height to just 2,000 today.

(& diminishi
=

=

Babylon English
diminish ")

v. w  make smaller, reduce; become smaller

E Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English
diminish "))

di - min - ish AC fda minz[, d1" min1f/ verb
[Date: 1400-1500; Origin: diminue (14-16
centuries), from Old French diminuer, from Latin
minuere ‘to make less

1. [intransitive and transitive] to become or make
something become smaller or less SYN reduce:

The party’s share of the electorate has
diminished steadily.

These drugs diminish blood flow fo the brain.
2. [transitive] to deliberately make someone or
something appear less important or valuable than
they really are:

Dont let him dii

inish your achiev

But that's not to diminish the importance of his
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BARRON'S Orientation to the TOEFL®iBT

Welcome, ABC

In order to take the Test, choose a mode and then click a test section. Progress Key:

D Not Started

- ﬂ LJ.-_J D,‘ D Complete

Practice Test 01 | Reading I I Listening ﬂ Speaking n Writing
Practice Test 02 ‘ Reading | I Listening n Speaking ! Writing
Practice Test 03 ‘ Reading | I Listening ﬂ Speaking n Writing
Practice Test 04 ‘ Reading | I Listening ﬂ Speaking ! Writing
Practice Test 05 ‘ Reading | I Listening n Speaking n Writing
Practice Test 06 ‘ Reading | I Listening = Speaking = Writing
Practice Test 07 ‘ Reading | I Listening n Speaking n Writing
Practice Test 08 | Reading | I Listening n Speaking n Writing

All Sections

All Sections

All Sections

All sections

All Sections

All Sections

All Sections

All Sections
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Groundwater —

Groundwater is the word used to describe water that saturates the ground, filling all the
available spaces. By far the most abundant type of groundwater is meteoric water; this
is the groundwater that circulates as part of the water cycle. Ordinary meteoric water is
water that has soaked into the ground from the surface, from precipitation (rain and
snow) and from lakes and streams. There it remains, sometimes for long periods, before
emerging at the surface again. At first thought it seems incredible that there can be
enough space in the "solid” ground underfoot to hold all this water.

The necessary space is there, however, in many forms. The commonest spaces are
those among the particles—sand grains and tiny pebbl f loose, uncor
sand and gravel. Beds of this material, out of sight beneath the soil, are common. They
are found wherever fast rivers carrying loads of coarse sediment once flowed For
example, as the great ice sheets that covered North America during the last ice age
steadily melted away, huge volumes of water flowed from them. The water was always
laden with pebbles, gravel, and sand, known as glacial outwash, that was deposited as
the flow slowed down.

The same thing happens to this day, though on a smaller scale, wherever a sediment-
laden river or stream emerges from a mountain valley onto relatively flat land, dropping

its load as the current slows: the water usually spreads out fanwise, depositing the
sediment in the form of a smooth, fan-shaped slope. Sediments are also dropped where

a river slows on entering a lake or the sea, the deposited sediments are on a lake floor

or the seafloor at first, but will be located inland at some future date, when the sea level -
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An introductory sentence

Answer choices

Ist 2nd

3rd 4th

Sth 6th
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At first, Freud tried conventional, physical methods of treatment such as giving baths, massages,
rest cures, and similar aids. But when these failed he tried techniques of hypnosis that he had seen
used by Jean-Martin Charcot. Finally, he borrowed an idea from Jean Breuer and used direct verbal
communication to get an un-hypnotized patient to reveal unconscious thoughts.

Sample Notes — Freud 1% — used phys. trtment; e.g., baths, etc. This fld. 2" — used hypnosis (fr.
Charcot) Finally — used vrb. commun. (fr. Breuer) — got unhpynop, patnt to reveal uncons. thoughts.
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Talk about a book you have read that was important to you for some reason. Explain why the book w=5 important to you. Give specific details and
examples to explain your answer.
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1. Talk about a book you have read that was important to you for some reason. Explain why the
book was important to you. Give specific details and examples to explain your answer.

o 1984

e Written by famous novelist George Orwell

e Characters are well-developed and story is quite fascinating and fun to read

e First book in English

e Learn about politics, revolutions etc.

2. Choose a place you go to often that is important to you and explain why it is important. Please
include specific details in your explanation.

e Park near my home

e Spend my leisure time

e Enjoy the quiet and peaceful atmosphere+fresh air

e Concentrate on my thoughts

e Get away from all troubles of life

e Can meet new people+make friends
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1. Some people believe that television has had a positive influence on society. Others believe it has
had a negative influence on society. Which do you agree with and why? Use details and examples to
explain your opinion.
e Positive;
e Increases level of awareness: news

e Broaden our knowledge: educational programs, documentaries
e An entertainment source: movies, TV series, and music videos

2. Some college students choose to take courses in a variety of subject areas in order to get a broad
education. Others choose to focus on a single subject area in order to have a deeper understanding
of that area. Which approach to course selection do you think is better for students and why?
e Focus on a single subject area;
e If you want to become an expert in your field of study, the only way to do so.... Otherwise,
confused/distracted. ..
e Easier to get a good job with a decent pay and a promising future because employers always
try to find experts in the field...
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e The  {article/letter/announcement}  {says/proposes/suggests}  that  the university
{should[n’t])/will/is going to/is planning to/is planning on —ing/plans to/has decided to}
{since/because/[in order] to/in order that/so that}  and [also]

e In the conversation, the {(wo)man/student} {[totally/strongly] disagrees with/doesn’t
like/opposes/is [totally/strongly] against} * [for {some/several/the following/two [main]} reasons].
e In the conversation, the {(wo)man/student} {believes/thinks/says/states/feels/argues} that {the
two reasons are totally unconvincing} [for {some/several/the following/two [main]} reasons].

o {First/Firstly/First of all/For one thing/In the first place}, [(s)he/the (wo)man/the student]
[believes/thinks/says/states/feels/argues] [that] _

e {The/His/Her} first reason is that ___

e In {her/his} opinion,

e {Second/Secondly/Besides/Plus/Also/Furthermore/In addition}, [(s)he/the (wo)man/the student]
[also] [believes/thinks/says/states/feels/argues] [that]

¢ [And] {another/the other} {thing/concern} is that

e [And] {{another/the other} reason/the second {point/reason}} [(s)he gives/(s)he mentions/for the
(wo)man/from the (wo)man] is that

Some useful phrases:

*{this/the/the school’s/the university’s} [new/upcoming]
{plan/policy/decision/idea/proposal/suggestion [that/made
by]/article/letter/announcement/change/changing plan/idea [of —ing]}

*that opinion/that idea/the {points made/opinions stated] in the {article/letter/announcement}

e [As] for the [1st/2nd] {point about (the space/few students riding the bus)/{reason [that
___]/suggestion [that 1} {(s)he/the (wo)man/the student}
{believes/thinks/says/states/feels/argues} [that] {the plan/with this new change}

e Doesn’t {believe/think/feel} [that]

e {(s)he} adds that

e {(s)he} {points out/holds the point/holds the opinion}

e [(s)he/the (wo)man/the student] [believes/thinks/says/states/feels/argues] in doing so,

e [And/But] [now] with this new change
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¢ He is against the proposal’s second opinion mainly because
e The {writer/article/letter/announcement} is also wrong about the 2nd point about the ___, which
opposes the claim [made] {in/by} the {writer/article/letter/announcement/reading}.

ol (! i (S Kisnd + KW 5 1S 5) £ 5l JNogw —F—T'—0
Sy oo LS T 4 Sloeiogs asll [0 g oo chy s cede Vel (e SO0 lal pyle> e 4o
90 3)lg0 B 0 b SS wg oad ALl PMasl 850 10 a5 Slsgl g0l sede SliiSe SO0 (o
O ygmo a0 4]yl Jlie dans sy 45 09d oo dltwled Lok 5 Jlges 5o ol 0 e g dos Lioles]
odpw Lol 3 g jo sade PMasl iy j25 peditns job 4y canl (1o dizj2 a2 0 liS 1) ele PR
a5 sl &y p)lor Jlhw (ol Bua s (Sliisen 5 e e LI 618 lp el e (Jg 95
S5 g0 Slgiden 0S o 4N j5bo 4 1) 050 s 0351 (g b 30 galox ‘Y&"M) O (09y° dbex G o
oY oley o 1y St JS L oS m e ol 50 wisd o0 )15 a5 slag] logas «liy> olo )l

D9 oo oLQ...‘...... 1) (GOGms Lg)loﬁ:&blooli )92_'.“\.3

WS oo iy y25 | Mol 45T (GulST (galez (gad

6,S5 llae 5 olisr i b ogd e i) a5 lalie b Jlie slaoslsads

wload 03,01 25 50 prlexr S5 @ Guly 1 Lial) loc e diges (> 5
e [The term| is {a(n)/the} [kind of/type of] {process/phenomenon/
behavior/tendency/ability/principle/theory/concept/{defense/marketing/advertising/business}
{strategy/practice}/|what it is|[} [by which/in which/where/of/that]
e [The term| {means/suggests/shows/is} that
e [The term| {happens/occurs} when
e |Explanations of the term|. This
{process/phenomenon/behavior/tendency/ability/principle/theory/concept/strategy/practice} is
called |the term|.
e The {process/phenomenon/behavior/tendency/ability/principle/theory/concept/strategy/practice}
that |Explanations of the term| is called |the term|.

e In the professor’s [1st/2nd] example (s)he says that
e In the example, the professor says that

Yy

forum.konkur.in



www.konkur.in

e The {professor/lecturer} {uses/takes/mentions/gives/provides} {his [own/friend’s]
experience(s)/research results/an experiment/an example [of __ ]/two examples/examples of _ }
to {illustrate/demonstrate/explain} {this/it/|the term|/this
[process/phenomenon/behavior/tendency/ability/principle/theory/concept/strategy/practice]}.

e The {professor/lecturer} {uses/takes/mentions/gives/provides} {{|the example: a film he used to
see/his friend| as an example/the example of  /{his/her} [own/friend’s] experience (in a computer
company)} [to {illustrate/demonstrate/explain} *].

e The professor {illustrates/demonstrates/explains} [*] with {two studies/his own experience/by
providing examples from ___and ___ /with an experiment}.

e Inthe exampleof _ ,

e In {the/his/her} {first/second} {example/experience}, [the professor talks about]

e The first example is [about/when/that]

e For {example/instance},

e The professor says

e In the example, he

e {Two examples are given in the lecture/There are two examples}

e {The first/The second/Another} example is {that/when}

e According to  the  {professor/lecture(r)}, a  {study/research/experiment}  was
{done/conducted/carried out} to {illustrate/demonstrate/explain} *.

e The professor {uses/takes/mentions/gives/provides} a {study/research/experiment} to
{illustrate/demonstrate/explain} *. In the {study/research/experiment},

e There is a(n) {experiment/research/study} to {illustrate/demonstrate/explain} *. In the
{experiment/research/study},

e There are two {examples/situations} of this. The first one is [about]

e The professor goes on to further explain that by stating his own experience.
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e The {(wo)man/student} {{is/was} supposed/needs} to __, but [the problemis] __

e The {(wo)man/student}’s {problem is/got a problem} that
e The problemisthat

e {[T]here are/(s)he has/They talk about} two [possible] {solutions/options/choices/suggestions}
[for {the (wo)man/him/her}] [to solve the problem].

¢ [So,/[And] now/Accordingly,] the {(wo)man/professor} {offers/proposes/suggests/gives
[him/her]/came up with} two [possible] {solutions/options/choices/suggestions} for {the
(wo)man/him/her} [to solve the problem].

e The first [solution/option/choice/suggestion/one] is {to/that} . [And] the {second/other}
[solution/option/choice/suggestion/one] is {to/that} .

e One is {to/that} . The {second/other} is {to/that} .

e (S)He could ___; {or/alternatively}, (s)he could __ [instead].

e [In my opinion,/Personally,/According to my understanding,/Considering the options and
problems,] I {think/guess} the {first/second} {solution/option/choice/suggestion/one} {is/would
be/could be/jthe solution|} {a better idea/[much] better} [for {him/her}] [for {some/two/the
following} reasons/, because].
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e * | {think/guess/suggest that} the (wo)man should . [Otherwise, ]

e * | {think/guess} the (wo)man {should/had better} {take/choose} the {first/second}
{solution/option/choice/one}. [That’s because]

e | would {recommend {him/her/the (wo)man}/prefer} {to/the first {solution/option/choice/one}}

ol recommend {him/her} to {take/choose} the {first/second}
{solution/option/choice/suggestion/one}.
o If I were {him/her/the (wo)man}, I’d {take/choose}

e Some useful phrases:

e Firstofall, . Secondly, .Also, .Besides, .Plus, .What’smore,

e The other {solution/option/choice} is not a good {solution/option/choice/idea/one}
{since/because}

e {The other {solution/option/choice/suggestion}/|explanation of the solution|} {is/would be}
comparatively a bad idea.

e In doing so,

e In this way, [(s)he’s able to/(s)he can]

e as (S)he {says/said/mentions/mentioned},

e (s)he {mentions/mentioned} [in the conversation] that

e This is the only way [for {him/her}]to

o {That/It/The first solution} {might be/is/will} a little risky {since/because}

e 'm pretty sure

e The (wo)man’s really worried

e [but] (s)he needsto

e This is the safe solution here

____1t’s still reasonable to do so.
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e {The first/One [of the]} [one/*] is [to/that/about] [, that is ___ /which [is/can] __ /which
refersto __ /inorderto . For example,
e {The second/The other/Another} [one/*] is [to/that/about] [, that is __ /which [is/can]
___Iwhichrefersto ___ /inorderto __]. For instance,
*type/kind/strategy/way/factor/feature/characteristic

Some useful phrases:
e Take _ {for example/for instance/as an example},
e In the {experiment/research/commercial/advertisement}

e Inthisway,
e  meansthat
¢S50,

e First, . Then, . Later, . Afterthat, . Atlast, . Afterawhile, . Now,
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e [reading passage/reading/passage/writer/author]

o [lecturer/lecture/speaker/professor/listening]

e the [passage] [claims/asserts/alleges/contends/maintains/argues/believes] that

o the [lecturer] [claims/asserts/alleges/contends/maintains/argues/believes] that

e [explain/clarify/elucidate/illustrate/prove/show/demonstrate/express/state/say/
recite/relate/narrate/recount/point out/set forth/put
forward/posit/suggest/propose/presume/presuppose/assume/
premise/postulate/remark/mention/bring up the idea/hold the view/underline the fact/highlight the
fact/point to the fact/raise the example of]

e [claim, assertion, allegation, contention, statement, explanation, point, idea, assessment, opinion,
view, viewpoint, standpoint, supposition, assumption, theory, hypothesis, cause, reason, example,
fact, belief, policy, plan, solution, approach, scheme]

! synthesizing
2 paraphrasing
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o [refute/refuse/repudiate/rebut/reject/disprove/discredit/dismiss/deny/decline/contradict/counter/in
validate]

e [challenge/question]

e the professor [disagrees with the passage and states that __ /refutes this explanation because he
believes that __ /casts doubt on this claim by bringing up ___ /proves that this claim is indefensible
by pointing out that ]

e the lecturer finds this idea
[debatable/indefensible/contestable/arguable/disputable/problematic/questionable/controversial/cont
entious]

e [strengthen, support, weaken]

e according to the passage/professor

e as stated by the lecturer,

e in view of the author

e asasserted in the reading,

e [regarding/due to] the fact that

e isfollowedby

e which [leads to/results in/supported the idea]

e unlike the reading which claims that | the professor says that

e despite the statement in the reading passage that

e contrary to the belief in the reading passage that

e It is because

e Thereasonisthat

e He further asserts that

e The reading provides three reasons to clarify this ___, suggesting that
e the professor questions ___ claimed by the passage.

e the professor begins with the fact that

o therefore, the reasons are not conclusive enough to deduce that

e The reading passage supports the idea of __ , while lecturer opposes the idea by giving
contradicting statements and examples.

e this contradicts what is stated in the passage that

e the listening, in contrast, holds a different view that ___

e, which challenges the standpoint made by the writer who said that
e Hence, the point in the passage that ___is not convincing
e, challenging the view in the reading passage that

e The reading believes that __ providing three reasons, which are contradicted by the following
lecture.

e Conversely, the lecturer repudiates this approach, reasoning that this solution is unlikely to be
successful since_

e suggests by [giving/using/citing/mentioning] the example of
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By [presenting, providing, suggesting, explaining, mentioning, proposing] three [theories,
causes, advantages, drawbacks, arguments, reasons, examples, facts, pieces of evidence,
measures, justifications, explanations], the reading [alleges that, tries to explain] . The
lecturer, however, points out that . 2The lecturer, conversely, illustrates that none of the
[points, arguments, hypotheses, statements] discussed in the reading is convincing, citing
three reasons to refute them.

First, the author asserts that . Nonetheless, the professor finds this assessment questionable
by bringing up the fact that .

Furthermore, according to the passage __[; while/. On the contrary,] the lecturer contends
that .

Finally, the writer holds that . In contrast, the professor contradicts this assertion by stating
that .
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TPO21 (303 words):

By presenting three arguments, the reading alleges that planting genetically modified trees has
many benefits. The lecturer, however, points out that despite the benefits associated with planting
such trees, they are not as great as they sound.

First, the author asserts that genetically modified trees are more resistant than their unmodified
counterparts, raising the example of pest-resistant papaya trees in Hawaii that are resistant to ring
spot virus infections. Nonetheless, the professor finds this assessment questionable by bringing up
the fact that being gentically resistant to one condition does not ensure the survival of that species
inasmuch as genetically modified trees are unifrom. Therefore, when they are faced with a harsh
condition such as climate change or pests, they will all die; whereas natural trees are not genetically
uniform, so even if most of the trees are killed by harsh conditions, some of them will survive.

Furthermore, according to the passage modified trees are economically beneficial to farmers, since
they grow faster and give higher yields. On the contrary, the lecturer contends that there are hidden
costs associated with modified trees. The companies that produce such trees charge the farmers for
the seeds. In addition, according to law, farmers ought to pay every time they plant the trees using
the seeds of those trees.

Finally, the writer holds that planting modified trees will prevent overexploitation of wild trees
because modified trees grow faster and have higher yields, thereby satisfying the demands for
firewood and timber. Also, they will help save endangered species of trees. In contrast, the
professor contradicts this assertion by stating that planting modified trees can cause more damage
owing to their aggressive fast growth. When planted among natural trees, modified trees will
outcompete the natural trees over resources such as water and soil nutrients, thus crowding out
those natural trees.
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TPO23 (370 words):

By presenting three therories, the reading tries to explain the main reason for the decline of yellow
cedars in northwestern North America. The lecturer, however, points out that we still do not know
the main reason for this decline, and none of the explanations in the reading is adequate, citing three
reasons to refute them.

First, the author asserts that cedar dark beetle, which is an insect parastie, is probably responsible
for this decline since the beetle larvae eat the cedar wood. Nonetheless, the professor finds this
theory questionable by bringing up the fact that healthy cedars are resistant to the insect on the
grounds that their barks and leaves are saturated with a powerful chemical that can kill the insect.
Thus, they are unlikely to suffer from the insect. On the other hand, beetles attac cedar trees that are
already damaged and are going to die anyway. Therefore, beetles are not the fundamental cause of
cedar decline.

Furthermore, according to the passage brown bears can be the main reason for this decline
inasmuch as their aggressive eating habits can weaken the cedar tree because they claw at the tree to
eat its bark, which is rich in sugar. On the contrary, the lecturer contends that even though bears'
eating habits can be the reason for the decline in some cases, it cannot be the cause of its overall
decline. This is because trees are declining on some islands there, while no bear lives on those
island, indicating that the tree is declining with or without the bears. Thus, bears are not responsible
for the decline.

Finally, the writer holds that gradual climate change has affected the time when the root of cedar
trees start to grow. So, the roots start growing earlier in winter, thus being damaged on the freezing
nights. In contrast, the professor contradicts this hypothesis by stating that the readind has forgot to
take one factor into account: more trees are dying in lower regions where the temperature is higher.
If freezing is the cause of decline, more trees must have been died in higher regions. Even though
the climate change has made roots to be more sensitive, it is not what is killing the trees.
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TPO43 (331 words):

By presenting three solution, the reading tries to offer several methods that architects can employ in
their designs to prevent birds from getting harmed by glasses used in buidings. The lecturer,
however, points out that none of the solutions offered by the reading will effectively stop birds from
getting injured, citing three reasons to refute the proposed solutions.

First, the author asserts that by using one-way glass, which is transparent in one direction, the birds
cannot see through a window; hence, they will not fly through it. Nonetheless, the professor finds
this assessment questionable by bringing up the idea that one-way glass will cause another problem
for birds: they will reflect like mirrors and birds are not able to understand mirrors. As a result, they
will perceive the reflection of things such as sky or trees as real and they will fly through the glass,
thus getting injured.

Furthermore, according to the passage by painting colorful lines on regular glass, birds would see
the lines and thus avoid flying through the glass; while the lecturer contends that the problem with
colorful lines is that the design includes openings, which birds perceive as open holes and fly
through them. Therefore, the unpainted areas must be extremely small in order to be effective, but
this will result in darker areas inside the building.

Finally, the writer holds that birds could be guided away from the buidings that are in their flight
path by using powerful electromagnets that manipulates the Earth's magnetic filed, which birds use
as a compass for navigation purposes. In contrast, the professor contradicts this assertion by stating
that this method will not work inasmuch as birds use Earth's magnetic field only when they flight
very long distances. For instance, when they want to travel from a cold country to a warm one, they
use the magnetic field. Nevertheless, the do not use magnetic field for short trips in cities, instead
they use light and their eyes to travel in cities.
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TPO48 (295 words):
By proposing three methods, the reading tries to address the problem of declining frog populations
around the world. The lecturer, however, points out that none of the methods proposed by the

reading is a practical solution to this problem, citing three reasons to refute them.

First, the author asserts that if regulations prevent farmers from using pesticides, which spreads
from farmland into neighboring frog habitats, it would reduce the harm pasticides do to frogs.
Nonetheless, the professor finds this assessment questionable by bringing up the idea that reducing
pesticide usage is not economically practical for farmers inasmuch as they rely on pesticides to be
able to compete in the market. Stricter laws would be disadvantageous to farmers since without

pesticides farmers would lose their crops.

Furthermore, according to the passage researchers have developed an antifungal medication to kill
the fungus that kills frogs by dehydrating them via thickening their skins, and if they use it on a
large scale, they will protect frog populations from infection. On the contrary, the lecturer contends
that this plan is problematic since this medication must be applied to each frog individually, which
is difficult on a large scale. Moreover, this plan would not prevent frogs' offsprings from fungus
infection, indicating that the medication should also be applied to each generation of frogs, which is

both expensive and complicated.

Finally, the writer holds that frog habitsts are threatened by human activities. If these habitats were
better protected from excessive water use and development, frog species would recover. In contrast,
the professor contradicts this assertion by stating that while this plan seems like a good idea, it
would not save frog species because the real problem is not human activities. Global warming is the
major cause for the disappearance of frogs.

2
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TPO49 (297 words):

By presenting three arguments, the reading alleges that when humpback whales migrate long
distances, they navigate by the stars. The lecturer, however, points out that even though the theory
that they use stars for navigation is a fascinating one, the evidence for this is not convincing.

First, the author asserts that these whales are so intelligent that they are able to use a complex
system of sensory stimuli such as stars for navigation. Nonetheless, the professor finds this
assessment questionable by bringing up the idea that other less intelligent animals, such as ducks,
which have an average intelligence, use stars for navigation, thus indicating that there seems to be
no connection between overall intelligence and star navigation.

Furthermore, according to the passage humpback whales migrate in direct lines, implying that they
use an external force or object for orientation. Since in open ocean whales cannot rely on land
features for navigation, they use stars at night to provide them with such external signs. On the
contrary, the lecturer contends that there is a different explanation for their migrating in straight
lines. These whales use Earth's magnetic field for navigation because they have biomagnetites in
their brains. Therefore, they use Earth's magnetic field as the external force by which they maintain
direction over long distances.

Finally, the writer holds that whales exhibit a rare behavior known as spy-hopping. One explanation
for this behavior is that they look at stars to get information for navigation. In contrast, the professor
contradicts this assertion by stating that this behavior has nothing to do with navigation inasmuch as
some other marine animals, such as sharks, show this behavior, while they never migrate.
Moreover, whales display this behavior during the day, which disproves this explanation, thereby
indicating that this theory is pure speculation.
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TPO11 (456 words):

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

Some people say that the Internet provides people with a lot of valuable information. Others think
access to much information creates problems. Which view do you agree with?

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

In today's modern world, information and its related technologies have become an inextricable part
of people's lives. The Internet, one of the most prominent components of information technology,
has provided an unlimited access to [a] huge amount of information, thereby rasing a lot of
controversies among specialists as well as normal people. [In this regard,] Some are of the opinion
that the information found on the Internet is valuable, whereas some others believe otherwise,
reasoning that endless access to such enormous amoun of information could engeder many
problems for its users. I, personally, subscribe to the former group, and the reasons for holding this

opinion are elaborated upon hereunder.

First, the information found on the internet is beneficial to people in many ways. People can find
the solution to their problems. They can use the Internet as a reference, for example, to find
different cures for ailments. Findig the products that people need is another constructive aspect of
the Internet. Using online search engines, people are able to readily find the things that [they] need
such as clothing, foods, books, technical equipment, houses, and so forth. Moreover, the Internet
could be accessed virtually everywhere owing to its pace of development over the world. People
can use it while traveling, commuting to work, or even when they are in the most remote places on
Earth. Another advantage of using the Internet is that its information do not cost money, inasmuch
as there are countless websites that provide valid information about various subjects and issues,

including the news, educational materials, and scientific resources.

Furthermore, another merit of the Internet is the amount of information on it. Even though this is a
little frightening, it will not cause any problems for the users. Websites that provide information are
under supervision by different regulatory organizations or intelligence agencies, which are capable
of tracking the websites and finding its location and its owners. With such heavy administration,
there is no way for websites to violate the law. In addition, many countries filter inappropriate
websites based on their cultures and religion. For example, China and Iran are implementing
extremely sophisticated algorithms to seek and find such websites, and then block them, thus

making them inaccessible to people.

In conclusion, using the information found on the Internet has helped people in many ways.
Additioanlly, the information do not cost money and it is easily accessible almost to everybody
everywhere. Moreover, as a result of administration imposed by many agencies and oraganizations,
the infomation found on the Internet cannot make problems for the users. Taking all these facts into
account, one can realize that the amount of information that the Internet [provides] not only creates
[no] problem, but also is beneficial to its users.
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TPO12 (446 words):

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

It is better to have broad knowledge of many academic subjects than to specialize in one specific
subject.

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Nowadays, with the development of science and technology, universities are capable of offering
countless courses in many areas of science. In societies, however, having various skills and careers
is replaced with specilization in one job. In other words, people have started focusing on their jobs
instead of having multiple jobs and living a self-sufficient life. In this regard, some people are of the
opinion that having a broad knowledge of many academic subjects is better than specilization in one
specific subject, whereas others believe otherwise. I, personally, subscribe to the latter group's idea,
and the reasons for holding this view are elaborated upon hereunder.

First, one will be able to be more successful in his or her (awkward-sounding structure; use plural
instead) future job if they choose a specific subject in their academic studies. In the today's
sophisticated sociteies, employers are always trying to find specialists in the field that they need,
and they do not need an employee who is Jack-of-all-trades but master of none. They need a person
who has specific skills such as ability to work with a particular software, a machine, or a tool. If the
person is not specialized in the required areas, the employees will not hire them inasmuch as having
a broad, yet shallow, knowledge is not enough for working in such postions. In addition, specilized
persons are always in priority for hiring and they are the first ones that will be hired when there are
many applicants for a particular job position. If companies want to hire a person to do a specialized
task, they will look for the most qualified person. Therefore, specialized persons will be more likely
to be chosen for that postition.

Furthermore, specialized employees will receive higher salaries since there are fewer people who
are able to do their job. When a person has a particular skill that no one else has, not only can they
easily find a career, but also they are more likely to be paid more because there is less competition
for their job position. For example, in an engineering company, an engineer's salary is much higher
than that of a regular worker since regular workers do not have a special skill and they could be
found everywhere.

In conclusion, by studying a specializd subject in college, students will be more successful in their
future jobs. Moreover, they are in priority to be hired by employers thanks to their specialized
skills. They will also receive higher salaries since no one else can do their jobs. Taking all these
facts into account, it is crystal clear that studying a specialized subect in school is more promising
than having a broad knowledge by studying various academic subjects.
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TPO13 (438 words):

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

The extended family (grandparents, cousins, aunts, and uncles) is less important now than it was in
the past.

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

With the development of modern societies, the influence of extended family on people's lives have
become increasingly important. Families are in constant interaction with their extended family
members in various ways. In this regard, as the society is always changing, the importance of
extended family over time is altering as well. Whereas some are of the opinion that its significance
has decreased over time, others believe otherwise, contending that it is now more important than it
was in the past. I, personally, subscribe to the former group's view, and the reasons for holding this
opinion are elaborated upon hereunder.

First, people in the past were much closer to each other, thus having more influence on other
people's lives. They live[d] in villages and small cities, where they relied on other people's help,
especially the ones who were closer to them. For example, if parents did not have enough time to
take care of their children, they would have to rely on other members of their extended family. This
would also force people to live closer to their extended family members, thereby visiting them more
often. As a result, people, by and large, had closer relationships with their extended family
members. In contrast, today in modern societies, people do not need to live in close proximity since
there are countless experts in innumerable fields who can take care of every need that families has.
A child care institution, for instance, could help parents with their kids instead of leaving the kids in
their grandparents' hands; hence, such institutions alleviate the need for living close to extended
family members.

Furthermore, nowadays families are limited to fewer children, that is, parents do not have as many
kids as they had in the past. Thanks to the increased life quality in modern societies, families tend to
have fewer children, thus minimizing the high costs of living in these societies. This has reduced the
number of the members of extended families even in the rural areas. Therefore, the impact that
extended families had on people's lives in the past has diminished, declining its importance in
today's lives.

In conclusion, the extended family nowadays has less influence on people's lives because people do
not live close to their extended family members. In addition, they do not rely on their extended
family members owing to the presence of experts and institution that can fulfill families' essential
needs. Moreover, families are inclined to have fewer children, which will limit the impact that
extended faimilies have on their lives. Taking all these arguments into account, it is crystal clear
that the extend family has lost its significance.
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TPO16 (470 words):

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?
The best way to travel is in a group led by a tour guide.
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Traveling to other cities and countries has its own challenges and problems. By hiring a tour guide,
some people try and avoid such complications in their travels, though it is not the best choice. In
this regard, some people believe that traveling with a tour guide gives the best experience, whereas
some others think otherwise, reasoning that hiring a tour guide is only a waste of money, and people
can handle their travel by their own. I, personally, subscribe to the former group's idea, and the
reasons for holding this view are elaborated upon hereunder.

First, by recruiting a tour guide, tourists will face fewer problems in their travels. Traveling to new
locations has many potential problems. Travelers may get into trouble in a new location since they
do not know the customs and traditions of the local people there. For example, some ethnic groups
[may] have special behaviors, or may dress according to their culture. Therefore, people who are
not familiar with such customs and traditions may get themselves into trouble with the locals.
Nevertheless, if they travel with a tour guide, they will never come across these misunderstandings
inasmuch as the tour guide is familiar with the local people and their culture. In addition, a tour
guide can help travelers with their expenses by getting them some tips about the things that they
want to buy, the foods they eat, or the paths they should take.

Furthermore, a tour guide knows everything about the place that the travelers will visit; hence, he or
she can help travelers broaden their perspective about the new place. When travelers visit a place
for the first time, they do not know anything about that place. However, the tour guide, who is
already familiar with the place, can provide the travelers with a great deal of information about the
place. Travelers can get information about different places such as landscapes, museums, tourist
resorts, and so forth. Not only will tourists be able to learn many things about the place that they
visit, but also they can easily travel between different locations. The tour guide is a great navigator,
which can be really helpful when tourists want to see different locations simultaneously. Each one
of the travelers, for instance, can ask the the tour guide which buses they should take to reach to the
place they want to visit. Therefore, they will be able to readily go to that location when other
travelers want to visit another place.

In conclusion, traveling with a tour guide has many advantages, including facing fewer problems,
getting a lot of information about the new place, and traveling easily to other locations by asking
from the tour guide. Taking all thes arguments into account leads to the conclusion that the best way
to travel is by a tour guide.
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TPO18 (448 words):

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

Students are more influenced by their teachers than by their friends.
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Nowadays, people have a great influence on each other's lives. Many try to imitate actions and
behaviors of their role models in order to gain self-esteem. Nevertheless, there are many others who
have a great influence on our lives such as friends, colleagues, parents, and teachers, to name but a
few. In this regard, some people are of the opinion that teachers are able to impact our lives to a
much deeper depth than friends, whereas some others believe otherwise, arguing that we tend to be
influenced by our friends more than our teachers. I, personally, subscribe to the former group's
view, and the reasons for holding this opinion are elaborated on hereunder.

First, we spend most of our free time with our friends, so we are more likely to be influenced by
them than our teachers. Even though a great teacher can lead us to the right direction by helping us
in our studies, he or she will not be able to help us much in our non-academic lives. We can consult
with our teachers about our studies, including which courses we should take, which schools we
should attend to, and which jobs have more income. However, they can never help us with the
problems that we have in our social lives. On the other hand, our friends are closer to us in our
lives. Thus, not only can they help us in tough situations that happen in our lives, but also they will
have a greater influence, whether positive or negative, on our lives. We tend to do lots of things
together. For example, we may travel, go to a party, study fo our exams, and so forth. As a result,
they have a direct impact on our behavior.

Furthemore, teachers' influence is limited to the time when we are studying at school; but, we have
friends during our entire lifetime. After we graduate, we will forget about our teachers and the
things that they told us. In contrast, we are constantly in contact with our friends, which will result
in us being influenced by them. In each peroid of our lives, we make new friends and we tend to
keep them during that period. We make friends with our classmates when we are at school; then,
when we find a job, we will become friends with our colleagues. This trend continues throughout
our entire life span, which will expose us to direct influence by our friends.

In conclusion, based on these arguments, it is crystal clear that we are more influenced by our
friends than by our teachers inasmuch as we are under constant influence of our friends, thereby
spending most of our time with them.
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Iran TOEFL Writing Topic on Aug. 12, 2017 (435 words):

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

For any business to be successful, it must spend a lot of money on advertising.
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

In today's modern society, the number of companies has skyrocketed, thereby making a fierce
competition atmosphere in countless markets around the world. As a result, advertising plays a
pivotal role for the companies in order to succeed in the highly competitive markets. While many
specialists believe that businesses should spend a great deal of money on commercials in order to be
successful, many others believe otherwise. I, personally, subscribe to the former group's view, and
the reasons for holding this opinion are elaborated upon hereunder.

First, commercials help companies reach their potential customers in a proper fashion. In other
words, the most efficient way to encourage customers to buy from a particular company is through
commercials. There is a large number of well-known companies that find their customers by using
various advertising strategies such as renting a billboard, making and displaying a TV ad, and so
forth. For example, the prominent electronic device company Samsung uses different methods of
advertising. In one of its TV ads, there was a truck riding in a road and behind the truch there was a
big screen connected to a camera that was attached to the front part of the truck. That way, the cars
that were behind the truck could readily see the other cars driving in front of the truck throug the
big screen. This briliant idea could attract the attention of customers by revealing the fact that how
this company is a pioneer in electronic industry.

Furthermore, advertising [is] the best way by which the companies are able to introduce the services
they offer or the products they make. New companies are unknown to their customers at first, and
they ought to find a solution to pave their way to the market. At this time, the best solution is to put
up as many ads as possible to gain the attention of customers who are not familiar with this newly
founded company. By way of illustration, when my uncle established a household services
company, he was not able to reach customers at first inasmuch as no one had heared the name of the
company. Nevertheless, he soon began to realize this fact, and then, invested a large amount of
money to introduce his company's services. Soon after that, the customers began to call his
company and he could compensate the money he had spend on the ads after one active year of hard
work.

In conclusion, not only is investing heavily on advertisements the best way to reach potential
customers, but also it is the only way to introduce services and products of an unknown company.
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Iran TOEFL Writing Topic on Aug. 5, 2017 (487 words):

Many companies provide important products or services, but also damage the environment. Some
people believe that the best way to stop companies from harming the environment is to require them
to pay a penalty such as higher tax or a large fine when they cause environmental damage. Other
people think there are better ways to stop the companies from harming the environment. Which
view do you agree with and why?

In today's modern world, science and technology are progressing at a fast pace, thereby increasing
the demand for countless products and services. As a result, many companies and businesses are
established to fulfill such needs. Despite the benefits that many of these companies have for people,
some of them, especially those that provide important products and services, adversely affect the
environment in which we live. There are two solutions offered so as to address the problem brought
about by such companies. Some people are of the opinion that these businesses must be required to
pay a fine or higher taxes, whereas some others belive they must be completely prevented from
operating. I, personally, subscribe to the former group's view, and the reasons for holding this
opinion are elaborated upon hereunder.

First, if these companies pay a penalty, the money could be used to compensate for the damages
they cause to the environment. Some of the changs that these companies make to environment are
irreversbile, that is, they could never be recovered to their original status. Nevertheless, most of
these changes are not serious and they could be fixed by spending money on facilities that enable
the companies to prevent damaging the environment. For example, a power plant is of great
importance nowadays on the grounds that it produces electricity, which is the only source of power
for most of the appliances. The government can reduce the air pollution caused by burning fossil
fuels in a powerplant simply by increasing the taxes paid by the plant and using the money to build
state-of-the-art pollution filters on the outlets of the powerplant exhaust gases. In this way, not only
will the plant continue operating, but also the environment is not polluted by the plant.

This brings us to the second reason that if the operation of companies that are of great importance is
stopped, people will be deprived of the blessings provided by them. In other words, governments
should not ban the companies that make products or offer services that play immensely crucial roles
in people's lives; otherwise, there will be a large number of negative consequences affecting the
general public. By way of example, operation of many companies directly depends on that of oil
industries. Thus, if the operation of oil industries are hindered, the whole body of industries that
depend on oil will be paralyzed. Therefore, it is not reasonable to stop these important companies,
though their operation negatively affect[s] the environment.

In conclusion, with all these arguments taken into account, it is crystal clear that the best way to
cope with the companies that harm the environment is by forcing them to pay a penalty because the
money could be used to recover the harms they cause to the environment. In addition, there will be
some negative consequences if the operation of these important companies are prevented, so it is
not reasonable to hinder their operation.
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Iran TOEFL Writing Topic on Jul. 15, 2017 (439 words):

In many places, students aged 12-18 are typically taught different subjects by different teachers,
while younger students are usually taught by only one teacher all day long. Some people believe it
would also benefit younger students to be taught by several different teachers every day. Do you
agree with this view? Why or why not?

Nowadays, education plays a significantly pivotal role in chilren's lives by preparing them for their
future. As a result, teachers can influence children’s future. Many schools use one teacher to instruct
the kids who are under twelve years old since the teacher has enough knowledge to cover all the
areas that should be taught to kids. While some people are of the opinion that this method of
education is completely satisfactory, some others believe children under age of twelve should be
taught by different teachers just like young kids in high schools. I, personally, subscribe to the latter
group's view, and the reasons for holding this opinion are elaborated upon hereunder.

First, children will be able to receive a higher quality of education in each of the fields that they
study if they are taught by different teachers. In other words, different teachers are specialists in
different fields; hence, they can offer a deeper understaning to children in each of the fields they
teach. The more knowledgeable a teacher is, the more he or she is able to teach to children, and the
higher level of education students will acquire. For example, when | was ten years old, | attended a
school in which the policy enforced the school to use experts for teaching each course.
Consequently, we were taught by teachers who had a vast knowledge in their fields of study. In this
way, after we went to high school, thanks to our proficiency in each course of study, we were more
successful in our studies than other children who attended regular schools.

Furthermore, by being taught by different teachers, children can develop better learning skills at
young age. Teachers employ various teaching methods in their classes, so kids will be able to be
familiar with such different approaches, which is immensely beneficial to them inasmuch as kids
will interact with many people with different attitudes and behaviors in their lives. By way of
example, some conservative teachers are used to old teaching techniques such as delivering a
lecture and asking questions in class, whereas some other progressive teachers may use some state-
of-the-art technologies like video projectors to deliver a lecture and take exams online. Being
familiar with these various teaching methods can [better] prepare kids for their future.

In conclusion, with all these arguments taken into account, it is crystal clear that children will
benefit more when they are taught by differen teachers because different teachers are expert in
different fields and therefore they can give a deeper insight to children. Also, different teachers use
various teaching approachers, which helps children be prepared for a better future.
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Iran TOEFL Writing Topic on Jul. 8, 2017 (478 words):

Some people believe that spending time away from people we care about helps us improve our
relationship with them, because being away from these people makes us realize how important they
are to us. Other people believe that to improve our relationships with the people we care about, we
should spend as much time with them as possible, because spending time apart can damage or harm
a relationship. Which view do you agree with and why?

In today's modern world, relationships among people have evolved so much so that it is not
anything like what it was in the past. As a result, keeping our relationship with the ones who we
care about most has become somewhat challenging. One of the challenges in this regard is how we
should strengthen our relationships with our dearest familiy members and friends. Some people are
of the opinion that living away from these people is the best choice to reinforce our relations with
them, whereas some others believe otherwise, reasoning that we have [to] spend most of our time
with them so as to make our relationships stronger. I, personally, subscribe to the latter group's
view, and the reasons for holding this opinion are elaborated upon hereunder.

First, we are more inclined to forget about people we care about when we spend most of our time
away from them. In other words, when we are away from our friends and family members, they get
used to this situation, thereby forgetting about us. As a Persian proverb says, "One will go out of
our heart if they are not before our eyes." By way of example, when | way in college, | had a friend
in my dorm, and he lived away from his familiy and thus he was not able to visit them frequently,
while | was close to my home and | visited my family every two weeks. Accordingly, while his
parents and friends called him on very rare occasions, my parents called me everyday. Therefore,
when we live away from our loved ones, they have a tendency to forget about us, which is
detrimental to our relationship with them.

Furthermore, people will try to replace us with others when we are not close to them. When
someone leaves his or her loved ones, they will face some emotional problems. These emotional
problems could be alleviated only by replacing people who left [us] with some newer soulmates in
order to fill their empty space. For example, when | was studying abroad, | was completely lonely
and there was no one to talk to and express my feelings. After a while, I could make several new
friends with whom 1 could talk about my feelings and personal problems. This was really helpful in
that tough situation where none of my bosom firends were around to help me. Meanwhile, my
closest frined in my home country was able to find some new friends to fill my absence. Thus,
being away from the ones who you love forces them to replace you, thereby weakening your
relationship with them.

In conclusion, with all these arguments taken into account, it is crystal clear that living away from
your loved ones is to the detriment of your relationship inasmuch as they tend to forget about you
and replace you with someone new.
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Iran TOEFL Writing Topic on Jun. 10, 2017 (439 words):

In areas where there are many restaurants, some people prefer to buy their meals in restaurants very
frequently, rather than cooking and eating meals at home. Other people prefer to cook most of their
meals at home and only rarely eat in a restaurant. Which one would you choose and why?

In today's modern world, eating habits have changed so much so that most people's diet is not
similar to the diet they had in the past. Consequently, in regions where restaurants are available,
people are inclined to eat in those restaurants to save the trouble of cooking a meal, thereby saving
as much time as they can. Despite this tendency, there is another group of people who try to cook
for themselves instead of eating at restaurants. I, personally, subscribe to the latter group’s eating
habit, and the reasons for holding this view are elaborated upon hereunder.

First, eating at restaurants is not healthy, especially if you eat there repeatedly. If people eat out
frequently, they will harm their health inasmuch as restaurants do not care about customers' well-
being. Restaurants try to increase their profit in one way or another, and one of the best approaches
is to use ingredients of inferior quality so as to decrease their expenses, thereby maximizing their
profits. For example, many fast food restaurants in my home town use sausages and oils that have
the cheapest price. The low price of these materials are indicative of their inferior quality. As a
result, foods prepared by these materials will be more harmful to our health.

Moreover, most of the foods offered in restaurant are not healthy. In other words, restaurants offer
foods rich in fat and sugar since these foods are more delicious, but such foods are extremely
detrimental to our health. As a result, people who always go to restaurants are more likely to have
health problems such as obesity and diabetes. On the other hand, people who cook for themselves at
home are less prone to these dangers. They do all the cooking by themselves, so they try to use
ingredients of higher quality. In addition, they avoid using materials that are harmful in their foods.
For instance, | always cook for myself when | am at home. When | go shopping, | try to buy the
best cooking materials since | will eat it myself, and | am worried about my well-being. Besides
that, 1 never cook foods rich in fat and sugar on the grounds that these foods will definitely bring
about many health-related problems for me in the future. Thus, eating at home is healthier than
eating at restaurants.

In conclusion, by cooking foods for themselves, people will guarantee a healthier diet for
themselves because restaurants always use materials of lower quality in their foods. In addition,
foods offered in restaurants are most of the time unhealthy, so by eating there people will face
unwanted heath issues in near future.
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Iran TOEFL Writing Topic on May 13 & 22, 2017 (432 words):

Which one of the following values is the most important to share with a young child (5-10 years
old)?

- Being helpful

- Being honest

- Being well organized

Raising a young kid has its own complications and challenges. One of the challenges in this regard
is to teach them basic virtues that are important in their lives. While many people are of the opinion
that being helpful or honest is essential for them, | believe that the advantages of being well-
organized outweighs the benefits of other values, and it is important for parents to teach them to
behave in an organized manner. The reasons for holding this view is elaborated upon hereunder.

First, an organized person is more likely to experience a promising future. In other words, parents
can prepare their young children for their future lives by teaching them to be well-organized at
young age. Organized people have organized lives, so they are more prepared for what happens in
their future. When people are young, they are always faced with many opportunities that will
benefit them. They cannot seize such golden opportunities unless they are taught to be organized.
For example, several years ago, my cousin, who is not an organized person, was offered a good job
with a decent salary in a renowned company. Since he always does not follow an organized
schedule for his daily chores, he was not able to get the job because he forgot to attend the interview
session. Thus, he ruined his chance of havig a better future by not being prepared [for it] owing to
his not being an organized person.

Furthermore, being well-organized helps people lead a better life. People will experience less stress
and anxiety if they are organized. Scientific studies have demonstrated that tidiness can bring about
a feeling of calmness. By way of example, one of my friends starts his days by cleaning his room
inasmuch as he believes that "people can never progress in their lives unless they are relaxed and
calm by living in an organized environment." Moreover, people will be able to have a positive
influence on others by leading an organized life. No one likes to live in a place where everything in
not in order. In addition, we need practical order so as to achieve intellectual order, that is, we
cannot do jobs that require thinking abilities unless we are ordered in our lives. Therefore, we will
benefit in several ways by being organized in our lives.

In conclusion, with all these arguments taken into account, it is crystal clear that not only does
being organized help kids have a better future, but it can help them lead a better life as well. As a
result, they must be taught to be well-organized.

forum.konkur.in



www.konkur.in

Iran TOEFL Writing Topic on Apr. 15, 2017 (439 words):

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

It is better to have friends who are intelligent than to have friends who have a good sense of humor.
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

In today's modern world, societies are developed so much so that relationships among people have
become more complex than they were in the past. As a result, making new friends is nowadays
faced with several new challenges. One of the controversies in this regard is that whether intelligent
people can be the best people with whom we can be friends or people with strong sense of humor
can be the best friends. I, personally, believe that intelligent people are the best friends, and the
reasons for holding this view are elaborated upon hereunder.

First, intelligent friends are able to help us in our lives. Thanks to their superior thinking ability,
they can help us in different ways such as our studies and our personal problems. For example, |
have an intelligent friend who has substantial cognitive skills. He is the first one with whom | share
my personal problems most of the time inasmuch as he can measure different aspects of my
problems and offer the best solution to me. Without him I was not able to solve my problems since |
do not have his extraordinary ability--intelligence. He has solved several serious problems in my
life and | am always grateful to him. Moreover, he has helped me in my studies in university. His
mathematical ability is also remarkable. So, he helped me as a tutor during the nights that I had
exams. Thus, an intelligent friend is beneficial to us in several ways.

Furthermore, our relationships with intelligent friends are more long-lasting owing to their
sophisticated social skills. In other words, the more intelligent a person is, the stronger their
relations with their friends are. Scientific studies have substantiated that people with higher 1Q
enjoy better social skills because these two skills use the same regions in one's brain. As a result,
these people tend to strengthen their relation with other people by using their social intelligence. By
way of example, there was an intelligent student with great thinking abilities in our physics class
when | was in college. He had strong relations with his classmates, which, I guess, was because of
his thinking abilities. He never used aggressive language when he talked to his friends. In addtion,
his relations with other professors in the department was good. Therefore, intelligent friends can be
better friends for us due to their social skills.

In conclusion, with all these arguments taken into account, it is crystal clear that intelligent people
are the best friends inasmuch as not only can they help us in our studies and personal problems, but
also our relations with them will be more long-lasting.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

It is better to relax by watching TV or reading a book than by doing physical exercises?
Use reasons and examples to develop your response.

Thanks to the advent and development of modern societies, people lead hectic lives nowadays. As a
result, many try to find the best way to get relaxed after a tough day. Whereas some people are of
the opinion that reading a book or watching TV is the best wat to unwind themselves, some others
believe that physical exercise is a better way to relax. I, personally, subscribe to the latter group's
idea, and the reasons for holding this view are elaborated upon hereunder.

First, people who exercise regularly are less susceptible to chronological diseases, so they are more
relaxed throughout their lives. Scientific studies have substantiated that there is a direct correlation
between physical activity and general well-being. In other word[s], the more physically active a
person is, the healthier life he or she leads. Muscle pains, backache, joint injuries, and bone
problems are only a few ailments that stem from low physical activity, and people can easily
prevent such problems by engaging in various sports activities such as running and walking. By
way of example, my grandfather was a farmer who had a tendency to work from early morning until
evening. Thus, he had no particular health issues for the most part of of his life. This clearly
illustrates that active people face fewer health-related problems in their lives, and therefore, they
lead more relaxed lives than people who are less active throughout their lives.

Furthermore, when we are coping with problems that increase our anxiety, physical exercise can
prevent stress, thereby helping us be more calm and relaxed. There are many instances in our lives
that we are extremely under mental pressure. In these situations, physical exercise is the most
beneficial activity that can substantially help us survive the tough situations. For example, when |
was studying for the university entrance exam last year, | was extremely stressful and anxious about
the exam inasmuch as it directly influenced my future life. If I succeeded in the exam, | could study
the field that I loved. Otherwise, | would be devestated and depressed because of my failure. In this
tough situtaion, the only thing that greatly helped me was that | went to the gym near my home
every day to get some exercise and relieve the pressure in my mind. As a result, 1 was able to go
through the hard situation and thanks to my physical activities, | succeeded on the exam.

In conclusion, with all these arguments taken into account, it is crystal clear that physical exercise
can help people in several ways. Not only can exercise reduce illnesses and ailments, but it can
reduce anxiety and stress as well, thereby making people's lives more relaxed and calm.
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Sometimes filmmakers make movies that are based on books. When a movie is based on a book,
some people prefer to read the book before watching the movie. Other people prefer to read the
book only after they have watched the movie. Which do you prefer and why?

Sometimes the screenplay of a movie is adapted from a book. The playwright tries to alter what is
in the book to prepare it for making a movie. After the movie is made, some people may wonder
whether it is better to watch the movie and then read the book from which the screenplay is
extracted or not. I, personally, subscribe to the idea that it is better to watch the movie first, and the
reasons for holding this view are elaborated upon hereunder.

First, the depictions in a novel are more delicate than the movie; so watching it first can give us a
preliminiary idea of what is in the book. Movies are made from well-known novels that are by and
large written by renowned skillful writers. As a result, novels are far more superior in aesthetic
aspects, and the scences and characters are depicted in an extremely meticulous fashion with
enormous attention to details. The movies, on the other hand, mainly focus on visual aspects such as
computer-generated images, thus changing the novel and reducing the details presented by the
original writer of the novel so as to prepare the material for making the movie. By way of example,
I have watched the movie 1984, which was adapted from the famous novel with the same name
written by [the] prominent writer George Orwell. The movie is extremely unknown to the public
inasmuch as what was shown in the movie is only a poor adaptation of what was in the original
novel. Accordingly, most people even hate the movie when they watch it. On the other hand, most
people admire the novel, and it is one the the best English novels of the twentieth century.
Therefore, it is better to watch the movie first to prepare our minds for what we are going to read in
the novel.

Furthermore, since movie plots has time limitation, movies try to shorten the story narrated in the
novel. In other words, screenplay writers try to reduce the scenes and events in the novel in order to
make it suitable for making the movie. Hence, what we watch in the movie is only a fraction of
what is in the novel. For instance, there were many small talks and other scenes in novel 1984 that
were removed from the movie. This had destroyed the cohesive story of the novel, and whoever
watched the movie was not able to realize the relation between different scenes. However, if they
watched the movie and then read the novel, they could understand the novel in a better way thanks
to the introductory idea that they could get from the movie. Thus, it is better to watch the movie as a
glance to what is in the novel, and then read the novel to get a deeper understanding of it.

In conclusion, with all these arguments taken into account, it is crystal clear that watching a movie
before reading its original book is better because the novel includes more details than the movie.
Also, the movie reduces the story of the book to fulfill the time limitation, so it is a fraction of the
novel.
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Sometimes people are assigned to work in a group on a project. Do you agree or disagree with the
following statement?

The group will be helped more by a person who is willing to do what other group members want
than by a person who often strongly insists that things should be done in a way that is different from
what the group wants to do.

Use reasons and examples to support your position.

Working in a group can be helpful if members are cooperative and determined to help each other.
Nevertheless, sometimes there is a conflict between group members about how they should deal
with a certain project in order to proceed in the most efficient manner. Whereas some of them might
believe that what the group wants is the most effective way to cope with the project, some others
might think that things should be done in a way different from what the group wants. I, personally,
subscribe to the latter members' idea, and the reasons for holding this view are elaborated upon
hereunder.

First, by doing the project in a way different from what the group wants, members can find new
ways to solve their problems. The most important benefit of working in a group is the ideas that
each members can get from other members. This happens because group members have different
bachgrounds, thus presenting verious perspectives when they are working on a single assignment.
As a result, members will be able to test different approches presented by other members, which can
result in finding better ways for solving a problem. By way of example, last month | was working
on a math question, and | was not able to solve it. When I met my study group, | told them about the
question, and one of the members solved it almost immediately after seeing it. This clearly
illustrates the benefit of trying new ways by using new approaches to solve a problem.

Furthermore, by forcing the group to try different approaches presented by members, the entire
group will benefit from practicing democracy in a small environment. Nowadays, people are
familiar with advantages of living in a democratic society. No one wants to live in an environment
where people are forced to obey a set of rules without having the right to defent their own ideas and
beliefs. Thus, if a person is willing to change the usual method of dealing with an assignment in a
group, it will be helpful to all members to listen to that person inasmuch as they will be able to
practice democracy in their group, which is advantageous for their future lives in their society.

In conclusion, with all these arguments taken into account, it is crystal clear that people who want
to change what the group wants are more beneficial to the members than others who want what the
group wants. Not only can they help the group find effective ways to solve a problem, but also they
will enable the group to practice democracy in a smaller environment to get them prepared for their
future lives.
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Imagine that you plan to donate money to charity to help people in need. If you could give money to
only one type of charitable organization, which one of the following would you choose and why?

- An organization that provides food and housing to people in need

- An organization that gives people money to start their own small business

- An organization that provides medical care to people in need

Sometimes people gain a lot of money through different ways such as inheriting or winning a
lottery, and they wonder how they can spend it in order to improve the society in which they live.
Whereas some of them might give the money to organizations that provide funding for food and
housing for poor people, some others might give it to other organizations such as those that provide
medical care or those that give poeple money to start a business. I, personally, subscribe to the
former group's decision, and the reasons for holding this view are elaborated upon hereunder.

First, people who are in need of food and housing deal with more serious problems than those who
want to start a business or those who need medical care. In other words, homeless people have to
fulfill needs that are more fundamental and essential, and they are in great need for help. Food and
shelter are the most basic need[s] that every human being that lives in a society has. Without them,
not only will they suffer from health-related issues like malnutrition, but also they will be in danger
of losing their lives. For instance, one of my colleagues lost his job last year, and therefore, he lost
everything he had: his house, his car, and the worst of all his family, who left him after this
incident. As a result, he was not able to tolerate the situation and hanged himself.

Furthermore, helping people who need housing and food will improve the entire society and others
will benefit from it. People who have such critical needs will do everything they can to meet these
needs. They are not afraid of anything, and nothing can prevent them. They might engage in illegal
activities such as buying and selling addictive drugs, dealing guns and other illegal goods, stealing
from houses, and even robbing people in streets. All of these are detrimental to the whole society.
Thus, by helping these people, we will be able to prevent such destructive activities. By way of
example, in India, which has a high population density, people used to be faced with housing and
food scarcity issues during 1970s. At that time, the rate of illegal activities had been skyrocketed.
However, after the government involvement in this issue, they were able to manage and solve food
and housing problems, and therefore, the rate of illegal activities dropped by eighty percent.

In conclusion, with all these arguments taken into account, it is crystal clear that by giving a large
amount of money to organizations that provide the poor with food and housing, not only can we
help people with more fundamental needs, but also we will improve the entire society.
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