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MAIN CHARACTERS

The author would like to thank the Johnson family for graciously
agreeing to appear in this book.

The Johnson Family

Ted (son)

Bob (father)

Nicole (daughter)

Susan (mother)
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LESSON 1

BOB'S DAY AT WORK

Bob works as a manager in a furniture store.
Peter, hisboss, isnot happy about sales. Bob's
new advertising campaign hasn't helped. Peter
decidestofirehim.

Peter:

Bob:

Peter:

Bob:

Peter:

Bob:

Peter:

Bob:

Peter:

Bob:

Peter:

Bob, | hate to break the news, but our sales were down
again last month.

Down again, Peter?

Y eah. These days, everybody's shopping at our compe-
tition, Honest Abe's Furniture Store.

But everything in there costs an arm and a leg!
That's true. They do charge top dollar.

And their salespeople are very strange. They really give
me the creeps!

WEell, they must be doing something right over there.
Meanwhile, we're about to go belly-up.

I'm sorry to hear that. | thought my new advertising
campaign would save the day.

Let'sfaceit: your advertising campaign was areal flop.
Well then I'll go back to the drawing board.

It's too late for that. You're fired!
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Bob: What?You're giving me the ax?

Peter: Yes. I've already found a new manager. She's as sharp
as a tack.

Bob: Can't we even talk this over? After all, I've been
working here for 10 years!

Peter: There's no point in arguing, Bob. 1've aready made up
my mind.

Bob: Ohwell, at least | won't have to put up with your non-
sense anymore! Good-bye to you and good-bye to this
dead-end job.

Peter: Please leave before | lose my temper!

IDIOMS - LESSON 1

about to - ready to; on the verge of

EXAMPLE 1. It's agood thing Bob left the furniture store when he did.
Peter was so angry, he was about to throw a dining room chair at him.
EXAMPLE 2: I'm glad you're finally home. | was just about to have dinner
without you.

after all - despite everything; when everything has been con-
ddered; the fact is
EXAMPLE 1. You'd better invite Ed to your party. After all, he's a good friend.

EXAMPLE 2: |t doesn't matter what your boss thinks of you. After all,
you're going to quit your job anyway.

at least - anyway; the good thing is that...

EXAMPLE 1. We've run out of coffee, but at least we till have tea.
EXAMPLE 2: Tracy can't aford to buy acar, but at least she has a good
bicycle.

NOTE: The second definition of this phrase is "no less than": There were
at least 300 people waiting in line to buy concert tickets.

12
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Bob's day at work

to Break the news:
OS5 G g, sl andbeog 13 ol cape pB i e
Syn: Let the cat out of the bag, announce, inform, impart

E.G: Samantha and Michael are getting married, but they haven't
yet broken the news to their parents.

To cost an arm and a leg:

o5 O 9> Sl gz I8 oo (ALL (55 CnBiog OS5 1 s
Syn: to be a bomb, Cost a fortune/the earth/a bomb/a pretty penny, to
pay the earth

E.G: A college education in America costs an arm and a leg.

top dollar:
Oy Ceand Q‘;‘s_é\)'f CouBeCeond u")syl"gs"""
Syn: Highest price/cost

E.G: Wait until those jeans go on sale. Why pay top dollar?

give one the creeps:
O ke 95 oS Je il (oS H90 90 sl dige 5 g, (Saigire
Syn: To scare/terrify/frighten/haunt, Make one's flesh creep, make one's

skin crawl, make one's blood run cold, make one' gorge rise, turn one's
stomach

E.G: There was a strange man following me around the grocery
store. He was giving me the creeps!

2 oW s jaal 2o 90 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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To be about to:

509 6B L s Bl ooy oalel PRy
Syn: be ready to, be on the verge of/brink of
E.G: I'm glad you're finally home. | was just about to have dinner without you.

(to) go belly-up:
0RO 3 9 O et AL g e

Syn: go bankrupt
E.G : My company lost $3 million last year. We might go belly-up.

save the day/situation:
O  |) (JSie 5 anzld o8y (solri me

E.G: The Christmas tree was on fire, but Ted threw water on it and saved the day.

Let's face it:
i 9) 429 S Somdg (2l b Lo i o) S5t (nl Lt e
Syn: Let's accept it

E.G: Let's face it, if you don't have a college degree, it can be difficult to find a high-paying job.

flop:
(J.!_‘) D g Cowd rg....:‘ p.m)ﬁ wld uJ.maS Mo ngAL: ojsj.nw.uiw P
Syn: failure, disaster, catastrophe

E.G: The company was in trouble after its new product flopped.

go back to the drawing board:
G855 E9r0 951005 €98 ol ks
Syn: go back to the square one, make a fresh start, start from scratch

E.G: Frank's new business failed, so he had to go back to the drawing board

give someone the ax:
O35 e )8 5l S gl ) (oS i one
Syn: give someone the sack, give the heave-ho, give the walking paper

E.G: Poor Paul! He was given the ax two days before Christmas.

2 oW s jaal 2o 90 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>

forum.konkur.in



www.konkur.in

w.Jia‘ UL’) SlMaol Bty éoL‘> 0,99 5

sharp as a tack:
x5 9 9 5 5 oheel (kS pludl s g
Syn: sharp as a needle/razor/thorn/pin

E.G: Jay scored 100% on his science test. He's as sharp as a tack.
talk over

So 55 J sl ool 8 G 55500 50,5 0 S Tei (g ez 9)90,8 (59,5 S i g

OOy & ygatuae e
Syn: discuss, hash out, consult, clear the air, talk through

E.G: Dave and I spent hours talking over the details of the plan

After all:

mdod Gl s> ol des Sl dancdlez den (528,57 L5 50 Legnl 9529 Li e
Syn: at last, finally, eventually, altogether, after everything else
E.G: You'd better invite Ed to your party. After all, he's a good friend.

to be no point in something
95,5 ol JBle pol (6,18 plaxil jo) olas Lo5l g [ o las silaie g [ o)l Lo o Sxe

E.G: There's no point in worrying about things you can't change

put up with:

Oyl LS 50,8 Jeod: Jae
Syn: tolerate, bear, to be patient with, stomach,take
E.G: don't know how Len puts up with his mean boss every day

dead-end job.
O s O (g S0l (2 5 0350 St e

Syn: lousy job, bad job

E.G: Diane realized that working as a cashier was a dead-end job.

lose one's temper:

Pl s @ OO (i S
Syn:become extremely angry, flip out, freak out, lose control, blow one's
stack, see red , go mad lose one's cool

E.G: Bob always loses his temper when his kids start talking on the telephone during dinner.

2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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1) I can't believe you bought a couch at Honest Abe's. Every-
thing in that store costs an arm and a

a) foot b) leg ¢) hand

2) After Bob found out that his advertising campaign failed, he
wanted to go back to the drawing .

a) board b) table ¢) room
3) When somebody isn't listening to you, there's no in
trying to argue with them.
a) edge b) tip ¢) point
4) Jose i1s really smart. He's as sharp as a
a) tack b} nail c) screw

5) The salespeople at Honest Abe's always look angry and never

speak to anybody. No wonder they Bob the creeps.
a) take b) give c) allow
6) Bob got fired. He isn't looking forward to the news to
his family.

a) breaking b) cracking ) saying

7) Bob thought his new advertisements would bnng in lots of
customers and save the .

4) morning b) night c) day
8) Fortunately, Bob no longer has to put with his stupd
boss at the furniture store.
a) OVer b} in c) up
2 YU eyl 1oy 53 e e Speak English Like An American c.li4 5>
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LESSON 2

BOB RETURNS HOME WITH

BAD NEWS

Bob tells his wife Susan that he lost hisjob.
Susan suggeststhat he start hisown business.

Bob:

Usan:

Bob:

Usan:

Bob:

Usan:

Bob:

Usan:

Bob:

Usan:

What's the matter, dear?

Susan, | got canned today at work.

But Bob, you were Peter's right-hand man!
Yes, and he stabbed me in the back.

Keep your chin up. Maybe he'll change his mind and
take you back.

When pigs fly! Once he makes up his mind, he never
changes it. Besides, | told him off.

Look on the bright sde: you won't have to set eyes on
Peter ever again.

Thank goodness for that!
Hang in there. I'm sure you won't be out of work for long.
In the meantime, we'll have to live from hand to mouth.

Don't get too stressed out, Bob. Well make ends
meet.

17
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Bob: | can dways g(—:}tlvg%bkgtnlblucr[)lgnal d'sasalast resort.
Susan: | don't think they're hiring right now.

Bob: If wor se comes to wor st, we can sdll our home and
move into atent.

Susan: Let'sthink big! Maybe you can start your own business.

Bob: Easier said than done!

»

¥

IDIOMS - LESSON 2

(to) change on€'s mind - to change one's opinion or decison

EXAMPLE 1. Brandon wasn't going to take a vacation this year, but then he
changed his mind and went to Bora Bora for two weeks.

EXAMPLE 2: Why aren't you applying to medical school this year? Did
you change your mind about becoming a doctor?

easer said than done - more difficult than you think

EXAMPLE 1. You want to climb Mount Everest? Easier said than done!
EXAMPLE 2: Moving into anew home is easier said than done.

(to) get canned [dang] - to lose one'sjob; to get fired
EXAMPLE 1. After Chris got canned, it took him ayear to find a new job.

EXAMPLE 2: Lisaisalousy secretary. She deservesto get canned!
Srnonyms: O get sacked; to be given the ax

(to) hang in there - to persevere; to not give up

EXAMPLE 1. | know you're four games behind, but you can till win the
tennis match. Just hang in there!
EXAMPLE 2: Hang in there, Don! Your invention will soon be a success.

if worse comesto word - in the worst case; if absolutely
necessary

EXAMPLE 1. Ted's car isn't running well. If wor se comes to wor st, he can
take the bus to school.

EXAMPLE 2: | know you're running out of money. If wor se comes to
wor st, you can always sell some of your jewelry.

18
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BOB RETURNS HOME WITH BAD NEWS

What's the matter?

faz sliwls Yo gqog0: S0
Syn: what's the problem?/what's wrong(with someone)?

E.G: Oscar looks very pale. What's the matter with him?

get canned:
Syn:get sacked, get fired, lose job, to be given the ax/walking paper/pink
slip

E.G: After Chris got canned, it took him a year to find a new job.

right-hand man:

J.J..A)ls u—’)-'-éf‘lﬁﬁ)lss ) K:A-MJ‘) C«wd:tsl.xa

E.G: wans right-hand man helps him make all of his decisions

stab someone in the back:
OOy Sl )l (oS A0 S il 1 Do

Syn: sell someone down the river, be unfaithful/disloyal, betray, double-
cross, backstab, sell out

E.G: Jill and Heather were friends, until Heather stabbed Jill in the back by stealing her
boyfriend.

keep one's chin up:
0055 o g5 (ylgd 33 Ao LS (xS S8 Cador Sre

Syn:stay positive, see/look on the bright side, look on the sunny side, put a good
face, think good thoughts, take a positive view, hope for the best : ;5 538 cuie

E.G: Keep your chin up! You'll find your lost dog soon
2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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change one's mind:

O3S P 1y 095 el g Sl i
Syn:rethink, reconsider, to have a second thought

E.G: Why aren't you applying to medical school this year? Did you change your mind about becoming
a doctor?

easier said than done:
C s SIS B 4wl )5 Jee e diga] U 4 cdigu] 2aS e
Syn: more difficult than you think

E.G: You want to climb Mount Everest? Easier said than done!

hang in there:

5 Ceoglio (ST (p begild oz o
Syn: sustain, abide, don't give up, perserve, carry on
E.G: Hang in there, Don! Your invention will soon be a success.

If worse comes to worst:

wedgs 0 )Y s a5l g0 /] Cdle p s j01CS0,10 S 901 Sxe
Syn: in the worst case, if absolutely necessary
E.G: Ted's car isn't running well. If worse comes to worst, he can take the bus to school.

last resort
R ol g S S o sl oly o B ol o BT a5 (o pS T e

Syn: Last option/solution/way

E.G: I don't like taking medicine. I'll only take it as a last resort

live from hand to mouth
3,5 3w 3l gy (SN T 5 Al 45 bld o ,ylo (6 aligl dalld ¢ (bl pued joTy (S i Sxe

Syn: live pay check to pay check, only have money to make ends meet.

E.G: George is really poor. He lives from hand to mouth.

2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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make ends meet
1S 9y U 5L &dy Jozepo S &9y 9y b 5L ¢ (093 b jleo (GoKFuwly: o

E.G: If you can't make ends meet, you'll need to start spending less

make up one's mind:

out of work:

(Lg-&‘)ﬁ,)‘?& 0)‘4.; J—;.;J 45 ‘5-«.05 ‘)t&g:w
Syn: unemployed, jobless, idle <.
Syn: out of service, impaired ol ,>

E.G: Gary was out of work for a year before finding a new job.

E.G: my pcisn't doing well, it is out of work.

set eyes on:

O b ol gl e 908 oKz Sre
Syn: look at

E.G: Ted was in love from the moment he set eyes on Amber

To be stressed out:
Syn: to be anxious/strained/tensed/nervous/under pressure/irritated

E.G: Alis so stressed out about his job that he can't sleep at night.

tell off:

008 als ¢ o S Coli o) e gre
Syn: scold, criticize, admonish, reprimand, rebuke
E.G: Patty is going to tell off the plumber because the pipes he said he fixed are still leaking

thank goodness:

2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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think big:

Gl o AT 5 SIS ) i
Syn: to set high goals
E.G: Ken and Sandra hope to sell their house for $3 million dollars. They always think big.

When pigs fly!

Syn: when hell freezes over, never in a million years,that's a fat/small/slim/ghost of a
chance,snowball's chance in hell,no way'poor outlook

E.G: will Ted teach Nicole how to play the guitar? When pigs fly!

2 YU eyl 1oy 53 e e Speak English Like An American cli4 s 5>
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1} What's the T You look upset.
a) situation b) 1ssue c) matter

2} 1 know I can trust you. You would never stab me in the
a) leg h) back c) arm

3) IfBob and Susan run out of money, they can always borrow
money from Susan's sister as a resort.
a) final by first c) last

4) You look really stressed - Why don't you sit down,
relax, and have a cup of tea?
a) about b) n ¢) out

5) Bob, everything will be fine. You just need to keep your chin

and remember that tomorrow is another day.

a) up b) down c) above

6) Ijust can't make up my whether to order chicken or fish,
a) head b) brain ¢) mind

7} Nicole accidentally stepped on Ted's guitar. Ted got really
angry and told her :
a) off b) out c) away

8) Your hushand left yvou for his psychologist? Hang there!
I'm sure he’ll realize she's crazy and then come back to you.
a) up b) in c) out

2 YU eyl 1oy 53 e e Speak English Like An American c.li4 5>
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Ted's chemistry class is way over his head.
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LESSON 3

TED'S DAY AT SCHOOL

Tedtellshisparentshedid poorly on hischem-
istrytest. Theytell himheneedsto get serious
and study more.

Susan: How was your day at school today, Ted?
Ted: Bad. | had achemistry test, and | blew it!
Susan: Maybe if you didn't cut class so often, you'd do better.

Bob: That's right, son. Stop slacking off and start hitting the
books!

Ted: But | can't stand chemistry class. Besides, it's alost
cause. That classisway over my head.

Susan:  You need to buckle down.

Ted: When I'm afamous musician, people won't give a hoot
about my knowledge of atoms and molecules.

Bob: That's beside the point.

Susan:  We know you have your heart set on going to New
York University.

Bob: And you don't stand a chance of getting in there with
such poor grades!

23
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TED'S DAY AT SCHOOL

beside the point:

Syn: not important, not relevant, neither here nor there, out of
place, pointless, unneeded

E.G: The reason you're late is beside the point. The fact is, your
dinner is now cold.

(to) blow something:
(S 565 1) (05 <lF 5 ()0) &5 S

Syn: to spoil or botch something, screw up
E.G: Brenda blew the interview and didn't get the job offer

buckle down:

G5 B 692 Hob aiarbsS 9 (ad IS 4 Caws ozt e
Syn: set to work with vigor, get down to business/work, apply
oneself, roll up one's sleeves

E.G: Team, if we want to win this tournament, we're going to need to buckle down!

can't stand(sth or sb):
0)55w0 w0 & Gl @l ¢ @05 Sles igined ¢ (o9 Hiel (P

Syn: to be allergic to/down on /grossed out by something,hate
abhor despise detest
E.G: Nicole can't stand broccoli. She simply refuses to eat it.

cut class:

oIS 50 (50,505 ES b g WS (gl (e

Syn: skip class, bunk off, play hooky

E.G: it you keep cutting French class, you're going to fail it.

2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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Get real!
LS 3ol o Dyl szl (Sme

Syn: be serious or realistic, face the truth/reality
E.G: vou think you're going to win $1 million in the lottery? Get real!

have one's heart set on.
Srx Sy 0o ¢ il Jo &5 5l ) Gzl S

Syn: to die for sth, aspire crave yearn
E.G: Did you really have your heart set on going to Harvard?

hit the books:
OV 0y (hF ¢ 03)5 (S5 09) BT e

Syn: cram, to study hard

E.G: Hit the books! | know you have a test tomorrow.

lost cause:

(S i g0l Do B o 5 G ¢ olg aell  So

Syn: bootless, unprofitable, dead duck, something hopeless
E.G: Jack needs to stop drinking so much coffee, but he's so addicted to caffeine that it's a lost cause.

(to) not give a hoot:

Syn: to not give a damn; to not give a darn, to not care about
E.G: Tom likes to walk around town in his pajamas — he doesn’t give a hoot what people think.

over one's head:
09 S o8 5 FLA(og (5) Sy 9 b 5l 5 YLl S

Syn: beyond one's understanding, to be baffling/confusing
/copmplicated/incomperhensible
E.G: The article on cloning was written for scientists. It was over my head.

2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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slack off:

Syn: dillydally, bum around, kill time
E.G: 1'd better stop slacking off. My essay is due in two hours.
Slacker: S i g AT oS

(to) stand a chance:
(6,55 £989 ) iy il (e
Syn: to have the possibility of success

E.G: wilton High School has the best soccer team in the state. I'm afraid we don't stand a chance
against them!

!m%)‘}? ey 6& . e

™. PrACTICE THE IDIOMS

Choose the most appropriate reply to the following statements:

1) Bob: “Susan, I can’t get my old job back. It’s a lost cause.”
Susan's reply:
a) “Lost? Maybe I can help you find it.”
b) “Yes, [ know it’s not a good cause.”
¢) “I understand. You’ll find something else.”

2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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2) Susan: “How could Peter fire you? Were you slacking off?”
Bob's reply:
a) “No. I was working very hard!”
b) “No. I talked on the phone to friends all day.”
c) “Yes. I was working very hard!”

3) Ted. “It’s getting late. I'd better start hitting the books.”
Bobs reply:
a) “Yes, that’s a good idea. Spend some time studying.”
b) “Hit the books? Why don’t you read them instead?”’
c) “Why don’t you study instead?”

4) Peter: “I don’t give a hoot how long you’ve been working here.”
Bob s reply:
a) “I wouldn’t give you a hoot either.”
b) “I guess our years together aren’t important to you.”
c) “Yes, it was a long time.”

5) Bob: “Susan, the truth is that I couldn’t stand Peter.”
Susan s reply:
a) “I know. Peter really liked you too.”
b) “I liked him too. He was a nice guy.”
¢) “I didn’t like him either. He was a jerk.”

6) Susan: “Nicole, do you ever cut class?”
Nicole s reply:
a) “No. I’ve never missed a single class.”
b) “Yes. I had to leave my math class early yesterday.”
¢) “No. Sometimes I go to the mall during class time.”

7) Bob: “This book on computers is way over my head.”
Susan s reply:
a) “Over your head? It should be in front of your face!”
b) “Why don’t you start with an easier book?”
c) “Here, try this book. It’s more difficult.”

8) Nicole: “I've got my heart set on going to the school picnic.”
Susan’s reply:
a) “Okay. You should definitely go.”
b) “Really? Why don’t you want to go?”
¢) “I understand. Picnics can be boring.”

2 YU Cpen il 3690 ey Speak English Like An American cli4 s 5>
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LESSON 4

NICOLE'S DAY AT SCHOOL

Nicole tells her mother Susan about her suc-

cessful presentation at school. Her brother Ted
overhearsandinterruptstheconversation.

Susan: How was your day at school today, Nicole?

Nicole: It was great, Mom. | gave a presentation on Hillary
Clinton in government class. Afterwards, my teacher
paid me a compliment.

Susan:  What did she say?

Nicole: She said my presentation was head and shoulders
above the others.

Susan:  Way to go!

Nicole: She aso said | should go into politics, just like Hillary.
Ted:  You're so gung ho about schooal. It drives me crazy.
Nicole: Ted, don't butt in! You'rejust jealous.

Ted: Right. You hit the nail on the head. I'm green with envy.

Nicole: Would youjust shut up? You're on thin ice with me
right now.

Ted: Oh no! Look a me. I'm shaking in my shoes!

27
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NICOLE'S DAY AT SCHOOL

buttin:

00, o cdlbo g ] g |y 051 (S

Syn: horn in, intrude, interrupt, interface, interfere, chime in
E.G: Nancy is always butting in to other people's business.

drive one crazy:

O Ledl g Sleas [l |y ouST (Po
Syn: to drive one nuts, to drive one up the wall, drive one mad/wild, blow one's mind up
E.G: Please stop chewing gum so loudly. It's driving me crazy!
(to) go into - to enter a profession ;us s)ly 48 ,> G 4

EXAMPLE 1: Lisa enjoys arguing with people, so she decided to go into law.
EXAMPLE 2: Do you like solving people's problems? If so, you should
consider going into psychology.

1. Enter. Go into the house and get a pen. oxd ol J3l
2. Enter another emotional state. Sally went into hysterics. .S cwlusl cdl> ol ose

3. Discuss details. I don't have time now to go into the whole story ol &lo 3> o)l

To be green with envy:

005 Golus g (0 Sgus I S0
Syn:to be invidious, green-eyed, jealous, envious
E.G: You won the lottery? I'm green with envy!

gung ho:
&, osbslos e g sliie LS 1 Swo

Syn: very enthusiastic; very excited
E.G: Heather is really gung ho about her new job.

To be head and shoulders above:
009 Fp e (509 oS 5 YL 0,5 g e 4l Se

Syn:to be far superior to, transcend, outclass, outshine, better
E.G: The Boston Symphony Orchestra is head and shoulders above any other orchestra in the area.

(to) hit the nail on the head:

b8 ey ds ¢ B g5 050 Seo
Syn: Get the heart of the matter, to be right
E.G: Dawn hit the nail on the head when she said that Tiffany is jealous of Amber.

2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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(to be) on thin ice (with someone) - to be in a dangerous
position; to be temporarily on somebody's bad side

O ol S S b Ol alal o052 508 Cupndg 0505 SUjlas Condg j3:

EXAMPLE 1: Joey was on thin ice with his mom after he spent his lunch
money on candy bars.

NOTE: There is also the variation "to skate on thin ice." Joey knew he
was skating on thin ice when he bought candy with his lunch money.

(to) pay (someone) a compliment:

=S 0255 e (59,5 damed Bya3 oS 5l (S
Syn: to give someone a compliment; to offer someone an admiring comment
E.G: Professor Russo paid Jennifer a compliment. He said she had a beautiful smile
(to) shake in one's shoes:

NS RTE RIS
Syn: to tremble with fear, to be afraid/scared/frightend of sth

E.G: Brianna is scared of her French teacher, Monsieur Le Monstre.
Whenever he speaks to her, Brianna starts shaking in her shoes.

shut up:

(&lo yioeols) g =S Loegls das oo
Syn: zip it up, check it up, pipe down, button one's lip, put a sock in it, wrap it up, cut
the cackle
E.G: The professor talked for hours. I thought he'd never shut up.
Way to go!

P 9P bl Jou Il Sxo
Syn:Good work, bravo, well done, hooray
E.G: That was an interesting article you wrote. Way to go!

2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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1) Micole is in a good mood because her teacher her a
compliment.
a) told by paid c) provided
2) Micole's teacher told her she was and shoulders abowve
her classmates.
a) elbow b) neck c¢) head
3y When my friend Chad told me he'd just won the lottery, 1
Was with envy.
a) blue b) green c) red
4y When you do something well, your boss might tell you,
I'F!.vﬂ}r !II
a) to come b) o go c) to act
5) When the robbers entered my house, I was in the kitchen
shaking in my .
a) slippers b) pajamas c) shoes
6) If somebody 15 bothering you, you can tell them they're drv-
ng you
a) crazy b) angry c) unhappy
7y If you hke power, vou might consider going_politics.
a}) above b} towards c) ko
£) "You've been velling and screaming for the past two hours.,
Could vou just shut already™
a) up b) in c) off
2 oYL s el 1oy 93 (u e Speak English Like An American c.li4 5>
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1} When her friend Anna got into Yale, Nicole was green with
Envy.
a) sick
b) happy for her
c) wvery jealous

2) Bob and Susan are really gung ho about the TV show
Survivor. They watch it every Thursday night.
a) enthusiastic
by concerned

c) angry

3) Shut up! I can't take any more of your screaming.
a) Talk louder!
b) Be quiet!
c) Ciet out!

4) You got a scholarship to attend Harvard? Way to go!
a) Too bad!

b) Good work!
c) Oh well!

5) Please don't butt in! We weren't talking to you.
a) look at us
b) disagree with us
C) Infermupt our conversation

6) These cookies aren't very good. | think you hit the nail on
the head when you said 1 should add more sugar next time.
a) were wrong
b) were right
¢) were confused

25 gL s yaal 2oy 93 yde Speak English Like An American w4 55>
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LESSON 5

TED GOES OUT FOR THE
EVENING

Tedleavestogovisithisgirlfriend Amber. Ted's
mother Susan saysshedoesn't really like Amber
Shewisheshim agood timeanyway.

Ted:

san:

Ted:

san:

Ted:

Ted:

san:

Ted:

Usan:

Ted:

See you later, Mom!

Where are you going, Ted?

| told Amber 1'd drop by.
What are you two going to do?

Maybe go to the movies or to a party. Our plans are till
up in theair.

Why don't you invite her over here?

| don't want to hang around here. Dad is really down
in the dumps.

Is Amber the girl with the nose ring and the purple hair?
Yeah. I'm crazy about her!

Don't take this the wrong way, but she's not exactly
my cup of tea.

Takeit easy, Mom. We're not about to get married.
Wejust enjoy hanging out together.

forum.konkur.in 3
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Susan: | guessther€'sno accounting for taste. Have a good time.

Ted: Don't worry. We'll have a blast!
Susan:  (under her breath) That's what I'm afraid of!

——, —

IDIOMS - LESSON 5

about to - see Lesson 1

(to be) crazy about - to like very much

EXAMPLE 1. Amy is S0 crazy about golf, she'd like to play every day.
EXAMPLE 2: |'m sure Katie will agree to go out on a date with Sam. She's
crazy about him!

cup of tea - the type of person or thing that one generaly likes

EXAMPLE 1: Hockey isn't Alan's cup of tea. He prefers soccer.
EXAMPLE 2: | know Joy is nice, but she's simply not my cup of tea.

NOTE: This expression is amost always used in the negative. She's not
my cup of tea.

(to be) down in the dumps - to fed sad; to be depressed

EXAMPLE 1. It's not surprising that Lisa is down in the dumps. Paws, the
cat she had for 20 years, just died.
EXAMPLE 2: It's easy to fed down in the dumps when it's raining outside.

(to) drop by - to pay a short, often unannounced visit

EXAMPLE 1. If we have time before the movie, let's drop by Bill's house.
EXAMPLE 2: "Hi, | was in the neighborhood so | thought 1'd drop by!"

(to) hang around - to spend time idly; to linger

EXAMPLE 1. We had to hang around the airport for an extra six hours
because our flight was delayed.

EXAMPLE 2: Nina's boyfriend Boris is coming over soon. She hopes her
parents aren't planning on hanging around the house.

(to) hang out - to spend time (often doing nothing)

EXAMPLE 1: Ted spent dl of last summer hanging out by his friend's pool.
EXAMPLE 2: Kathy and her friends like to hang out at the mall.

NOTE: "Hang out with" means to keep company with someone.

34
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PR, 9O
TED GOES OUT FOR THE EVENING

(to be) crazy about:

Syn: die for sth, to be nuts for sth
E.G: Amy is so crazy about golf, she'd like to play every day.

cup of tea:

(Sgiie ooliiwl shie Cl> ;0 135T) a8l 850 1 ¢ oo bl S0
Syn:beloved

E.G: I know Joy is nice, but she's simply not my cup of tea.

(to be) down in the dumps:
OO 59 5 oo 5 Sl Fe
Syn:feel blue/sad depressed/sad, to be unhappy

gloomy/sorrowful/melancholy /weighed down/downhearted
E.G: Its not surprising that Lisa is down in the dumps. Paws, the cat she had for 20 years, just died

(to) drop by:

(o) 5 (hiB EDMbI 90y Ygame) 50,5 (5090 9 0] o (oS b (ol & I Soro
Syn: stop by, to pay a visit
E.G: "Hi, I was in the neighborhood so I thought I'd drop by!"

(to) hang around:
il Jgecydig a8 Cdy (Sl g 00gqt (S0
Syn:linger, idle

E.G: we had to hang around the airport for an extra six hours because our flight was delayed

(to) hang out:
(=8 (ol Vsone ade plol g y&5 (6l a5 a4l )0 (A8 eMlasl b (128,8) 039,35 851 (o
Hang out with: REHPRUFON PR (R

Syn:go out with sb, keep company with sb
E.G: Kathy and her friends like to hang out at the mall.

(to) have a blast

O¥g IS oo (et aisS 5l (e
Syn:have fun, have a great time, enjoy oneself
E.G: Last summer, Nicole had a blast backpacking through Europe with some friends.

2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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take it easy:
Syn:lighten up, unwind, slow down, let it all hang out, chill out
E.G: You lost your keys? Take it easy, I'm sure you'll find them.

(to) take something the wrong way:
O A gile g (duegd 9y (S olillll (S
‘5)45.: oloidlila 0)9.'56).3 S dSﬁ,..i' ASQ.‘v.l ‘5|).3 p.uSu.o solasw! 9 C)Uaud L',.gJ Gﬂ.a.o edls> 39 ng

Syn:take a miss, take offense
E.G: Don't take this the wrong way, but I liked your hair better before you got it cut.

there's no accounting for taste:

Syn:Diffrent strokes for different folks

E.G: Tiffany has a tattoo of a squirrel on her leg. There's no accounting for taste.

under one's breath:
a9 ) Sxe
Syn: quietly; in a whisper

E.G: Mike agreed to take out the garbage, saying under his breath, "I always do the dirty work around
here.

(to be) up in the air:
Syn:in the balance, undetermined, unknown, uncertain
E.G: 1t might rain later, so our plans for the picnic are up in the air.

2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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1) Bob was fired. It's not surpnsing that he's down the
dumps.
a) at b) In c) with
2) Ted thinks Amber i1s wonderful. He's just crazy her.
a) about b} around c) into
32) "Don't this the wrong way, but I really don't like your

4)

2)

girlfriend,” said Susan to Ted.
a) understand bl put c) take

Ted likes o0 hang with Amber. She's fun to be with.

a) on b) ot c) In

Ted decided to go over to Amber's house. He'd promised her
he'd drop -

a) by b) arowund ¢) mear
&) Bob and Susan don't know where they'll go on vacation.
Their travel plans are still up the air.
a) aroumnd b} in c) above
7) Judy muttered something nasty her breath, but 1
couldn't quite hear it
a) about b} under c) below
8) Why are vou hanging the house on such a beauniful
day? You should be outside enjoying the weather.
a) inside b) fiom ¢) around
2 YU eyl 1oy 53 e e Speak English Like An American c.li4 5>
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@ Review for Lessons 1-5

Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1) After copying from his friend's paper duning the test, Ted was

2)

3)

4)

3)

6)

7)

] e with his chemistry teacher.
a) thick b} thin c) dangerous
Ted's teacher hit the on the head. Ted should spend less
tme playing guitar and more time studyimng.
a) tack b) nail C) screw
I'm not really crazy about my friend's hushand. He talks too

much, and he never listens to what anybody else 1s saying.
He's just not my cup of /

a) coffee b) cocoa c) tea
If Ted has his_set on going to New York University, he's
gomng to have to buckle down and start studying more.

a) life b) brain c) heart
It's not surprsing that Nicole gets such good grades. She's as

as a tack.

a) smart b) sharp c) clever
When Peter his temper, it's very scary. He throws fur-
niure everywhere.

a) loses b) finds c) opens
Adter Jane started hitting the , her grades started 1im-
proving immediately.

a) work b) books c¢) teachers

2 YL s el o9 (e Speak English Like An American w.li4 o 50>
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8) MNicole said something  her breath, but I couldn't hear it.
When | asked her to repeat it, she refused.

a) on b) about c) under
9) Will Ted ever be the best student in his clazss? Sure, when
fly!
a) sheep b) goats c) pigs

10) A positive attitude leads to success. When things get dif-
ficult, it's important to keep your up.

a) chin b) neck c) head

11} Bob was all stressed because the traffic was making
him late for a doctor's appointment.

a) over b) out c) up

12) Frank knew that the judge had already decided he was
guilty. There was no point arguing with him.

a) b) around c) about

13} Some people think Micole and Susan are sisters. That really
Nicole crazy!

a) does b) causes c) drives

14) Ted has been slacking since the first day of high school,
s0 it's not surprising that he's doing so poorly.
a) around by off c) about

15} During the Depression in the 1930's, many families in
Amenca were living from hand 1o

a) arm b) mouth c) hand

25 gL s yaal 2oy 93 yde Speak English Like An American w4 55>
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I baked
cookies for
you!

You've

r
got a heart
of gold!
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LESSON 6

SUSAN STAYS HOME AND

BAKES COOKIES

Susan decides to cheer up her husband. Bob
loves her homemade cookies. Nicole suggests
shestart a cookie business.

Usan:

Bob:

Usan:

Bob:

Usan:

Bob:

Nicole:

Usan:

Nicole:

Bob:

Usan:

Bob, | baked cookies for you.

That was so nice of you, dear. Y ou've got aheart of gold!
Go ahead and pig out!

These are delicious!

| thought they might cheer you up. You've beenin a
bad mood lately.

| guess | have been alittle on edge. But these cookies
arejust what the doctor ordered!

Do | smell cookies?
Yes, Nicole. Help your sdif.

Yum-yum.* These are out of thisworld. You could go
into business selling these!

You could call them Susan's Scrumptious Cookies.
You'd make a bundle.

Good thinking!

41
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Nicole: Don't forget to give me credit for the idea after you're
rich and famous!

Susan:  You know | always give credit where credit is due!

* Yum-yum: this is said when something is delicious. You can also say "mmm,
mmm" or "mmm-mmm, good."

IDIOMS - LESSON 6

(to) cheer someone up - to make someone happy

EXAMPLE 1: Susan called her friend in the hospital to cheer her up.
EXAMPLE 2: My father has been depressed for weeks now. | don't know
what to do to cheer him up.

NOTE: You can tell somebody to "Cheer up!” if they are feeling sad.

(to) give (someone) credit - to acknowledge someone's con-
tribution; to recognize a positive trait in someone
EXAMPLE 11 The scientist gave his assistant credit for the discovery.

EXAMPLE 2: | can't believe you asked your boss for a raise when your
company is doing so poorly. | must give you credit for your courage!

(to) give credit where credit is due - to give thanks or ac-
knowledgement to the person who deserves it

EXAMPLE: | will be sure to thank you when | give my speech. | aways
give credit where credit is due.

(to) go into business - to start a business

EXAMPLE 1: Jeff decided to go into business selling baseball cards.
EXAMPLE 2: Evawent into business selling her homemade muffins.

good thinking - good idea; smart planning

EXAMPLE 1 I'm glad you brought an umbrella— that was good thinking!
EXAMPLE 2: You reserved our movie tickets over the Internet? Good
thinking!

(to) have a heart of gold - to be very kind and giving

EXAMPLE 1: Alexander has a heart of gold and always thinks of others
before himsdlf.

EXAMPLE 2: You adopted five children from a Romanian orphanage?
You've got a heart of gold!

42
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SUSAN STAYS HOME AND BAKES COOKIES

(to) cheer someone up

OO 255 9y o5 Je oS 0355 Jlrdg (S
Syn:enliven, gladden ,hearten
E.G: susan called her friend in the hospital to cheer her up.

(to) give (someone) credit

S (59,5 Al e 50,5 i 1) oS o sbinsl Sxo
Syn: to acknowledge/confirm/second someone('s accomplishment)
E.G: The scientist gave his assistant credit for the discovery.

(to) give credit where credit is due

E.G: 1 will be sure to thank you when | give my speech. | always give credit where credit is due.

(to) go into business

O E979 95 G5 5 iy ol (Fro
Syn: enter into a business
E.G: Jeff decided to go into business selling baseball cards.

good thinking:

297 Sy 5 o> ol g SET (o
Syn: good idea/thought; smart planning, sensible advice
E.G: 'm glad you brought an umbrella — that was good thinking!

(to) have a heart of gold:
OO 8 gl (o

Syn: affectionate, good-hearted, heartwarming, warmblooded, soft/warm-hearted,
loving

Common error: have a golden-heart

E.G: you adopted five children from a Romanian orphanage? You've got a heart of gold

Help yourself:
(ais oolain] B las gl p)asS ol pdy ei0es 5l amle il Seo

Syn: serve yourself
E.G: ""Help yourselves to cookies and coffee,” said Maria before the meeting started.

(to be) in a bad mood:
s 295 Jl € 99 g b 9 e 550 (0

Syn: down in the dumps, To be unhappy; depressed; irritable

2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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E.G: I don't like to see you in a bad mood. How can | cheer you up?

just what the doctor ordered:
(poislo) 091 3L aS (g5 (ygod @30 1 S0

E.G: Our trip to Florida was so relaxing. It was just what the doctor ordered!
(to) make a bundle:

ORls dalys (L e (50,5 9,k Jgut P
Syn: make a killing/a bomb/fortune/pretty penny/big bucks/packet/a pile, rake it in
E.G: Bob's friend Charles made a bundle in the stock market and retired at age 45.

(to be) on edge:

Oog el g (eAs] (A0

Syn: anxious, nervous, irritable,to be in bad mood
E.G: Ever since his car accident, Neil has felt on edge.

out of this world:

(0 o gty loms 108 0,50 ,8) 5501 CuiSd g Jle Ll S0
Syn: fantastic, fantabulous, amazing( Jl),yummy, delicate,
delicious(o peiss>)

E.G: Mrs. Field's oatmeal raisin cookies are out of this world!

(to) pig out:

0997 075 B (09,95 ala > ¢ (9,95 ol 5 g Ll Sme
Syn: devour, gull, engorge, guzzle
E.G: "Nicole, stop pigging out on cookies or you'll never be able to eat your dinner!"
On: C)Ua.»o‘ U"‘ Ls.@l..a.o-‘ sl ;é)>
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M o (o b Cond

Choo=se the best substitute for the phrase or sentence in bold:

1)

Thanks fiw baking cookies for me. You've got a heart of
wold.

a) You're a very nice persor.

b} You're a reliable person.

¢} Youre very genercus with your money.

2) I baked these coobkies for vou. Why don't vou pig owt?
a) Please ake just one cookie.
by Take as many cookies as vou hke.
) Why don't you ever eat my cookies?
3y I kmow vou'll like my cookies since yvou"ve @ol a sweel
toaoith.
a) your teeth are hurting
b) wyou don't like sweet things
c)  wvou like sweet things
41 YWou should @go into business selling cookies.
a) You should go to the store and buy some cookies.
b} You should try to get a job baking cookies.
) You should start a company that sells cookies.
5) 1 baked these cookies. Help vourself!
a) Let me get vou one!
bl Take some!
cl Yoo need o el some help!
6} If you went into business selling these deliciows cookies,
wou'd make a bundle.
a) you'd make many cookies
b} you'd make a lot of money
<) you'd make a few dollars
Ty Csood thinking!
a) That's a good 1deal
b) It's good that vou're thinking!
c) Keep thanking good thoughts!
H) 1 was thirsty. This wed tea 15 just what the doctor
ordered.
a) exactly what I needed
b} wery healthy for me
c) exactly what my doctor recommended
2 gYL (s yaal o) 93 e Speak English Like An American w.li4 o 50>
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Are you
pPrepared to work
like a dog?

to hire you to
work like a dog!
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LESSON 7

SUSAN HIRES BOB TO
RUN HER BUSINESS

Susan stays up all night thinking about her
cookiebusiness. I n themorning, shediscussesit
with Bob. Bob agreestowork for her.

Bob:  You'reup bright and early this morning, Susan.

Susan: | didn't deep awink. | was awake al night thinking
about the new business.

Bob: Running your own business is lots of work. Are you
prepared to work like a dog?

Susan: No. But | am prepared to hireyou to run the business.
Bob: You want me to run a cookie business? Fat chance!
Susan:  Why not?

Bob: | don't have a clue about making cookies. | don't even
know how to turn the oven on!

Susan: I'll giveyou acrash course.
Bob: Do | have to do the baking?

Susan: No. You'll just manage the business side.

47
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Bob:  Needlessto say, | have mixed feelings about working

for you.
Susan:  |'ll benice. | promise you'll be a happy camper.

Bob: Okay. Let'sgiveit a shot, boss!

IDIOMS - LESSON 7

bright and early - early in the morning

EXAMPLE 1. Our flight to Berlin leaves a 7:00 am. tomorrow, so we'll
have to get up bright and early.

EXAMPLE 2: We have lots of cookies to bake so we'll have to start bright
and early tomorrow.

Srnonym: at the crack of dawn

crash course - short and intensive instruction

EXAMPLE 1. Yesterday, Joan's son sat down with her for a couple of hours
and gave her a crash course on using the Internet.

EXAMPLE 2: Rachel had a date on Friday night with an auto mechanic. He
gave her a crash course on changing her oil.

Fat chance! - definitely not

EXAMPLE 1. The boys at school are always laughing at Dana. Will she be
invited to the school dance? Fat chance!

EXAMPLE 2: You want to borrow my new car and drive it across the coun-
try? Fat chance!

Srnonyms hever in amillion years; no way!

(to) give it a shot - to try something

EXAMPLE 1. I've never tried to make wine in my bathtub before, but per-
haps I'll give it a shot.
EXAMPLE 2: You can't open that jar? Let me give it a shot.

Srnonyms 1O give it atry; to try one's hand at something

NOTE: "To give it one's best shot" meansto try as hard as one can. | know
you're nervous about the interview — just give it your best shot.
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SUSAN HIRES BOB TO RUN HER BUSINESS

bright and early:
0% ooagme Jgl ¢ 095 el (e

Syn: at the crack of dawn, at day break
E.G: We have lots of cookies to bake so we'll have to start bright and early tomorrow

crash course:
olisS 5 03,88 ijgal 5 WIS (Sre

Syn: intensive course

E.G: Rachel had a date on Friday night with an auto mechanic. He gave her a crash
course on changing her oil.

Fat chance:
aS Lz s ] ael S

Syn: when hell freezes over, never in a million years, small/slim/ghost of a chance,
snowball's chance in hell, no way, poor outlook

E.G: You want to borrow my new car and drive it across the country? Fat chance!

(to) give it a shot:
Sz b ) 0,8 ol (Se

Syn: give it a try, make an attemp/endeavor, effort
E.G: You can't open that jar? Let me give it a shot.

happy camper:
Lol sl (o2l « Jlrdsg Ghomds poli (So
Syn:glad, pleased, delighted, content
Note: _ito cdles |,:5T
E.G: Steve is taking five difficult courses this semester. He's not a happy camper!

(to have) mixed feelings:

S 5 09 redan gite oyl 3l (et sl g (5 S8 Cade G b 6,1 5l isu o)l j0l (e

Syn: equivocal, undecided, ambivalent, indecisive feeling/thoughts

E.G: I have mixed feelings about the president of our company. He's good with the
clients, but he's nasty to his employees.
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needless to say:

...... AS 3 o i Camed jlicasedlyr Sme

Syn: obviously, it goes without saying, it's transparent that....
E.G: You've got a test tomorrow morning. Needless to say, you can't stay out late tonight

(to) not have a clue:

el ZeBpdgdaedip )l (6 Al Sxe
Syn: Beats me!, not have the faintest, be at the sea, be mystified/clueless
E.G: Do you know how to fix a broken printer?" - "No, | don‘t have a clue!"

(to) not sleep a wink:

OlsPs 5 sl b (GRS Sy (55, SLT e
Syn:burn the midnight oil, to not get any sleep
E.G: Ted was so nervous about his chemistry test that he didn't sleep a wink the night before.

(to) work like a dog:

G855 b B G ez« 03,5 )1 5 el (S
Syn: to work one's tail off; to work like a horse; to work one's fingers to the bone
E.G: Al worked like a dog on his term paper and got an "A+" on it
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Fill im the blank wwith the missing word:

137 Bob was surprised o see his wifie up and early i the
TR,
aj light b)) bright ) ready

2y Last wesk I worked 20 hours. I really worked like a <
a) dog h) cat < squirrel

3y Bob had never baked anyvthing before in his life. He didn't
even have a abowut how o turn the owven on.
ad hint b)) sugmesiomn c) cloaes

4y If wou need o learn something quickly, youwu'd better take a

OO S

a) crask b)) fasc <) beginner's

5) Bob wasn't sure e wanbed to work for his wife. He had
feelings_
a) nervous b)) muaxed <) confused

&) Jennifer's boss is lousy and her salary is low. She's not a
happy_______
a) socout h) owunst <l CArmEpeer

Ty Bob decided to work for Susan. He figured he'd give it a
al shoi b)) pop cl choice

By MMicole was up all night fimishing her Spanish homework. She
didn™t slesp a
a) drink by blink o) wwambc
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LESSON 8

TED FORMS A ROCK BAND

Ted plans to become a successful musician.
First, he needs Susan to loan him money for a
new guitar Susan suggests that Ted bake cook-
iesto earn the money.

Susan: You'rein good spirits today, Ted.

Ted: I've got great news, Mom.

Susan: What is it?

Ted:  Amber and | are going to start arock band!
Susan: Good for you!

Ted: Mom, I'm not going to beat around the bush. | need to
borrow $1,000 for a new guitar.

Susan: Ted, your father and | can't shell out that much. We
aren't made of money.

Ted: You're not? | thought you were millionaires, like Don-
ald and Ivana Trump!*

Susan: Haha. This is no time to be awise guy!
Ted: | promise I'll pay you back.
Susan: How?
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Ted: We're going to W\é\’the mHs'c world by storm and
make lots of money.

Susan: That sounds like a pipe dream. Aren't high school rock
bands a dime a dozen?

Ted: Y eah, but we're different. With my guitar playing and
Amber's beautiful voice, we're sure to make a splash!

Susan:  Wall, we're going through hard times. Y ou're going to
have to work for that $1,000.

Ted: How?
Susan:  You can bake cookies.

Ted: | bet Mrs. Clapton never made Eric** bake cookies, but
| guess those are the breaks.

* Donald Trump is a famous American millionaire who made his money in
real estate. Ivanais his ex-wife.

** Fric Clapton is a very popular guitarist.

‘ IDIOMS - LESSON 8

(to) beat around the bush - to talk around the subject; to
avoid getting to the point
EXAMPLE 1: Karabeat around the bush for an hour, then findly told us

she needed aride to Kennedy Airport.
EXAMPLE 2: If you want something, tell me. Don't beat around the bush!

dime a dozen - so plentiful as to be nothing special; common

EXAMPLE 11 Redlity TV shows are a dime a dozen these days.
EXAMPLE 2: There are so many Starbucks coffee shops in Manhattan,
they're adime a dozen.

NOTE: This expression comes from the fact that a"dime" is worth only
ten cents (very little value).

2
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TED FORMS A ROCK BAND

(to) beat around the bush

cllae ol Cos (285 ¢ (138, 0,85 I S0

Syn: hem and haw, straddle the fence, to avoid getting to the point, to talk
around the subject
E.G: If you want something, tell me. Don't beat around the bush!

dime a dozen

Syn:typical, ordinary, cheap, common
E.G: Reality TV shows are a dime a dozen these days.

Good for you!

.

Syn:way to go, bravo, well done, good job
E.G: You passed your math test? Good for you!

hard times

Syn: difficult period, trying/troubled times,
E.G: Nancy's family is going through hard times. Her father just lost his job.

(to be) in good spirits

OO Yy g JrdgF g (295 Sy, glogl 651 (o
Syn: to be in a good mood/pleasant state of mind/high spirits
E.G: Sam was in good spirits after receiving his Christmas bonus.

made of money

Mee]e Sl oo

Syn: loaded; rolling in dough; to have money to burn, be born with a silver spoon in
one's mouth

E.G: Max should be willing to loan you $10,000 to start your new business. He's made of money.

(to) make a splash: (to) take (something) by storm

(ol old o e g (st So @ bgpe 02)00)5 I I Jo 85 5 (0 wgeme gyl (e
Syn: to be a hit, to win popularity quickly

E.G: Those new jeans really made a splash. All the kids are wearing them.

E.G: That new restaurant really took Chicago by storm!
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Syn:wreak, avenge, get revenge, wreak( L)

(to) pay (someone) back

E.G: Nicole paid her friend back the $10 she borrowed.
E.G:1 know who killed my dog! I will pay him back.
pipe dream

Jbb Jls «(2ls el g (28lg s (sbig 0 (oo
Syn: castle in the air/Spain, pie in the sky, chimera

E.G: You want to become a famous actor on Broadway? That sounds like a pipe dream.
(to) shell out

(313 618 Camgd o5 (5 5lado (gl 5l i) 521 (e
Syn: Foot the bill, cough up, fork out, pick up the tab/check, pony/ante up

E.G: Bob shelled out $5,000 for Nicole's piano lessons before she decided she'd rather play the flute
(that's or those are) the breaks
....... 450 ole i 90,5 Al 4z 940 S 5K ol S0

E.G: By the time we got to the theater, the new Harry Potter movie was already sold
out. Oh well, that's the breaks!

wise guy!

lo ol 4o anl S0
Syn: a smart aleck; one who makes a lot of sarcastic comments

E.G: When Mrs. Lee asked Joey what he wanted to be when he grew up, he said, "An
adult." She told him not to be such a wise guy.
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Choose the best substitute for the phrase in bold:

1) I'm in good spirits today because 1 got a promotion at work.
a) happy
b) drunk
c) tired

2) Renting an apartment on Park Avenue in Manhattan s dif=
ficult, unless you're made of money.
a) wealthv
b) strange
¢) famous
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3) My fnend's daughter paints beautiful pictures. In a few years,
she'll take the art world by storm.

a) something bad will happen and she'll lose her job
b) she'll draw an excellent painting of a storm
c) she'll become a very successful artist

4) Susan thinks that Ted's plan to become a famous rock star is
a pipe dream.

a) something that is not likely to happen
b) Ted's biggest hope
¢) something very realistic

5) If you're looking for a new suit, you shouldn't have a prob-
lem. Clothing shops in this town are a dime a dozen.
a) hard to find
b) everywhere
c) lousy

6) Ted performed at his high school dance. He knew he'd made
a splash when all the girls started singing along.
a) done something wrong
b) made a very positive impression
¢) created waves

7) Being a wise guy can be fun, but it might not make you
popular with your teachers.
a) a very intelligent person
b) an obnoxious person who makes sarcastic comments
¢) a person whom evervbody admires

8) Nicole wanis to attend Yale, but her parents don’t want to
shell out S100,000 for the tuition.
a) waste
b) save

c) pay
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LESSON 9

NICOLE FOR PRESIDENT!

Nicole discusses her plans to run for student
body president. Nicole wants Ted to ask his
friendsto votefor her. Ted agrees, in exchange
for Nicole'shelp with hishomework.

Nicole:

Ted:

Nicole:

Ted:

Nicole:

Ted:

Nicole:

Ted:

I've decided to run for student body president! If I'm
going to become a senator one day, | should get some
experience under my belt now.

Andrea Jenkins is aso running. She'll giveyou arun
for your money!

Andrea Jenkinsis an idiot. I'm by far the better can-
didate.

Don't be so full of yoursdlf! | might vote for Andrea.

Stop kidding around. Let's get down to business. |
need your help.

You want me to help youl!
Yes. | need you to talk your friends into voting for me.
But you never give my friends the time of day. All

you give them is the cold shoulder.

Y4
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Nicole: That's because Wl\évyyve%%t %Hg hair and nose rings!

Ted: They're better than your friends — a bunch of goody-
goodies and brown-noser s!

Nicole: That's beside the point. Let's talk about your friends
and their votes.

Ted: Okay. You scratch my back and I'll scratch yours. If
you do my chemistry homework, I'll help you get the
votes.

Nicole: 1'm not crazy about that idea. But, okay, it's a deal. |
hope | can count on you.

IDIOMS - LESSON 9

beside the point - see Lesson 3

brown-noser [dang] - a person who's constantly trying to
win favor with people above them, such as teachers or bosses

EXAMPLE 1: Lauren is such a brown-noser. She's always telling her
teacher how much she enjoys class.
EXAMPLE 2: Dennis brought the boss lunch today? What a br own-noser!

NOTE: You will also see the verb form of this expression: "to brown-
nose." Example: Dennisis always brown-nosing the boss, but | ill don't
think he's going to get a promotion.

by far - by awide margin; by a great difference

EXAMPLE 1: Some people think Tom Hanks is by far the best actor in
America today.

EXAMPLE 2: Mediterranean Grill is by far the best restaurant in town. No
wonder it's so hard to get areservation there!

Srnonyms by along shot; far and away; hands down
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NICOLE FOR PRESIDENT!

brown-noser

Sl azbl oo
Brwon-nose: :yo 5 s,le> a2l

Syn:bootlicker, flatterer, yes-man, apple polisher
E.G: Dennis brought the boss lunch today? What a brown-noser!
by far

..... oL alold § M il o 4l o
Syn: by a long shot; far and away; hands down

E.G: Some people think Tom Hanks is by far the best actor in America today.
(to) count on someone

00,5 slaiel S a4 0,5 Gl oS 5,0 S
Syn: to depend or rely on someone, lean on, bank on

E.G: If I can count on you to wake me up, | won't set my alarm clock.
To be full of oneself

OO Mo 395 (1092 )9 y30’ (A0
Syn:to be swellheaded/high-hat/tofee-nosed/hoity-toity/self-
conceited/stuck-up,to walk with one's nose in the air

E.G: Mitch thinks he's really great. He's so full of himself.
(to) get down to business

O B 4 ggpbeilailel) g 5k g el )5 4y Cunsl Sro
Syn:get down to brass tack, get stuck in, get weaving, get the ball rolling,
set to work, embark on, commence

E.G: our dinner guests are arriving in two hours. We'd better get down to business and start preparing.

to) get or to have under one's belt
Ol 4 p2x g (49,5 S 4,25 (o

E.G: Kristen had three years of working for a large law firm under her belt before
leaving to start her own firm.
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(to) give (someone) a run for (one's) money
Syn:to vie/rival/contend/compete/match/jostle

E.G: We lost the soccer tournament, but we certainly gave the girls from Stamford High
School a run for their money.

(to not) give someone the time of day

OO (AT (oS A0S (oo o5l (e
Syn: turn one's back on , blow sb off, give someone the brush-off ,to brush
off, turn a blind eye on sb ,cut dead ,to ignore/ snub

E.G: Why don't you find a new stockbroker? Yours is always so busy, she barely gives
you the time of day.

goody-goody
ookl polismgm dzmcate azl (S
Syn: goody two-shoes; teacher's pet

E.G: Goody-goodies usually sit in the front row and smile at the teacher during class.
it's a deal

Syn:we're in business, you've got it, okey dokey , all right

E.G: If you rake up all the leaves in front of the house, I'll do the dishes” - "'It's a deal!"*
(to) kid around

009153 3k S350 Sk azm (59,5 (S e ¢ 00950 S5k ol (S
Syn: to joke around; to tease, horse around, fool around, act/play the fool,clown around

E.G: Jeremy loves to kid around, so don't be offended by anything he says.
(to) talk into

S 50,5 BBl S
Syn:win over/persuade/convince

E.G: Chris didn't want to jump out of the plane, but Erin talked him into it.
you scratch my back and I'll scratch yours

e SeS 5,5 e (S5 SeS o g Syt U ol (Smo
Syn:one hand washes the other

E.G: If I drive you into the city, will you pick up my dry cleaning?
You scratch my back and I'll scratch yours.
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(to) give someone the cold shoulder

=S L0 LSS Jore (oS ax(y3)S e (02 55 (oS TSR0
Syn:turn one's back on , blow sb off, give someone the brush-off ,to brush
off, turn a blind eye on sb ,cut dead ,to ignore/ snub

E.G: I can't understand why Joe would give you the cold shoulder. | thought you two were
good friends!
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Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1) Nicole i1s very reliable. You can always count her.
a) in b) on c) with

2) I need to ask you for your help, and I'll do something nice for
yvou in return. You scratch my _ and I'll seratch yours.
a) back b} neck c) foot

3) Stop kidding ' Tell me where you hid my shoes.

a) abouwt b) around C) Indo

4) 1 can't believe that Lisa gave youth e shoulder. I
thought you two were friends.

a) hot b) freezing ¢) cold

5) Ted's friends didn't want to vote for Micole, but Ted talked
them [
a) Imto b) around c) for

6) Although Jim Greene was far the more gualified can-
didate, he lost the election because of a scandal.
a) way b) n c) by

7) Denise is really full herself. She thinks she's the smarn-
est and most beautfiul woman in the world.
a) with b) of c) in

8) Nicole thinks that Andrea is a snob. She says Andrea won't
her the time of day.

a) give b) allow c) nell
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LESSON 10

BOB VISITS THE
VILLAGE MARKET

Bob goestotheVillageMarket, asupermarketin
town. HeasksCarol, theowner of thestore, if she
wouldliketo sell Susan's Scrumptious Cookies.
Carol agrees, butisn't abletotell Bob how much
she'll pay him.

Bob: Thank you for making time for me today, Carol.
Carol: Don't mention it, Bob. What's up?

Bob: My wife baked these cookies from scratch. Please take
one.

Carol: Mmmm, chewy. These are out of this world!
Bob: My wife's a great cook.

Carol: You can say that again. | don't want to make a pig of
mysdf, but let me take a few more.

Bob: Oink oink! Just kidding!

Carol: I'dliketo sdll these at the Village Market. My cus-
tomers will go nuts over these!

Bob: How much would you pay us for each cookie?

Carol: I'mnot sure. | need to roll up my sleeves and figure
out the finances.
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Bob: Can you give mvc\é%g?&akrwﬁ%ure now?

Carol: | don't want to jump the gun. Sit tight for now, and
we'll talk things over this evening.

IDIOMS - LESSON 10

ballpark figure- an approximate number

EXAMPLE 1. The auto mechanic didn't know exactly how much the repairs
would cogt, but he was able to give me aballpark figure.

EXAMPLE 2: The plumber estimated that it would cost $150 to fix our sink,
but that wasjust aballpark figure.

Don't mention it! - you're welcome

EXAMPLE 1: "Thanks for bringing the cookies," | said to Susan. " Don't
mention it!" she replied.

EXAMPLE 2: "Thanks for picking up my suit & the dry cleaners.” - " Don't
mention it. It was my pleasure.”

(to) figureout - to solve; to determine

EXAMPLE 1: Ted couldn't figure out one of his math problems, so he
asked his sister for help.

EXAMPLE 2: Susan is sure she'll never figure out why kids today behave
the way they do.

from scratch - from the beginning; using al fresh ingre-
dients rather than using a prepared mix
EXAMPLE 11 The house was in such bad shape, they decided to tear it

down and re-build it from scratch.
EXAMPLE 2:  You baked these muffins from scratch? They're delicious!

(to) go nuts [dang] - to react with great enthusasm

EXAMPLE 1: When Tiger Woods got a hole-in-one during the golf
tournament, the crowd went nuts.
EXAMPLE 2: When Eminem appeared on stage, everybody went nuts.

NOTE: This expression also means "to go crazy" or "to become crazy
with anger." Example: Jim went nuts when his wife told him she was
leaving him for another man.
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BOB VISITS THE VILLAGE MARKET

ballpark figure

Syn: Rough guess/calculation
E.G: The plumber estimated that it would cost $150 to fix our sink, but that was just a ballpark figure.

Don't mention it!
aS 3,55 65 ol g, Lo BB oo piieeiSin lgST i

Syn: never mind, it doesn't matter , it makes no difference/odds ,that's
alright

E.G: "Thanks for picking up my suit at the dry cleaners.” - "Don’t mention it. It was my pleasure.”

(to) figure out
O30 pse (ol a2 gie ¢ ey Sl (Fro

Syn: find out , work out , puzzle out , solve , discover
E.G: Susan is sure she'll never figure out why kids today behave the way they do.

from scratch
(0,0 (izo 93)o U ddsl olgo jlooliiw/c Jol al> po 5l ¢ yao 5l g e 5l e Jol 5lh 0

Syn: From zero / nothing , from the ground up, de novo
E.G: The house was in such bad shape, they decided to tear it down and re-build it from scratch.
E.G: You baked these muffins from scratch? They're delicious!

(to) go nuts
010 0 9 (o A59g90 9 (30,5 (BB« (ol Flidiocyuud 00 lxad ¢y 95 395 311 o

Syn: go mad/crazy, become insane , freak out, lose one's temper' lose one's
body cool , to fly into a rage, go bananas (o ages § Jluac)

Syn: get fired up , get going on, get stirred Up(;,os sesen 39> 5l 5 liiw)
E.G: Jim went nuts when his wife told him she was leaving him for another man.(Qo.;L cmac )

E.G: When Eminem appeared on stage, everybody went nuts.( ;o 63 ylws)

(to) jump the gun
OO Jos ;58 g g 00 Sl (3,5 9,50 dege 5l 5095 9 (3,5 (Swd i (oo
Syn: act too soon /prematurely, be ahead of oneself , be previous , be hasty

E.G: Nicole really jumped the gun by writing her acceptance speech before the results of the
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elections were announced.
just kidding

Syn:I was fooling around/clowning around/joking
E.G: Are you sure that's your husband? | thought he was your grandfather. Just kidding!
(to) make a pig of oneself
0055 8 0855 895 03k 5 005 9P ¢ 09l el (eSS T Sme
Syn:pig out on, pork out
E.G: I made a pig of myself by eating four slices of pie.

(to) make time for
S LS Gln 05 JB 285 ¢ oS Gl RS LS cégl (o
Syn:squeeze sb/sth in

E.G: I'll be sure to make time for you when you visit me.
(to) roll up one's sleeves

OO £37 9) £35S B 4 9,5 ¢ 505 Vb g Ll S
Syn:set to work , get down to business/work, buckle down
E.G: Let's roll up our sleeves and finish making these cookies!
(to) sit tight

05 )8 g ool > G0 ST ol S
Syn:stay put, hang back( st > ),play a waiting game , bide one's time( s S ,w0)

E.G: Sit tight, the doctor will be with you in a few minutes.
What's up?

ez JSianefo,l 5 ax jlandd T oz godge € (500 LIz € 15 4 (Jo
Syn:what's going on? what's new? what's doing? what's
happening?(f.s,skz)
Syn:what's the matter/the problem/wrong?(Sa> a.a8 sui>)

E.G: What's up? | haven't spoken to you in a long time.
you can say that again

olge Olal lads ¢ a5 5T S
Syn:Damn straight, okey dokey, absolutely, to agree with sh

E.G: "The weather is so nasty today." - ""You can say that again! | don't even want to go outside!"
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TR PRACTICE THE IDIOMS

Imagine that vou are Bob and that you're meeting with Carol
from the Village Market to sell her vour cookies. Choose the most
appropriate replies to Carol's questions and statemenis:

1} Carol: "I'm glad | was able to make time to see you today "
Bob's replv:
a) "I guess I'll see you tomorrow then."
b) "It must be nice to have so much free time. ™
c) "Yes, thanks for fitting me into your busy schedule.™

2) Carol: "What's up™
Bob's replyv:
a) "Fine, thank you ™
b) "I'd hke to discuss a business deal with you.”
c) "I don't know. Let me check with my wife."

3) Carol: "These cookies are out of this world. What do you
think ™™
Bob's reply:
a) "l agree. They're delicious!™
by "I don't know where they are.™
¢) "Mo thanks. I've already had ten cookies.™

4) Carol: "Did your wife make these from scratch?™
Bob's reply:
a) "No, she made them from flour, eggs, and sugar."”
by "Yes, she did. She loves o bake. ™
¢) "Yes. She bought a roll of Pillsbury frozen dough and
heated it in the oven for 15 minutes.”

5) Carol: "l ate seven cookies. Do you think I've made a pig of
myself?"
Bob's reply:
a) "MNot at all. These cookies are hard to resist!™
b) "Yes. You look just like a pig."”
c) "Yes. Pigs love 1o eat cookies too.”
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) Carod: "1 think my customers will go nuts over these cookies_ ™
Bob's repive
al "l agree. After all, they're very good!™
by "MNuts? Sure, we can put nuts in the cookies.™
c) "l disagree. They'll probably like them.™

71 Carcd: "Bob, I'm not ready 1o give you a ballpark figure yet. ™
Pobv's repldye
a) "Okay, how about one dollar per cookis?™
by "When yvou're ready, we can sell them in the ballpark. ™
c) TOkay, [ can walt until torrsorross "™
85) Carod: "1 don't want to jurnp the gun by discussing details monse ™
BHol's replyve
a) "I understand. Take some time o thaonk abowt 1.
by "1 didn't say anvthing about selling voun guns ™
c) "Thanks, I'd lowve an answer right mosw ™

:Méls RN ‘sLﬁuvyb‘sLb . .

ﬁ% Review for lessons 6-10

Choose the best substitute for the phrase in bold:

[} Thas apple pe 15 out of this world.
a) not bad

b) from another planet
¢} delicious

2) Jane was feeling on edge, so she went to a day spa to relax.
a) anxious
b) relaxed

c) angry

3) You ate 15 cookies? You really made a pig of vourself
a) turned mnto an animal with a snout and tail
b) made yourself sick
c) ate more than you should have
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4) Bob wasn't sure he wanted to work for his wife's cookie
company, but she talked him into it

a) forced him
b) convinced him
c) asked him

5) Nancy doesn't have a clue about the Internet. She's never
even used e-mail.

a) understands deeply
b} knows nothing

c) 15 learning a lot

G) Stop beating around the bush! I don't know what vou're
trying to tell me.
a) avoiding the subject
b} hitting the trees
c) repeating yourself

7} Paul likes to draw silly cartoons of his classmates on the
blackboard before class. He's a wise guy.
a) bad smudent
b) smart person
c) sarcastic person

#) Tom needed to learn how to ride a horse before his trip to
Ireland, s0 he took a erash course.
a) short, miensive class
b} class in falling down
c) semester-long class

9) Lavra made a bundle when she was younger, and now she
spends every day on the golf course.

a) had a good job
b) made lots of money

c) stole money

10} The doctor will be with yvou soon. Please sit tight.
a) come back later
b) wait patiently
c) follow me
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Let me sweete'n
the deal — 60 cents
per cookie?

That barely

Pays for the cost
~of the sugar!
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LESSON 11

BOB DRIVES A
HARD BARGAIN

Carol fromtheVillageMarket callsBobtodis-
cuss Susan's Scrumptious Cookies. Carol and
Bob discusshow much Bob will receivefor each

cookie.

Carol: Hi Bob. How's it going?

Bob: Fine thanks, Carol. How are you?

Carol: Can't complain. Bob, I've had a chance to crunch
some numbers. | can pay you 50c per cookie.

Bob: That's out of the question. At that price, it's not worth
our while. The ingredients alone cost us 30c per cookie.

Carol: Okay, let me sweeten the deal — 60c per cookie?

Bob: Carol, my wife and | need to make a living from this
business.

Carol: Okay, okay, you've twisted my arm. I'll pay you 75¢c
per cookie. Takeit or leaveit!

Bob: Now you'retalking! Well take it.
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Carol: Youdriveahard bargain, Bob.

Bob: Yes, but we make a good cookie.
Carol: Let's get the ball rolling. Bring me 2,000 cookies on
Monday morning by 9 am.

Cal

IDIOMS - LESSON 11

can't complain - things are going well; I'm fine

EXAMPLE 11 "How's business, Mike?" - " Can't complain. | sold alot of
computers this month."
EXAMPLE 2: "How are things going a your new job?"- " Can't complain."

(to) crunch numbers - to perform calculations (especially
financial calculations)

EXAMPLE 1: Scott loves to crunch numbers, so he decided to become an
accountant.

EXAMPLE 2: Wendy spends al her time at work in front of the computer
crunching numbers and analyzing sales data.

(to) drive a hard bargain - to be tough in negotiating an
agreement; to negotiate something in one's favor

EXAMPLE 1: | wanted to pay less for the car, but the salesman drove a
hard bargain.

EXAMPLE 2: Eric drove a hard bargain and got the company to raise
their saary offer by $15,000.

(to) get the ball rolling - to get started

EXAMPLE 1: Let's get the ball rolling on this project. We've only got one
week to finish it.

EXAMPLE 2: If we don't get the ball rolling on our vacation plans soon,
we'll end up going nowhere.

How's it going? - How are you?

EXAMPLE 1 "How'sit going?" | asked Ted. "Everything'sfine. How are
you?" hereplied.

EXAMPLE 2: "How'sit going?" Vladimir asked me. "Not bad," | replied.
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BOB DRIVES A HARD BARGAIN

can't complain

00 0,050 050 (o7 ¢ S (o2l (S
Syn:i'm ok , Good!

E.G: "How are things going at your new job?"- **Can’t complain."'

(to) crunch numbers
0S5 Blabgo g0 ¢ 0, wlusl S
Syn:to cipher/calculate/ compute

E.G: Wendy spends all her time at work in front of the computer crunching numbers
and analyzing sales data.

(to) drive a hard bargain
(0,510 g (9,8 9 %)% 9900 Ceaglia g (J il Jal e pog alalee Sl (e

E.G: Eric drove a hard bargain and got the company to raise their salary offer by $15,000.

(to) get the ball rolling
S OB  Cad 5 (3,5 £9 500 (Sre
Syn:set to work , get down to work / business, get into the way of doing of sth

E.G: If we don't get the ball rolling on our vacation plans soon, we'll end up going nowhere.

How's it going?
s az < G5 5k (S
Syn: what's going on? what's new? what's doing? what's happening?

E.G: "How's it going?"" Vladimir asked me. "Not bad," | replied.

(to) make a living
S5 OIS ¢ o) Llae el g (Sai; ST (S
Syn:earn a living/money, make ends meet, meet the needs

E.G: Danny makes some money playing his guitar on street corners, but not enough to
make a living.

now you're talking
Slas B> 0l ol coa Yb:s&&o
Syn:it's a deal , we're in business'
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E.G: You'd like to offer me a $10,000 raise and a corner office? Now you're talking!

out of the question
s ¢ Sen yufl S0

Syn:impossible,unachievable,unobtainable,hopless

E.G: You want to borrow my new car and drive it across the country? I'm sorry, but
that's out of the question.

(to) sweeten the deal
OO (e Sy 5 dloles (0,5 (el (o

E.G: IBM offered to sweeten the deal by giving John a company car if he agreed to
work for them.

take it or leave it
55 dlen b oS Jged Lilgss (slsduces lysu slosue Cond 45 dlon] oo
Syn: accept it or reject it

E.G: I'm offering to do the dishes for one week if you'll help me with my science
project. Take it or leave it.

(to) twist (someone's) arm
ONYg8onS 53,5 oly 9 9,5 B L S
Syn: talk into, persuade, convince

E.G: Ted didn't want to get another tattoo on his back, but Amber twisted his arm.

Be worth one's while
05 LG9 4 45 (STuzgy95u 0)3 4 g dnhal (Ghro
Syn:be worthwhile, useful/helpful/worthy

E.G: It would be worth your while to audition for the game show Jeopardy. You'd
probably win a lot of money
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Abe, owner of Honest Abe's Furniture Store, is talking to Jeff

about a new advertising campaign for the store. Jeff owns an
adverusing agency. Complete the dialogue using these idioms:

get the ball rolling drive a hard bargain
crunch some numbers how's it going

out of the gquestion now you're talking
twisted my arm make a living
Abe: Hi, Jeff. ?

Jefff Fine, thanks. I've only scheduled a half hour for this meet-
ing, s0 we'd better

Abe: Jeff, 1 need you to come up with a new advertising cam-
paign for my furniture shop.

Jeff: I've had a chance to »and you'll need
o pay me 530,000 to come up with some new ideas.

Abe: Thirty thousand dollars? That's really

Jeift? Listen, Abe, I need to too. I've got a
wife and seven children at home.

Abe: T'll pay you $20,000.

Jeff If you want quality work, you have to pay for it. Let's say
§25 0007

Abe: Okay, okay. You've - I'll pay you $23 ({00.

Jetf: - That's a fair price,

Abe: You certainly

Jefff 1 know, but you'll be happy with my work.
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LESSON 12

BOB'S BIG COOKIE ORDER

Thefamilyisgathered aroundthedinner table.
Bob tells them about his deal with the Village

Market. He asks his kidsfor help baking the

cookies.

Bob: I know I've been down in the dumps since | got fired,
but things arelooking up now. The Village Market
wants to sall our cookies.

Nicole: That's great news, Dad!

Bob: We're going to have to bake like crazy over the week-
end. They want 2,000 cookies by Monday.

Nicole: Two thousand cookies in three days? Don't you think
you've bitten off more than you can chew?

Ted: Y eah, you're going to be running around like a chick-
en with its head cut off!

Susan: Fortunately, there are four of us here. You kids will have
to pitch in too.

Nicole: Sorry, but | can't. | have to finish Ted's chemistry home-
work and then I've got to get going on my election speech.

Bob: What's that about doing Ted's chemistry homework?
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Ted: Never mind! A%\S&"’M‘ﬁﬂ”ﬁéﬂj'%ut with the cookies
instead of Nicole.

Susan: For heaven's sake, Nicole! It'slike pulling teeth get-
ting you to do any work around here.

‘d

»

IDIOMS - LESSON 12

(to) bite off more than one can chew - to take on more than
one is capable of; to take on too much

EXAMPLE 11 Jennifer is having a dinner party for 50 people, and she can't
even cook. | think she's bitten off more than she can chew.

EXAMPLE 2: You agreed to host 50 exchange students from Korea? Aren't
you afraid you've bitten off more than you can chew?

Svnonvm: 0 be or to get in over one's head. Example: Jennifer isin over
her head with this dinner party!

(to be) down in the dumps - see Lesson 5

for heaven's sake! - A way of expressing emotions such as
surprise, outrage, or impatience

EXAMPLE 1 Hurry up, for heaven's sake! Y ou're going to be late for school.
EXAMALE 2: Oh, for heaven's sake! Yesterday, | made three dozen choco-
late chip cookies, and today there's only one cookie left!

sronyms for God's sake, for goodness sake, for Pete's sake

(to) get going - to get started on something; to set off for a
destination; to leave

EXAMPLE 1: If you don't get going on your homework soon, you're going
to be up al night.

EXAMPLE 2: We'd better get going to the restaurant now. Otherwise, we'll
be late for our seven o'clock reservation.

Srnonvms O get a move on; to get the show on the road

(to) help out - to give assistance; to help

EXAMPLE 1: Amber offered to help out in the kitchen by chopping nuts.
EXAMPLE 2: |'d be happy to help out by baking cookies for the picnic.

Srnonym: to lend ahand
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BOB'S BI6& COOKTIE ORDER

(to) bite off more than one can chew
50,5 wl dilgaia U oz caws S L e ils o0 5l 155 5 aedll S
Syn: be or to get in over one's head, go to extremes, go too far , overdo

E.G: You agreed to host 50 exchange students from Korea? Aren't you afraid you've
bitten off more than you can chew?

for heaven's sake!
..... ‘A.'> L‘;L“’) L)m ”» LY 9y 94:‘5-;&0
Syn: for God's sake, for goodness sake, for Pete's sake

E.G: Hurry up, for heaven's sake! You're going to be late for school.

(to) get going

-
Syn: to get a move on; to get the show on the road, to get started; to set off for a
destination; to leave, get the ball rolling, get down to work/business

E.G: We'd better get going to the restaurant now. Otherwise, we'll be late for our seven
o'clock reservation.

(to) help out
S8y oS Cawd 0,5 SaS S
Syn: to lend a hand, pitch in, give assistance, to lend a helping hand,aid

E.G: I'd be happy to help out by baking cookies for the picnic.

like a chicken with its head cut off
L)u).‘.w‘ ).;60».\.15).«» &).o J.uo ¢ )‘9 c\."yb‘s.a&o
Syn:in a crazed/ frenzied/hysterical, in a frenzy, erratically

E.G: Patricia ran around the school looking for her lost backpack like a chicken with
its head cut off.

like crazy

Bdle 5 Gsl be o o Ll Sro
Syn:be nuts, like mad, madly, wildly
E.G: Annran like crazy, but she still didn't manage to catch the bus.
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Syn:very difficult, arduous, demanding, crucial

like pulling teeth

E.G: Kyle hates to study. It's like pulling teeth getting him to do his homework every night.

never mind
Syn: don't worry about something; forget it; it doesn't matter, it's alright, it's nothing

E.G: Never mind what your friends say. You need to do what you think is right.

(to) pitch in
0955 45T Ol Lo S (6 See 0,8 SaS (ke
Syn: : to lend a hand, hand out, give assistance, to lend a helping hand, aid

E.G: If you need my help, just ask. I'd be happy to pitch in.

(to) run around
O 39 Sweysigl jonl Aol ey )8 ol ¢ (53,5 9oy g0y I Sore
Syn: - to move about

E.G: Debbie is exhausted. She ran around town all day today.

things are looking up

03gu g, Elogl ¢ diin g o)lo glogll Smo
Syn: things are improving, things are going great, things are doing/going
better, | do better(s s oJi>)

E.G: Elizabeth found a wonderful new job and just moved into a beautiful new
apartment. Things are looking up for her.
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Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1y When the sun doesn't shine all winter, it's easy to start feel-
ing down in the

a) dumps b) crazy c) luck

2) Things were s0 busy at work, I spent the entire week running
around like a chicken with its cut off
a) beak b) head c) meck

3) According to today's newspaper, the economy s iImproving.
Things are looking -

a) up b) down c) forward

4) 1 thought you could help me with my new project. But if
you're too busy, never - I'll find somebody else.

a) bother b} mmind C) WoOrry

5) For heaven's ' If you don't stop playing those video
games, you'll never get your homework done.

a) angels b) sake ¢) benefit

&) When the school asked Susan to bring cookies 1o the bake
sale, she said she'd be happy to help -

a) in b} abour c) out

Ty When my friend John told me how busy he was preparing
for his Halloween party, 1 offered to pitch -

a) in b} out c) him

B) It's like pulling_ getting Nicole to help out in the kitchen.
a) hair b} nals c) teeth
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Choose the best substitute for the phrase in bold:

1) Janice is doing all the cooking for her daughter's wedding. [
think she's bitten off more than she can chew.
a) accepted too little responsibility
b) taken too much food into her mouth
¢) taken on more than she can handle

2) If Nicole 1s going to cover her entire school with election
posters, she'd better get going on them immediately.
a) start working on
b) stop working on
c) start destroying

3) If you get tired of mowing the lawn, 1'd be happy to help out.
a) confuse you
b) do nothing
c) assist you

4) Last year, Bill opened a siore selling gourmet pet food. This year,
he'll open 10 more stores. His business is growing like crazy!

a) very quickly
b) very slowly
c) despite being a crazy idea

5) Ewer since receiving his rejection letter from Princeton Uni-
versity, Jason has been down in the dumps.

a) happy
b) sad
¢) encouraged

6) For a long time, Michelle couldn't find a boyfriend. But now
things are looking up. She met a nice guy last weekend.
a) her love life is getting even worse
b) her love life is improving
c) her love life couldn't get much worse
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Blue hair's
all the rage
this season.,

- J see that
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LESSON 13

AMBR COVES OVR
TO BAKE QOCKIES

Ted sqirlfriend Amber comesover to helpwith
the cookies. Amber hasexperience baking cook-
lesfromaformer job. Susan leavesthekitchen
sothey can work better.

Ted: Mom, Amber is here to lend a hand with the cookies.
Susan: Hi Amber. Nice to see you again.

Amber: Good to see you too, Mrs. Johnson.

Susan: That's an interesting hairstyle.*

Amber: Thanks. 1'm glad you think it's cool. Blue hair is all the
rage this season.

Susan: Wadl, I'm going to take a break now and let you kids
take over.

Ted: Don't worry, Mom. Y our business is in good hands
with Amber. She really knows her suff.

Amber: That'strue. | used to work at Mrs. Field's Cookies** in
the mall.

Susan:  You don't work there anymore?

Amber: No, | got fired. | have areal sweet tooth, and they told
me | was eating too many cookies.

Susan:  Weél, I'm sure you haven't lost your touch.
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Amber: | might be abit out of practice.

Ted: Mom, you can watch Amber bake if you want. You
might pick up afew tricks of the trade.

Amber: Yes, fed free. Asasinger, I'm used to performing be-
fore an audience!

Susan: Thanks, but I'm going to get out of the way. You know
what they say: too many cooks spoil the broth!

Amber: Will | see you later tonight?
Susan:  Yes, I'll beback in afew hours.

Ted: Mom, why don't youjust call it a night and go to bed.
Y ou've been working your tail off al day.

* When somebody says something is "interesting" it often means they don't
like it, but they want to be polite.

** Mrs. Field's Cookies are gourmet cookies that are sold in malls across the
United States.

>

IDIOMS - LESSON 13

all the rage - the latest fashion; popular right now

EXAMPLE 1: Have you seen those new alligator-skin cowboy boots?
They're all the rage this season!
EXAMPLE 2: At Nate's high school, salsadancing is all the rage this year.

(to) call it a night - to sop an activity for the rest of the night

EXAMPLE 11 We spent afew hours walking around downtown Chicago. It
was so cold that we were ready to call it a night by nine o'clock.
EXAMPLE 2: Let'scall it a night and meet back at the office at seven
o'clock tomorrow morning to finish preparing our report.

NOTE: Thereis also the expression "to cal it aday" which meansto stop
activity for the day.
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AWBER COMES OVER TO BAKE COOKIES

all the rage

axalz )0 gl ¢ 59, Sl (Pxo
Syn:in fashion/vogue /style, fashionable, trend

E.G: At Nate's high school, salsa dancing is all the rage this year

(to) call it a night/day
OS5l s ¢ 0SS S Al aShs a0y, Tl gla codled 0,5 (aBgel Do
Syn: call a halt, pack up, leave off , cease

E.G: Let's call it a night and meet back at the office at seven o'clock tomorrow
morning to finish preparing our report

feel free
S SO PRSP U P I PR S S € T
Syn:go ahead , don't hesitate , you bet , you bet you

E.G: "Feel free to interrupt me and ask questions during my lecture," said the
professor to his students.

(to) get out of the way

Ol oy s 5l (mile g HaiSTTy ()5 0 IS g5 0S5 s LS ASGT (P
Syn:stop obstructing / impeding , interfering / intruding !( s cdlss s o>15), Move out
of the way(,Ls _:u),get rid of sth / sb (;,walss 5, 6,5 b (oS 2)

E.G: Get out of the way! That truck is backing up and it might run you over.

(to be) in good hands

L oo,8 Cudsiun g Cudlin ot ¢ 109 (pol (ST L sz sl ¢ ol 4 SIS A% 00 e s S
085 SedMo b plejla
Good hands: co>Meo b g el ol

Syn: in good/ competent care, be in the safe / right hands

E.G: You're in good hands with Tony. He's an excellent driver.
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o0 A1y 095 ST e
Syn:be good /great at sth, be light footed/expert / skillful /skilled, have an
expertise in a field

(to) know one's stuff

E.G: When it comes to cooking, Kristen knows her stuff. She spent two years studying
at the Culinary Institute of America.

(to) lend a hand

OO eSS0
E.G: When Amber saw Susan washing the cookie sheets, she offered to lend a hand.
(to) lose one's touch

ORI gy B8 58 ¢ 53,5 Ly ¢ (395 w95 B Joel (o
Syn:lose one's edge, (to be) out of practice

E.G: Dr. Stewart used to be a very good doctor, but recently several of his patients have
died. He seems to have lost his touch!

(to be) out of practice

OB Ogl ool plmil 5 S5 s ) (99908 Cewd 5 8 Joe « 03988 093 S5z 95 S e 1 (o0
Syn:be rusty (3 #Masl Joles Lo 155)

E.G: I used to play tennis every day, but | haven't played in years. I'm out of practice.
(to) pick up

00591 9 e (5,5 seed ¢ OB e 3 Sre RIS ¢ 38,50k ¢ 05T Cews 4y s e
39S Ol e 0,5 <8bsby o yelik ¢ S

EXAMPLEs:
Bob picks up languages quickly. After two weeks in Spain, he was already speaking

Spanish. (s ,5 sb)

Diana picked up some great new ideas at the workshop. (( xwls g ¢y 59! Caws 4)
Pick up the pen you dropped.(ye 31 cyuisls )

I'll pick up some burritos on my way home. (¢, ,5)

Let's pick up the bedroom before the guests arrive.(ys )5 jued)

I'll pick you up at seven for our date.( ows 3 ,3')

To have a sweet tooth
Sl (o & die Ao ¢ (n ed Sl FAle o3 (el (S
Syn: to be chocoholic
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E.G: No wonder Liz is so overweight. She's got such a sweet tooth!
(to) take a break

oligS colynleyo,S 5y ol il 4l S
Syn:take a time-out, take a short rest , take a breather ,have a break

E.G: Let's take a break from our work and go get some ice cream.

(to) take over
Sl ot Gl (13,5 Lo e ¢ i ¢ blad g 508 9 yad (38,5 Cewd i e
GRS e B S ) s
Syn:take charge/control /command of ,assume / gain control of

E.G: After 11 hours of driving, | was getting tired. Fortunately, my friend offered to take over.
E.G: My new boss will be taking over some of my projects.

too many cooks spoil the broth
Sod ot b oo 598 b (5105 Bgo a5 AT (Ghao

E.G: You don't need to help us. We have enough people helping already, and too many
cooks spoil the broth.

tricks of the trade
OB 9 D8« (5,5 0595 gl Sme
Syn:tools of the trade ,bag / box of tricks , know-how

E.G: My new job will be easier once | learn some tricks of the trade.

(to) work one's tail off
535 NS B e 035 IS (LS e
Syn:work like a dog / horse / mule , bear down , burn the candle at both

hands , sweat blood , work your fingers to the bone ,works one's butt off ,
keep your nose to the grindstone, exert oneself

E.G: Bob worked his tail off at the furniture store, but his boss fired him anyway.
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Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1) When Susan was having trouble lifting her heavy mixer, Bob
offered to lend a i

a) finger b) foot ¢) hand

2} Nicole used to play the piano, but she hasn't practiced in five
years. She's really practice.

a) about to b) into c) out of
3} You've been working in the kitchen for hours. Why don't you
go and a break?
a) take b) give c) do
4) Amber picked up many of the trade while working at
Mrs. Field's Cookies in the Stamfiord Mall.
a) bits b) tricks c) pleces

5) Your shoulder massages are still the best. You haven't

your touch.
a) found b) lost c) spoiled
6) After two weeks in Italy, Tom started to pick a few

words of ltalian, including cappuccine and pizza.

al up b) out c) in
71 When Jill got tired of chopping the onions, Jack took )
a) over b) off c) away

B) Whenever we need financial advice, we call Suze Orman.
She really knows her :

a) things b) stuff c) matter
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AMBER AND TED HEAT UP THE KITCHEN

(to) break up with (someone)

S L oS als ¢ o) e oS bl (20
Syn:split up with, bust up with, become estranged

E.G: After dating her boyfriend Dan for four years, Erica finally decided to break up
with him.

(to) crank out

5955 (2 b ghogsl a5l oo

E.G: We just bought a new printer at work. It can crank out 20 pages per minute.
crunch time

Syn:do or die time , moment of truth, pivotal point

E.G: May is crunch time for many students. It's when they have their final exams.
Give me a break!

S (Foh Sad 0Pl (0 Jg JuS 193 5,55 13,5 0 e (5 gy bl JlSen o
Syn:don's screw around with my head ,no kidding, come on now , you've
got to be joking , that's ridiculous; that's outrageous

E.G: You want me to pay $3 for one cookie? Give me a break!
go ahead

O Cawd ¢ 505 £9, 5 5T ()5 el sl 3l 032l 5 e 3 ! Loyt
Syn:go on ,dash ahead ,edge forward, move forge ahead

E.G: We have more than enough food for dinner. Go ahead and invite your friend to join us.
To be head over heels in love

O gmS Al gl oS Bale Jo v & o 4l S
Syn:to be madly in love, to be silly about/crazy about/wild about, have a
thing about, to be swept off one's feet

E.G: sarais head over heels in love with Mark. Unfortunately, he doesn't even know her name!
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love at first sight

Syn:instant crush, love at first glance

E.G: It took Allison several months to fall in love with Karl. It wasn't love at first sight.
(to) make out

OS2 Ol ¢ 0018 panseid 5 03,5 pleSe (8598 e (0B B850 (13,5 o ke (o

(So S Gy 9 (50,5 (o Coda) Fbgie 5,5

1) To manage. How did you make out at the doctor's today?(,s,5 cupae 5 )5 o i)
2) To understand or see with difficulty. It was so foggy, | could barely make out the

street signs. (yols (awsis 9 048,950 y)
3) To prepare a check or other payment. Please make out a check for this month's

FeNt.(Sx 005 52 5 005 (omy Saiy)
(to be) nuts about

09 Sz b (oS g g (09 die aBdlel Lo
Syn:be crazy about/be fond of , be wild about , be silly about , has a thing about

E.G: We're just nuts about our new neighbors. We have them over for dinner once a month.
(to have a) one-track mind

OS5 58 a4 dadd ¢ OIS gam G pad ¢ s a8 b S a3l (S
Syn:to have a fixed idea

E.G: Ryan thinks about football all the time. He's got a one-track mind.

(to) plug away (at something)
Syn: to keep trying, carry on , buckle down ,set to work with vigor

E.G: Only 842 more cookies to bake. Let's keep plugging away!

( Ol plxl 5, 6,155 5 05059, ST 50,5 WO 5 1S adds Qﬁ*ﬁ)

Don't give up on chemistry class. If you keep plugging away, you will eventually learn
the material.(;0,5 (o3 azdy )

(to) treat (someone) like dirt
(g3 ,b (5 Olus g S Jie) 0,5 5L, aile yiomals g aibol o oS b T iro
Syn:treat someone like chattel ,thumb your nose at sb

E.G: | feel sorry for Jeffrey. The kids at school are very nasty to him. They really treat
him like dirt.

2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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Susan is telling the story of how she met her husband. Fill in the
blanks, using the following idioms:

love at first sight o ahead

plugging away treated him like dirt
crunch time crank out

making out crazy about

broke up with head over heels in love

I met Bob in college. He was im my English Literature class. 1

hiked him nght away. For me, it was -

wrote lum several love poems, though I never gave them to him.

Then | found out that he had a girlfnend. 1 saw him

with a girl named Joyce. It looked hke she was

Bob too. But later that week, 1 heard that she was

a nasty person and that she . 50 1 decided
o and ask him to the movies. He said he
was oo busy. It was ., and he had to

a paper for literature class and study for several

exams. But I didn't give up. 1 kept - Then

one day he Joyvee and asked me out to

dmnner. That was 25 years ago, and we're stll together. Foru-

nately, we're stll with each other!
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LESSON 15

NICOLE PRACTICES HER

ELECTION SPEECH

Nicoleisrunningfor student body president. She
must give a speech next week. Shediscussesthe
speech with her mother.

Usan:

Nicole:

Usan:

Nicole:

Usan:

Nicole:

What's up, Nicole?
| pulled an all-nighter working on my election speech.

No wonder you look like a basket case! Did you finish
your speech?

Yes at 6 am.
That must be aload off your mind!

It's not. I've got to give the speech tomorrow in front of
1,500 people. I'm a nervous wreck!

Susan: Just remember the old rule of thumb: Imagine your

Nicole:

Usan:

Nicole:

audience naked.
That's gross. Why would | want to do that?

According to conventional wisdom, it'll make you less
nervous.

Only practice will do the trick.

forum.konkur.in 93



Susan:  Okay, let's hear\I{,r\1\('ewsiolfs(«)er<§h.u N

Nicole: Good afternoon, everyone. There are four candidates
running for president. You think you have severa
choices. In reality, you havejust one choice: me!

Susan:  You can't say that. You'll turn off your audience imme-
diately.

Nicole: It sounds like | have abig head?
Susan:  1'll say!

ol

5

IDIOMS - LESSON 15

basket case [dang] - someone or something in a useless or
hopeless condition

EXAMPLE 11 After working a 12-hour day and then coming home and
cooking dinner for her family, Tanya felt like a basket case.
EXAMPLE 2: After running the marathon, Brian felt like a basket case.

NOTE: You may also see the expression "economic basket case" to
describe an economy that is doing very poorly. Example: After years of
dictatorship, North Korea is an economic basket case.

(to have a) big head - arrogant; too proud of oneself

EXAMPLE 1. Stop bragging so much about the award you got at work!
People will think you've got a big head.

EXAMPLE 2: Jenny has such a big head. No wonder nobody wants to be
friends with her!

Srnonvm: t0 be full of oneself. Example: Joan is redly full of hersdlf.
She's always talking about how smart she is.

conventional wisdom - a widely held belief

EXAMPLE 11 According to conventional wisdom, adiet high in salt can
cause high blood pressure.

EXAMPLE 2: Challenging conventional wisdom, the psychologist said
that sometimes it's healthy to be in abad mood.

A
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NICOLE PRACTICES HER ELECTION SPEECH

basket case

economic basket case: ygzxis yo 9 ciurd sl

Syn:a bundle of nerves , a nervous wreck , ninnyhammer

E.G: After running the marathon, Brian felt like a basket case
(to have a) big head

039 52y 397 e 505 9 el (e
Syn:be full of oneself / stuck-up , hoity-toity , swell-headed , high-hat, toffee-nosed

E.G: Jenny has such a big head. No wonder nobody wants to be friends with her!
conventional wisdom

Ol Lided denl 4 gl oasde ¢ Sen jobl o
Syn:climate of opinion, widespread view /belief,

E.G: Challenging conventional wisdom, the psychologist said that sometimes it's
healthy to be in a bad mood.

(to) do the trick
0092 5Ll e paile; Cllae a4 (o5 el (oo
Syn:

E.G: My house is difficult to find, so I'll put 10 large balloons on my mailbox on the
day of the party. That should do the trick.

I'll say!
)9 4> o)‘ ¢ Lalad ¢ olass o)]:s’u.o
Syn:you betcha, right on , damn right ,beyond a doubt , definitely

E.G: "Did you enjoy the Madonna concert?" - "'I'll say!""

in reality
Y-SV ”““ )s)c )LQ.C 3 65‘5 )«):‘ ;&&0.
Syn:in fact , actually , in truth, as a matter of fact , truly

E.G: Ted thinks it'll be easy to become a rock star. In reality, it will take years of hard work.

2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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(To take) a load off one's mind

Syn:a relief

E.G: Finishing her English essay was a load off Nicole's mind.
look like

OO A (20
Syn:take after, resemble

E.G: Before agreeing to go out on a date with her, Keith wanted to know what my
cousin Maria looked like.

nervous wreck

.

oyl g (mae (L2 poll (Gre
Syn: a bundle of nerves, basket case, ninnyhammer

E.G: Whenever Nicole rides on the back of her friend's motorcycle, Susan is a nervous wreck.
no wonder

Syn: no/little surprise, little / small wonder, unsurprisingly, predictably

E.G: No wonder you're cold — it's January and you're walking around outside without a coat!
(to) pull an all-nighter

obe jla 1y bl (S
Syn:burn the midnight oil ,to stay up /stay awake all the night

E.G: Ted pulled an all-nighter to study for his chemistry test and ended up falling
asleep in class the next day.
rule of thumb

(s (58 o 45) S ool e IS (8 407 s
Syn: useful principle, unwritten rule

E.G: "Ted, as a rule of thumb, you should always plan to study for your chemistry
tests for at least two hours."”

2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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(to) turn off

turn-off:  suwe g ddiow b 3l g i Ceel &5 Gu Sx0 9 Comd Jod il oo
Syn:dissillusion , disgust , revolt ,nauseate , gross out

E.G: When Jake started talking about all his stories, it was a real turn-off for
Sara. (! !y Jw)

E.G: At first, Sara really liked Jacob. But when he started talking about all his ex-
girlfriends, she was really turned off.( s !y Jtw)
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Choose the best substitute for the phrase in hold:

1) Ted didn't start studying for his chemistry test until the night
before. Then he had to pull an all-nighter.
a) get plenty of rest before an exam
b} stay up all night studying
c) sleep late

2) Afier working on it for months, 1 finally gave my presentation
this moming. That was certainly a load ofTmy mind!
a) areliefl
by difficult
cl easy

3) MNicole was turned of T when Todd, her date, started picking
his teecth with a toothpick during dinmeer.
ay left the roomm
by became mierested
) lost all interest

4y According o conventional wisdom., yvou shouldn't ask abouar
salary on your first intervies.
a) accepted beliefs
By outdated eliefs
c) smart paeaple

5y Ted had woe perform his music before one of the most -
porant talent agents in the country. 1t°s not surprising that he
was a nervous wrechk.
ah) confident
by wvery worried
c) exhausted

6 Girls cheered and blew kisses whenever Ted performed his
music. Amber waorried that he'd get a bhig head.
a) get a headache
b} becorme arrogant
ch find a new girlfriend

T People keep telling Fred that he looks like a basket case.
Mayhe it's because he hasn't slept in weeks.
a) really great
b) angry
c) terrible

B) Do vou have a headache™ Here, take two aspirin. That should
da the tricbe
a) make yvou feel better
by performm magic
ch rmaks vou feel worse
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Review for lessons 11-15

Choose the best substitute for the phrase or sentence in bold:

1} Nicole didn't want to go to the party, but her fnend twisted
her arm.

a) persuaded her
b) hurt her arm
c) agreed with her

2) Amber needs to go on a diet and lose 10 pounds, but it"s dif-
ficult for her because she has such a sweet tooth.
a) she has a loose tooth

b) she has emotional problems
c) she likes to eat sweets

3} Amber likes to design handbags as a hobby, but she's not sure
she could make a living at it.

a) do it for the rest of her life

b) eam enocugh money to support herself
¢) do it all day long

4y Ted wanted to travel to Miami for a rock concert. His mother
told hom it was out of the gquestion.
a) a good 1dea

b) still a possibility
c) not a possibility

5) MNicole worked her tail off, making hundreds of posters for
her campaign.

a) worked very hard
b) worked until her tail fiell off
¢) made her fnends work hard

2 YL s el o9 (e Speak English Like An American w.li4 o 50>
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6) It's erunch time. Ted has to write six papers in two days.
a) It's a very busy time.
b) It's a time to relax.
c) It's a period of time filled with fun and laughter.

7} My 95-year old neighbor was cutting her grass on a hot sum-
mer day. I offered to lend a hand.
a) give her my hand
b) help her
¢) drive her to the hospital

%) Jennifer treats her husband like dirt. 1 don't know why he

doesn't just leave her,
a) 15 very nice to her hushand

b) asks her hushand to do the gardening
c) 15 nasty to her husband

9) Tattoos are all the rage. Many kids are getting them.
a) something that makes you angry

b) very popular
C) easy 1o get

10) Things are looking up for Bob. He's already found a new
job working for his wife.
a) Bob's situation is getting worse.
b} Bob's situation is improving.
c) Bob always focuses on positive things.

11) Susan volunteered to host 45 exchange students from China.
Now she fears she's bitten off more than she can chew.
a) accepted an easy assignment
b} taken on a bigger task than she can handle
¢) ordered too much Chinese food

12) If Ted doesn’t get going on his chemistry homework soon,
he's going to be up all night.
a) start doing
b} stop doing
¢) leave the house with
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LESSON 16

BOB BRINGS THE COOKIES TO

THE VILLAGE MARKET

Bob brings Carol the cookies. He tells Carol
that baking the cookies was easy because he
had lots of help.

Carol:

Bob:

Carol:

Bob:

Carol:

Bob:

Carol:

Bob:

Carol:

Bob:

Bob, how did the baking go?

Slow at first, but we're getting the hang of it.

Once you learn the ropes, it becomes second nature.
To tell you the truth, | thought that baking 2,000 cook-
ieswould be apain in the neck. But we managed to
round up some helpers, and it was a piece of cake.
Weéll, thanks for coming in person with the cookies.
No problem. When will you need more?

It depends on how many we sell today.

How many do you think you'll sell?

Maybe 500, maybe 2,000. Your guessis as good as
mine. In any case, I'll keep you posted.

Okay. Just give me a ring as soon as you know.

101
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BOB BRINGS THE COOKIES TO THE
VILLAGE MARKET

at first

N P BT I A IO K B e
Syn:at the outset/ start, in/at the beginning, initially, before all else /
anything else, from day one, in the first place

E.G: Don't get discouraged if you don't succeed at first. The important thing is that you
keep on trying!
(to) get the hang of (something)

e NP N NP LT eR
Syn:get the knack of , learn the art of , pick up

E.G: When I went snowboarding for the first time, | kept falling down. But after a
while, | got the hang of it.

(to) give (someone) a ring

R
Syn:give someone a buzz , give a call / tinkle / jingle , drop a line at ,get sb
on the phone

E.G: Give me a ring tomorrow so we can discuss plans for this weekend

in any case

Syn:

E.G: You'll probably be too tired on Sunday to come over. In any case, give me a call
in the morning to discuss.

in person
(955 G5 9) il D925 (5,985 j50 4 e 5 e (6,905 ¢ Lasll (Se
Syn:in the flesh, face to face , in real life , personally , physically

E.G: Tim hoped that he and Svetlana would get along as well in person as they did
over the Internet.

2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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Syn:keep informed /up-to-date/ up-to-speed /in the picture / briefed, clue in , fill in

(to) keep someone posted

E.G: Good luck selling your house and keep me posted! I'd love to know how much
you get for it.

(to) learn the ropes
G ol oly 5 58 5 g8 (18,5 S Se
Syn:get the knack of , get the hang of , learn ins and outs , master

E.G: David worked at a big law firm for 10 years where he learned the ropes. Now he
runs his own law firm.

pain in the neck
Syn:pain in the rear / backside ,nudnik

E.G: Alice wants me to drive her to the airport early tomorrow morning. That's going to
be a pain in the neck!

piece of cake
o255 2l Jie ¢ gl (s T (Sre
Syn:easy as pie, slice of cake, bit of cake , child's play ,duck soup

E.G: The driving test is a piece of cake. Don't worry about it.

(to) round up
odiSy (edl 53,5 gez ¢ (355 gox lp 035 Olgl P ¢ Dls (195 @er  (GLadl) 35 gex 10
Syn:bring together , collect ,assemble , group

E.G: The town rounded up 200 volunteers to search for the hiker, who was lost in the woods
of Yosemite National Park.

second nature
556 w0l oo 1,SS jamsl a5 (g pume odd aSke § (cos0d ole oal 2 aSLe 4S5z 1 ke

E.G: Karen has been arguing with her husband every day for the past 20 years, so by
now it's just second nature.

2:With practice, riding a unicycle becomes second nature.
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Syn:to be frank / honest /straightforward/open/truthful/up-front, to put/ lay
one's cards on the table

to tell you the truth

E.G: To tell you the truth, Ted isn't a very good student.
your guess is as good as mine

igded 95 o o ¢ pigie e (g 5 45T Vg pgadl (S
Syn:beats me ,I haven't a clue , | have no idea ,don't ask me , search me

E.G: Will Ted graduate on time? Your guess is as good as mine.

2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>
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Fill in the blank with the appropriate word:

1) When Nicole drove her car for the first time, she was really
nervous. Now, after an entire year, it's nature.

a) first b} second ¢) thard

2) I can't believe 1 won. To vou the truth, I never thought
I'd be able to beat you at tennis.
a) say b) tell c) explain

3} Nicole was going to mail her college application to Yale. But
then she decided to go to New Haven and deliver if____ person.

a) on b) at c) in
4) After a snowstorm, it can be a real pain in the driving to
work in the morning.
a) head b) arm ¢) neck
5) The meeting in Dallas was canceled, but, in case, we
still need to go there.
a) all b) any ¢) about

6) Starting a new job is difficult in the beginning. It gets easier
once you learn the .

a) ropes b) chains c) ties

7) Bob and Susan thought getting rich would be very difficult.
But thanks to their cookie business, it was a piece of .

a) cookie b) cake c) pie

8) Let's go to the movies tonight. I'll look in the newspaper and
vou a ning after | see what's playing.

a) offer b) take c) give
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ESSON 17

CAROL TELLS BOB
THE GOOD NEWS

Carol phones Baob to tell him the cookies are
selling very well and that she needs another
1,000 by the morning. Bob isn't sure he can
make the cookies so quickly, but Caral insists.

Carol:

Bob:

Carol:

Bob:

Carol:

Bob:

Carol

Bob:

Carol:

Baob, your wife's cookies are selling like hotcakes!
How many did you sell, Carol?

We've sold out. | need more right away! Bring me an-
other 1,000 by tomorrow at 9 am.

That's atall order, Carol.

Don't blow it, Bob! Susan's Scrumptious Cookies could
really take off.

I know, but I'm not sure we have enough time to bake all
those cookies.

: Bake dl night if you have to. Burn the midnight oil! If
you work hard now, you'll be sitting pretty in afew years.
Rest assured that I'll do my best to deliver the goods.
Okay, now let's stop the chitchat. Y ou've got work to do!
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CAROL TELLS BOB THE GOOD NEWS

(to) blow it
085S 2lA g o9 w5l (Pxe
Syn:mess up, screw up , make a pig's ear (out) of sth ,botch , spoil an opportunity

E.G: I'll give you one more chance, but don't blow it this time!
(to) burn the midnight oil

OO B K 39 B0, B L oilem (50 9) (ile o bl (S
Syn:put an all-nighter

E.G: The project is due tomorrow and we're far from finished. We're going to have to
burn the midnight oil tonight.

chitchat
OO LS 535 h53sl 55 (nl 513 € 595 St ¢ (2 ¢ aliwgd (ST (Sre
Syn:to shoot the breeze, small talk , gab , chatter , babble

E.G: Peter told Heather to stop the chitchat and get back to work.

(to) deliver the goods
By oasgll 5 53,5 Jos 395 Jgb v« a5 o 5, 00 Uil (g3 b (oo 5l asiglt (o
Syn: to cut the mustard, cut it, do well

E.G: I'm depending on you to finish the job on time. | know that you can deliver the goods!

(to) do one's best
095 1y 093 M cn e 9 0005 LT g ol ] 093 ¢ (50,5 093 (BN Coledl (Sixe
Syn:give one's best/all , spare no pain/effort , make every effort , do one's utmost

E.G: Although Ted did his best, he still failed his chemistry test.

rest assured
rox O,bls cou clls ae cow cdls ¢ il relael (e
Syn:have no doubt ,be sure / certain, go on being sure

E.G: Rest assured that the police will find the thieves.
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Syn:at once, forthwith , straight-away , therewith , hastefully , immediately

right away

E.G: When Meg realized her house was on fire, she called the fire department right away.

(to) sell like hotcakes
OO D98 @y 9 29 kB« Hils gl LI S
Syn:be snapped out, be popular , be purchased

E.G: Stephen King's new novel is selling like hotcakes.

(to be) sitting pretty
(Jo Ll 5 1SDemsls J13 o s Candy ,ol oaro

E.G: Gina was one of the first people to work at Amazon.com, and she made millions
on her stock options. Now she's sitting pretty.

sold out
I (g bl o Jads o ioled s &S 50 onliznl) b pled « ob Cg,8 1 oo
...... oyl po Ll ST a4y ¢ a8 alds
Syn:be out of stock of, be bought up ,be completely sold

E.G: Susan's cookies were very popular at the bake sale. In fact, they sold out in just
20 minutes!
(to) take off

25 98 @l 035 Sl 0355l g Rl L e (ad Cgeme g (85 ol 1o
Loslsn 50,5 Slon ¢ oo)S

Julia Roberts' career took off with the film "Pretty Woman."(;:8,5 zl 5 oo wgu)

"Take off" has several other meanings:
. Remove. Please take off your shoes before coming inside our apartment.
We just vacuumed this morning.( .U ys,s!,0)

To leave. We're taking off now. See you later!( &> ;0,5 < )
To deduct. The waiter forgot to bring us drinks, so he took $10 off the bill.(;,s,5 +5)
To leave the ground. The airplane took off on time.(Luslss :yo,5 5ls,)

tall order
Glate e Canlg o ¢ g ST e
Syn:pain-staking , burdensome , backbreaking, troublesome

E.G: You want me to figure out how to clone your pet rabbit? That's a tall order!
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Choose the most appropriate reply to the following
statements:

1) "Bobh, vour cookies are delicious. They're selling hke
hotcakes.™
Bob's reply:
a) "I'm not surprised. My family has always loved
them."
b) "What? 1 thought people would buy more.”
¢) "Yes, they are best when served hot.”

2} "Bob, I know you can get me 1,000 cookies by moming.
Don't blow it!”
Bobh's reply:
a) "I never blow on the cookies. | let them cool down by

themselves.™
b) "Don't worry. I'l] be sure to get you the cookies by

9 am.”
¢) "Thanks. I'll take my time then.”

3) "Bob, I've got some great news for you. All of your
chocolate chip cookies have sold out!”
Bob's reply:
a) "Great. 1'd better make more.™
b) "I guess people don't like them."
¢) "How many are lefi?™

4) "Ted, if you and Amber don't stop the chitchat, you'll
never finish your homework."

Ted's reply:

a) "Okay, we'll stay up all night talking."

b) "Okay, we'll stop talking and start hitting the books."
c) "Yes, Amber is helping a lot with my homework.”
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5) "Ted, ask Amber to come over right away to help bake
cookies.”

Ted's reply:
a) "Okay. I'll tell her to come over next Saturday.”
b) "Okay. I'll tell her to come over immediately."

c) "Okay. I'll ask her to go away.”

6) "Bob, if you work hard now, you'll be sitting preity in a
couple of years."

Bob's reply:
a) "Thank you. | am looking forward to feeling pretty."
b} "I don't enjoy sitting for long periods of time."
c) "Great. I'd love to be able to stop working and start
relaxing more."

T) "Nicole, gefting elected to the United States Senate is a
very tall order.”

Nicole's reply:
a) "l know, but | love a good challenge."
b)"l agree. It should be very easy.”
¢) "l know. I've already put in my order.”

%) "Bob, I suggest you burn the midnight oil and make
1,000 cookies tonight.”

Bob's reply:
a) "Okay. I'll go to sleep at midnight and wake up at
10a.m.”

b) "Yes, we'll need quite a bit of o1l for the cookies.”
c) "Okay. I'll work all night and finish up by moming."

25 gL s yaal 2oy 93 yde Speak English Like An American w4 55>
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LESSON 18

EVERYONE BAKES COOKIES

Bob tells hisfamily the cookies are selling
well. He asks hiskidsto help bake more cook-
lesfor tomorrow. Nicole says she'stoo busy to
lendahand.

Bob: The cookies are selling like hotcakes!
Ted: Way to go, Dad!

Bob: | need you kids to help out tonight with the cookies.
We need another thousand by morning.

Nicole: One thousand by tomorrow morning? That's impossible!

Ted: Amber and | will lend a hand. She's areal night owl,
so she won't mind staying up late.

Bob: Nicole, we'll need your help too.

Nicole: Bake cookies the night before the elections? Nothing
doing!

Ted: Lighten up, big shot! You're running for high school
president, not President of the United States.

Nicole: Ted, you really get on my nerves sometimes.

Bob:  Okay, kids, let's stop fooling around. We need to get
the show on the road!

111

forum.konkur.in



www.konkur.in

wﬁ‘ UL’) SlMaol Bty éoL‘> 0,99

RATD (O
EVERYONE BAKES COOKIES

big shot

ousS als r:o‘ 9 e Rl (A0
Syn:big gun / fish / noise /wig/wheel/cheese/leaguer /cat /boy , fat cat
,honcho ,

E.G: Adam is a big shot in Silicon Valley. He started a very successful software company.

(to) fool around
o0, eolaiul Ban o gy g 5 ()0) A« (10,5 ali Cdgl Smo
Syn:monkey / goof / mess /play /horse around

E.G: If we keep fooling around here, we'll be late to the restaurant!

(to) get on one's nerves
OO Cadl g (oS g 5, (oS Slasl (59,0 (S0
Syn: to get under someone's skin , give sb the hump , get in someone's hair

,get in someone's hair , be a thorning someone's flesh ,rattle someone's
chain

E.G: My neighbor's dog barks all night. It really gets on my nerves.

(to) get the show on the road
00,5 pladl e ol IS a4 Caws ¢ (0,5 £9,00 (S
Syn -get down to work / business ,set to work , get/start/set the ball rolling ,embark on

E.G: Kids, let's get the show on the road. We don't want to be late for the movie!

(to) lighten up

Syn:take it easy ,ease up ,relax, calm down! cheer up! keep calm! Chill out!
Simmer down! Let oneself go ! pice coliiul v Jod oloie b g adl digics oo (5l

E.G: bon always takes his job so seriously. He needs to lighten up.

E.G: Lighten up! I'm sure Ted was only joking when he said your guitar playing gave
him a headache.
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g o L 0,10 Cago g dlgdee o a5 oS ¢ o 005 s pol I om0
Syn:nighthawk , night person , night jar , bull bat

night owl

E.G: I never go to bed before midnight. I'm a night owl.
Nothing doing!

....... gl 0,0 ol (555 Lyl ¢ 0,18 el o My o

Syn: No way!, Not on your life! , by no means ,not in a million years , not
on your nelly , no dice

E.G: You want me to buy the Golden Gate Bridge from you for a million bucks? Nothing doing!

(to) stay up

obe Hlawl (Seo
Syn:stay awake , wait up , keep vigil
E.G: Whenever | stay up late, | regret it the next morning.
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Fill in the blank with the appropriate word:

1} I was really proud of my friend for winning an Olympic

medal. "Way to "1 told her.
a) do by succeed c) go
2y Amber loves to cook, so she never minds lending in the
kitchen.
a) herself by a hand c) her hands
3) Vanessa is definitely not a night . She likes to be in bed
by nine o'clock every night
a) bard by hawk c) owl
4) After Mr. Digby was elected president of'the company, he
thought he was a real shot.
a) big b) huge c) large

5) You're taking everything too senously. You need to lighten

a) above b) up c) down
6) Let's go! We're already late. Let's get the show on the i

a) street b) way ¢} road

7) When people near me whisper during a movie, it really
0N MYy Nerves,

a) gets b) acts ¢) scratches

B) Nicole's teacher asked her to help a new exchange student
from Argentina with her English homework. Nicole was

happy to help___ .
a) around b) out ¢} In
2 YL s el o9 (e Speak English Like An American w.li4 o 50>

forum.konkur.in



www.konkur.in

P X un.\}‘_glbw" )

Choose the best substitute Tor the phrase or sentemnce im baold =

1y Wou want me o drive youw all the wawy o Toronte during this
srnowstorimn”? MNothimng doimg?
a) Chreat vdea!
by Mo problem!
c) MNoia chamnce!

2y Len and Ben, college roommates, staved wop until 3 a me talk-
ing and drinking beer. MNo wonder they didn't wake wpy weril
rnaosom thve nest day!
a) didn't go o bed
by wenit to bed
e didn™t eat dinner
3y Michael used o work the late shifi at McecDonald's — frorm

midnight to 8 am. He didn™t mind since he's a night owl.
A) A WISS PeErsor
b)) a person who goes o sleep early
c) a person who likes o stay up late
4) The man behind me on the boes wouldn't stop whistling. It
really got on my nerves
a) entertaimed me
by anmoyed me
ch relaxed e

5y Owar plane leaves in just two hours. IF we don't get the show
on the road, we're going o miss it
a) go into the street
b} get ready o o
) ocall the amrlire
B ou want o attend Yale Limiwversity? Call myy friend Pernmy.

S5he's a real big shot on the admissions commities.
a) a powerful persomn

b)) a big mowuth

chl a ussless person
71 Ted was fooling around with his finiends when he should ™ wve
been studyving fior his chemisiry test.
a) acting like a fool
by putting tirme o 2ood use
C) wWasting Tirme

2) You got a big promotion at work™ Way to gol
ad T bead?
b)) Goosd jolb!
<) SHorry o hear that!

2 YL s el o9 (e Speak English Like An American w.li4 o 50>

forum.konkur.in



S 2
S A

: it P AT T TR e S
S s

-

=t

Feeling sad?
A cookie will
cheer you up!

AR ATA AR
A o AL R TAT
PR ALY

v Lo P

el 2l il

forum.konkur.in



www.konkur.in

LESSON 19

NICOLE'S CLOSE ELECTION

Nicolelosesthe election at school. She doesn't
want to accept it, so shelooksfor excuses. Ted
encourages her to accept defeat and move on.

Nicole: | lost the election by a hair — just 10 votes! But I'm

Ted:

Nicole:

Ted:

Nicole:

Ted:

Nicole:

Ted:

not giving up.
Give me a break, Nicole. You lost. Livewith it!

But | was asurething! If | hadn't stayed up so late bak-
ing cookies, | wouldn't have messed up my speech.

Get real, Nicole.

It's your fault, Ted. | lost because your friends didn't
vote for me!

Don't try to put the blame on mel | gaveit my best shot.
They must've made a mistake while counting the votes.
I'll demand a re-count on Monday and set the record

straight.

Don't make a fool of yourself, Nicole. Face it, Andrea
won the election fair and square!
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Nicole: Wadll, I just donWr\{\(’)w wll%re Pwent wrong.

Qusan:  Here, take a chocolate chip cookie. That'll cheer you
up for sure!

IDIOMS - LESSON 19

by a hair -just barely; very narrowly; by a small amount

EXAMPLE 1: Larry won the bicycle race by a hair. The second-place win-
ner came in just a second behind him.

EXAMPLE 2: Was the tennis ball in or out? | think it was out by a hair.

Y ou know the old saying: "When in doubt, cal it out!"

(to) cheer up - seelLesson 6

Faceit - seeLesson 1

fair and square - honestly

ExamMPLE 1: Did George Bush win the 2000 presidential election fair and
squar e? That depends on whether you ask a Democrat or a Republican!
EXAMPLE 2: Tony won the ping pong tournament fair and square.

for sure - definitely

EXAMPLE 1: This year, Tom Cruise will win an Academy Award for sure.
EXAMPLE 2: Mike is the most popular guy in school. If he runs for student
body president, he'll win for sure.

Get real - see Lesson 3

(to) give it on€'s best shot - to try as hard as one can

EXAMPLE 11 Courtney lost the race, but at least she gave it her best shot.
EXAMPLE 2: | know you're nervous about the interview. Just give it your
best shot and see what happens.

give me a break - see Lesson 14

(to) give up - to admit defeat; to surrender

EXAMPLE 1: Bill gave up golf after realizing he'd never be good at it.
EXAMPLE 2: | know you're 100 points ahead of me, but | gtill might win
the Scrabble game. I'm not giving up yet!
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NICOLE'S CLOSE ELECTION

by a hair
arse O Lo o5 L5 S LI o
Syn:by a whisker, by a hair's breadth , narrowly

E.G: Was the tennis ball in or out? I think it was out by a hair. You know the old
saying: "When in doubt, call it out!"
fair and square

Cowyd g i o el ) jo ¢ sl 5 ( Shoje JWS o0 S
Syn:within the law , honest and aboveboard

E.G: Did George Bush win the 2000 presidential election fair and square? That
depends on whether you ask a Democrat or a Republican!
for sure

o 0 Ao« bl Lgy ¢ Liokae! S
Syn:without a doubt , dead sure , for certain /a fact ,sure thing , definitely

E.G: This year, Tom Cruise will win an Academy Award for sure.
(to) give it one's best shot

oS 1 093 AU Zaledl (Sxe
Syn:do one's best

E.G: Courtney lost the race, but at least she gave it her best shot.

(to) give up

ools Ty ¢ o pdd? S
Syn:wave / show / raise the white flag , throw in the towl ,give way , give
In, cave in ,abandon , lay down your arms , put up with flag

E.G: Bill gave up golf after realizing he'd never be good at it.
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(to) go wrong

O:‘é) oL:.’;.»i)‘ 9 o|) 9 O o‘).of ¢ (ko ).»les oKiws) Qa; )lf ol;;;";‘ ‘ Qo)f oL_.’I.;l)‘ :‘5.0&0'
Syn:make a mistake / a bloomer /a boo-boo/a blunder, malfunction(,s s sL=zl) , go oof
the rail (o & ,>w)

E.G: Something went wrong with my neighbor's car alarm system, and the alarm
wouldn't stop ringing all night.

(to) live with it
L jlas g g 53,5 Jgd 5, S Luiiii> SHI S0
Syn:live with , put up with ,tolerate , stomach (5,5 Je>x)

E.G: Your hair will never be straight. Just live with it!

"to learn to live with it": cLs LS ilab a5 .5 ok

(to) make a fool of oneself

O oais Clawl e ol sel> Goxl g yols (L 6 Pl So
Make a fool of : .5 5,5 o,5e
Syn:make a monkey of /spectacle of /exhibition of oneself

E.G: Dan drank too much and then made a fool of himself.

(to) mess up
G5 S oS Sl g (o) WS (S
Syn:botch , spoil , goof up , screw up ,louse up , slip up , drop the ball

E.G: Ted really messed up on his chemistry test. He gota "D."

(to) put the blame on (someone)

Syn:

E.G: Don't put the blame on me that your plants died while you were on vacation.
You forgot to tell me to water them!

(to) set the record straight
S Tudud Ty ¢ (50,5 Cawyd g,y 00 Gl ool a5 (6 )15 adslis ¢ 40,5 noldl g a8, 1 S0
OO, Tuteal g Caw)d gy 0050 oLl aS L5155 L Ll SGepels
Syn: (to) put the record straight, put right ,make right

E.G: Ken knew his father was innocent, and he hoped he could set the record straight
one day.
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M‘?(Nu‘?)d)‘fwu]aso) (J‘wu‘y)o)ecﬁaﬁswyda@&o
pO,55 ) S

sure thing

E.G:do you come with us ? sure thing (Lus o)
E.G:hey thanks for dinner ! _ sure thing (s Lalys 08,55 ,5)

E.G: Nicole has a good chance of getting accepted to Yale, but it's still not
asure thing. (akhsy o> 5> )
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Ted isangryat Nicole because she didn't do a good job on his chem-
istry homework. Fill in the blanks using the following idioms:

give me a break cheer vou up
sure thing for sure
put the blame on me live with it
give it my best shot messed up
Ted: Nicole, my teacher gave me back my chemistry home-

work. | got a terrible grade! | thought
you'd help me get an "A+."

Nicole: I'm sorry. 1 really did bt

[ puess it wasn't good enough.

Ted: Not good enough? That's right. You really

Nicole: You never should've asked me to do your homework.
Don't try to for your bad grades.

Ted:  Yes, my mistake. | thought you were a

Nicole: So you'll get a bad grade in chemisiry. Just leam to
. Here, take one of Mom's

cookies. It'll help

Ted: You think a stupid cookie will cheer me up?
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LESSON 20

BOB GETS AN ANGRY CALL
FROM CAROL

Carol callsBobtotell himthat a customer found
a hair in her cookie. Bob wants Carol to forget
about this, but Carol thinksit'svery serious. She
refusesto buy any more cookiesfrom Bob.

Carol: Bab, alady came into the Village Market today ranting
and raving.

Bob: Oh yeah? What happened?

Carol: She found ablue hair in her chocolate chip cookie!
Bob:  Aha | can see how she'd be taken aback.

Carol: Does anybody in your family have blue hair?

Bob: As a matter of fact, my son's girlfriend Amber has blue
hair.

Carol: Bab, | can't sell your cookies anymore.
Bob: Aren't you blowing things out of proportion?

Carol: The health department would throw the book at me if
they found out about this.
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Bob: Couldn't wejust sweep ﬂns under the rug?
Carol: No. Thisistoo serious.

Bob: But | wasjust getting a handle on the cookie business.
Now what will I do? | don't have any other way of
making a living!

Carol: My heart goes out to you, Bob, but you need to get
your act together. | want to sell chocolate chip
cookies, not hair cookies!

Bob: I guess | just knocked myself out for the past week for
nothing.

Carol: Clearly!

IDIOMS - LESSON 20

as a matter of fact - in fact; actudly

EXAMPLE 1: We need more milk? As a matter of fact, | wasjust going to
ask you to go shopping.

EXAMPLE 2: Thisisn't thefirst time Andy has gotten in trouble at school.
As a matter of fact, just last month he was suspended for an entire week.

(to) blow things out of proportion - to exaggerate; to make
more of something than one should

EXAMPLE 1: They sent a 12 year-old boy to jail for biting his babysitter?
Don't you think they're blowing things out of proportion?

EXAMPLE 2: Sdlly called the police when her neighbor's party got too
loud. I think that was blowing things out of proportion.

Srnonym: TO make a mountain out of a molehill

(to) find out - to learn; to discover

EXaMPLE 1: Al iscalling the theater to find out what time the movie starts.
EXAMPLE 2: David had abig party at his house while his parents were
away on vacation. Fortunately for him, they never found out.
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BOB GETS AN ANGRY CALL FROM CAROL

as a matter of fact

e dledu 1) il cdds o ¢ adly (ol S
Syn:in fact, in actual fact ,in point of fact , to tell the truth ,in reality in
sooth ,if truth be told , verily

E.G: This isn't the first time Andy has gotten in trouble at school. As a matter of fact,
just last month he was suspended for an entire week.

(to) blow things out of proportion
00,5 0l gy el sl ¢ 0,8 Gieeld ¢ (Bll6gS o5 5l 0,5 asdlel S
Syn:make a mountain out of a molehill , to exaggerate

E.G: They sent a 12-year-old boy to jail for biting his babysitter? Don't you think
they're blowing things out of proportion?

(to) find out

OS5 Sy 8L, ¢ (0 o ¢ Hduegd T S0
Syn:figure out , discover ,grasp , realize , comprehend, get wind of ,learn about

E.G: Al is calling the theater to find out what time the movie starts.
(to) get a handle on

025 By 1 51 (S50 ¢ 58,500 5, ) o ¢ 5955050 ()18 5l sl (S
Syn:get the hang of ,learn the ropes ,get the knack of , find out , figure out

E.G: Once you get a handle on how the game works, please explain it to everybody else.
(to) get one’s act together

05 s phaie (0ls 393 4 (S5 A e (59,5 Jee S e (95 9z 9 g 1) 05l (Se
Syn:get a hold of oneself , pull oneself together , get organized

E.G: If Ted gets his act together now, he might be able to get into a good college.
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(to) knock oneself out

(0> 5l Giow C8lgl pan) sz 4 sl padsS Corue (85 )5 Con (LB uS Gl e

Don't knock yourself out!: iss cus; il o) yees « S5 5 Cdew yaisl ¢ (155 gogs
Syn:work like a dog , work like a horse/trojan , work one's tail off
push oneself ,go the extra mile

E.G: I really knocked myself out getting these free concert tickets for you and your girlfriend.
I hope you appreciate it.

one's heart goes out to (someone)
(6)9...Jo 9 4addle g )'l)doy Cawlio 9 Q.>|)l3 L_,;..‘5 6‘)‘.’ ¢ (3959 59w JQ:G;'“)
Syn: to feel sorry for someone

E.G: My heart goes out to the Richardsons. Their home was destroyed in a fire.

(to) rant and rave
o) Dy Sleas cl> L 50,5 slay 5 olol S
Syn:mouth off, sound off

E.G: Please stop ranting and raving! Let's discuss this issue in a calm manner.

(to) sweep (something) under the rug

085 (lewlo « 03,5 (A5 9 19591550 95 63 9 (@lgm; 4 laol (Sro
Syn:to sweep sth under the carpet, draw a veil over sth, whitewash, keep
secret

E.G: "Senator, don't try to sweep it under the rug. Everybody knows about your affair
with the intern."”

(to be) taken aback

(Cto ol ojls i az) ol ol e aile joioc 50,95 ¢ ol dS gl e
Syn:amazed, astounded, bowled over , shocked , stunned ,disconcerted,
dumbfounded, knocked for six

E.G: I was taken aback when my friend asked me if she could borrow my toothbrush
because she forgot hers at home.

(to) throw the book at someone
OO AnS Crw |y oS ¢ 0,8 Slilre |y w8 So
Syn:bring to book ,come down on someone like a ton of bricks, rake over the coals

E.G: The judge threw the book at Matt for stealing a football from the store. He'll be
going to jail for six months.
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Choose the best substitute for the phrase in bold:

Ly

2)

3)

4)

5D

6)

7)

5

After Micole lost the election, she started ranting and raving.
a) complaming loudly

b) speaking quietly

c) asking many questions

When a stranger approached me on the bus and asked to bor-
roww my cell phone, I was taken aback.

a) disappointed

b) surprised

c) dehighted

When George showed up for work five minutes late, his
boss Beth threatened to fire him. Beth is known for blowing
things out of proportion.

a) making a big deal out of small things

by lving

c) creating extra work for someone

My apartment 1s always messy. | need to get my act together
and start cleaning it once a week.

a) start pretending

b)) gather a group of people together

c) get organi=ed

My heart goes out o all the homeless people lying outside
my apartment building in February.

a) I help

by 1 feel sorry for

1 feel good abowt

[ just found ont yesterday that Amber never washes her
hands before making cookies. Ted told me.

a) saw

b)) owverheard

<) leamed

The judge i1s going to throw the book at Jim for robbing
several houses.

a) release Jim firom jail

b) charge Jim with an offense

<) read o Jim

Ted's chemisiry homework was much more difficult than
Micole had expected. She just couldn’t seem o get a handle
o B

a)y finish it

by understand it

) hold it in her hands
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@ Review for lessons 16-20

Fill in the blank with the appoopriate vword:

1} By aunt and uncle are really sitting——— They made a lot of
momney in the stock market.

a) rich b)) poor c) prefy

21} Lighten ' %o need o stop taking your job so serousy.
a) o b)) up c) over

3y Adfier a week, my houseguests really staned 1o get a1y

nerves. They made long-distance phone calls to Singapore,
drank all my wine, and slept until noon every day.

ah by b} Lol T
4y Avmber likes to stay up past midnight every night. She's what
wiou'd call a ol
al night by busy o) oday
5) Mildred thought she’d have trouble remembering to take her
pills. But movw, afier ten months, it"s nature.
al first bl second )y third
6) Susan messed and lefi the cookies in the oven for 25

minutes oo lomg. Thew were mied.

a) up b)) owver cl away

7y Andrea didn't cheat. She won the election fair and

a) easily b)) circle C} sguare

5 Bob didn't know anyvihing aboout baking when he and Swusan
started selling cookies, but he quickly learmed the

a) chains b) ropes C) sIrngs

93 Ted and his friends were fooling, in the chemisiry labo-
ratory when they accidentally starmted a fire.

al around by abouwut ) aweay

1y Mary's danghter wanted the new Harry Poter book. But by
the time thewy 2ot o the bookstore, it was already sold

a) ot by in ) avwrany
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LESSON 21

SUSAN GETS A
SURPRISE CALL

DonnafromtheNational Cookie Company calls
Susan. She wants to buy out Susan's Scrump-
tious Cookies. Susan isvery happy.

Susan: Hello?

Donna: Good afternoon. Are you Susan, of Susan's Scrumptious
Cookies?

Susan: Yes, | am.
Donna: My name is Donna Jenkins, and I'm calling from the
National Cookie Company. We're nuts about your

cookies, and we'd like to sell them all over the country.

Susan:  Unfortunately, we're running on a shoestring out of our
kitchen. We can't make enough cookies for you.

Donna: My company wants to buy the recipe and the brand
name from you.

Susan:  Oh yeah? Why would you want to do that?

Donna: We have a successful track record of buying small
companies and turning them into big ones.

Susan: In that case, I'm sure we can come to an agreement.
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Donna: Creat. Youjust made my day!

Usan: You'll need to work out the nuts and bolts of the
" agreement with my husband. He's the business manager.

Qusan: He'sat ameeting. I'll have him get in touch with you
when he returns.

Donna: Good. | look forward to speaking with him.

IDIOMS - LESSON 21

all over - throughout; everywhere

EXAMPLE 1. Nicol€e's classmates are from all over theworld, including
Argentina, Brazil, China, Japan, Korea, Poland, and Ukraine.
EXAMPLE 2: Ohno! | got ketchup all over my white swesater.

(to) come to an agreement - to reach an agreement

EXAMPLE 1. If we can cometo an agreement now, | can start work on
Monday.

EXAMPLE 2: If you're not willing to negotiate, it's going to be very dif-
ficult for usto come to an agreement.

in that case - under that circumstance

EXAMPLE 1. It'ssnowing? I n that case, you'd better take the bus to school
today instead of driving.

EXAMPLE 2: You forgot your wallet at home today? I n that case, you can
borrow five bucks from me for lunch.

(to be or to get) in touch with (someone) - to be or to get in
contact with (someone)

EXAMPLE 1. | was surprised when Luis called me, since we hadn't been in
touch with each other since high school.

EXAMPLE 2: Leave me your contact information in case | need to get in
touch with you while you're on vacation.
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SUSAN GETS A SURPRISE CALL

all over
Jf)a‘bmc)bg‘)mb)wi‘sm
Syn:cap a pie, from one end to the other, throughout

E.G: Oh no! I got ketchup all over my white sweater.
(to) come to an agreement

OR,5 1y famg O oy @85 4y ¢ Gy 38155 Al (o
Syn:come to an understanding / terms , reach an compromise / agreement / accord ,
meet each other halfway / in the middle , establish/ find a middle ground

E.G: If you're not willing to negotiate, it's going to be very difficult for us to come to
an agreement.

in that case

w9929 I b a1 0 0 O jse o ol S
Syn:that being the case , that being so ,as a result of doing this
under that circumstance

E.G: You forgot your wallet at home today? In that case, you can borrow five bucks
from me for lunch.

(to be or to get) in touch with (someone)
oS b5 bl g eled ¢ (oS L g bLS T g oled j0l (P
Syn:to be or get in contact with, communicate, touch base (with sb)

E.G: Leave me your contact information in case I need to get in touch with you while
you're on vacation.

(to) look forward to
ol yorr 4y ZMasl (ol 5l asy Jad ¢ (Bl L) 0,5 o ¢ aiS HUal e g Uaml gt 1 oo
s L INQ

Syn:be unable to wait for sth, be gung-ho about, count the days until ,await
with gusto

E.G: I'm looking forward to my trip to Mexico next month.
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Syn:give someone a kick ,cheer up ,gladden,

(to) make one's day

E.G: Thanks for bringing over those cookies last week. That made my day!

nuts and bolts
&I eolol Jgole Slosz ¢ )1 S g Sdzr ¢ 651 9 p5i (im0
Syn:brass tacks , ropes , ins and outs , nitty-gritty ,basics , details

E.G: Simon really understands the nuts and bolts of how toilets work. He would be a
very good plumber.

on a shoestring

Sll 51599 & (p92 430 b g golail pinai 8 Lo (69, ¢ 05 Sl 42092 9 Jo b 1o

odee o2 (53,5 (SWj
Syn:be economical / sparing /thrifty, cut corners,pinch /count pennies ,
tighten your belt , watch/pinch your pennis

E.G: Bob and Susan were living on a shoestring after Bob lost his job.

track record

Syn:background , achievements , accomplishments

E.G: We've spoken to your past employers, so we know you've got an excellent track record.

(to) work out

E.G: Sally couldn't work out her problems with her neighbors, so she finally decided
to move away.(;0,5 J>)

E.G: This plan won't work out — you'll need to go back to the drawing board and
work out a new plan.(,sls axcs)

E.G: Tony and Angela argue all the time. | don't think their marriage will work out.
(Q%B‘ P‘5°)

E.G: After working out at the gym for two hours, Scott could barely walk.( s, 35,9
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There's a handsome exchange siudent from Sweden at Ni-
cole's school this year, Nicole s nuts him.

a) with b} into c) about
2) Susan and Bob were able to come an agreement with
the representative from the National Cookie Company,
a) from b} with c) to
3) When somebody has a successful track , it"s usually
easy for them to find a new job.
a) record b) history c) past
4) Let's have dinner on Saturday night. I'll get in touch oLl
later to choose a restaurant.
a) from b) by ¢) with
5) Susan doesn't have a lot of money. In fact, she's running her
business a shoestring.
a) with b} on c) in
6) You can find Starbucks coffee houses all the country,
from New York to California.
a) over b) above ¢) within
7} Bob hasn't been on vacation in years. He's really looking
to s mp to Maine.
a) above b) forward ¢) ahead
8) Ted's teacher helped him work a study schedule.
a) out b) in c) through
2 YU eyl 1oy 53 e e Speak English Like An American c.li4 5>
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LESSON 22

SUSAN SHARES THE
GOOD NBWS

Bob tells Susan that the Village Market won't
taketheir cookiesanymore. Susan tellsBob that
theNational Cookie Company wantsto buy out
Susan's Scrumptious Cookies.

Bob:

Usan:

Bob:

Usan:

Bob:

Usan:

Bob:

Dear, I've got some bad news.

What's the matter, Bob?

The Village Market won't take any more of our cookies.
Why not? They're selling like hotcakes!

| know, but a lady found a blue hair in her cookie. Now
Carol refuses to sell them.

Carol is such adragon lady! We're better off having
nothing to do with her.

She's not my cup of tea either, but she was selling lots
of cookies.

Oh well. That'sthe way the cookie crumbles. Ha ha
Get it?

Susan, this is no laughing matter!
Bob, we don't need the Village Market anymore.
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Bob:  Why not?

Susan: The National Cookie Company called. They want to
buy out our business.

Bob: Susan, thisis adream cometrue. It looks like we've
struck it rich!

Susan:  Yes. Soon we'll berolling in dough!

&

A
%

IDIOMS - LESSON 22

better off- in a more fortunate position

EXAMPLE 1: We're better off leaving for France on Thursday evening, so
we can spend the entire weekend there.

EXAMPLE 2: If you're interested in studying languages, you'd be better
off attending Northwestern University than the University of Chicago.

NOTE: This expression is often used with conditional tense (would), espe-
cially when you're giving advice: "you would be better off doing some-
thing" or "you'd be better off doing something."

(to) buy out - to purchase an entire business or someone's
share of a business
EXAMPLE 1: Microsoft bought out Adam's company for $12 million.

EXAMPLE 2: Harriett and Jane sell homemade snack chips. They hope one
day a big company will buy out their business.

cup of tea - seeLesson 5

dragon lady - a nasty woman who misuses her power

EXAMPLE 1. Beth isareal dragon lady. She's always screaming at her
employees and blaming them for her mistakes. | hope she gets fired!
EXAMPLE 2: Liz was nasty to you? I'm not surprised. She's adragon lady.

Srnonvyms bitch [slang]; shrew

(to) get it - to understand

EXAMPLE 1. | invited 40 people to my Thanksgiving dinner, but only 10
people came. | don't get it!
EXAMPLE 2: Don't you get it? Your company is about to go out of business!
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SUSAN SHARES THE GOOD NEWS

better off
5 oogul iy IS £9 9 Sy g eolatll g Jrd Comdg g adgl Sxo
Most of the times used with: would

E.G: If you're interested in studying languages, you'd be better off attending
Northwestern University than the University of Chicago.
(to) buy out

085 lazsl e p e guE WP b So B ) (oS el (S0
Syn: to purchase an entire business or someone's share of a business

E.G: Microsoft bought out Adam's company for $12 million.
dragon lady

abails e 0,998 jolo e 9,88 5 (P03 ()51 (S0
Syn: shrew, termagant

E.G: Liz was nasty to you? I'm not surprised. She's a dragon lady.

(to) get it
Syn:get the drift / the picture / the message / the point , grasp , latch on, tumble to

E.G: Don't you get it? Your company is about to go out of business!

it looks like

Syn:it appears, it seems, seemingly, as if / though ,

E.G: It looks like it's going to rain, so we'd better just cancel the picnic now.

To be no laughing matter
BTN KSRV RN DY AR CE VS KV R CES P T 7
Syn:no joke , not a trivial issue , no nonsense

E.G: When the tornado came into town, it was no laughing matter.
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nothing to do with (someone or something)
O™ 59532550 9 50,5 @l |y Gz b oS bakaly ¢ oS alal) aladl e
Have nothing to do with sb s yls &2
Syn: not have any relationship with someone, to not get involved with something

E.G: After | found out that Nora shoplifted some lipstick from the drugstore, | wanted
nothing to do with her.

rolling in dough

gy e oo aple ¢ Joy 3 P
Syn:rolling in it/ money , loaded , well-off , made of money , cash rich ,
with deep pockets , moneyed

E.G: Susan and Bob don't need to work anymore. They're rolling in dough.
(to) strike it rich

(0,15 m2 (10,5 la eS 5 (jdre (gme)e (o Jlgy als as ¢« 055000 (6oL Jgu (2940t (0
Syn:hit the jack pot, rake it in, laugh all the way to the bank , make a
Killing/pile /oomb/fortune//bomb/haul /bundle

E.G: Chad struck it rich with the winning lottery ticket.
that's the way the cookie crumbles

3,5 dlored io,)l5 4500 0090 ek 0050 B¢ 0,5 Al (5,02 ¢ a0 Ao (Sl S
Syn:those are the breaks

E.G: Somebody drank your last can of Pepsi? Oh well, that's the way the cookie crumbles.
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Choose the best substitute for the phrase or sentence in bold:

Iy "What's the matter? You don't look happy.”
a) How are you?
by What does it mean?
c) What's wrong™?

2) We sold our business. Now we're rolling in dough!
a) we're still making cookies
by we're rich
c) we're poor

3) How could a woman find a hair in her cookie? 1 just don't
get it
a) 1 don't understand it
b) I don't get hair in my cookies.
c) 1 don't believe it.

4) Ted and Amber think they're going to strike it rich in the
music business.
a) get hort
b) make lots of money
c) hit something

5) Bob thought that losing his job at the furniture store was no
langhing matter.
a) something serious
b) something to laugh about
c) something that doesn't really matter

6) My boss at the plasncs company was a real dragon lady.
Whenever I went into her office, she started yelling.
a) ugly woman
b} nasty worman
c) fire-breathing monster
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7) Nicole, I'm sorry you lost the election for president, but
that's the way the cookie crumbles.
a) that's how it goes and you can't do anything about it
b) sometimes cookies fall apart
c) when bad things happen, you should be very upset

®) A few months after Peter fired Bob, his furmiture store went
out of business.
a) started domng better
b) moved to a different location
c) closed
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LESSON 23

BOB HAS A SURPRISE VISITOR

Bob'sformer bossPeter, fromthefurniturestore,
comes to visit. He offers Bob his old job back,
but Bob'snot interested.

Peter:  Hi Bob. | wasjust in the neighborhood so | thought I'd
stop by.

Bob: Come on in. Take a cookie.

Peter: Thanks. I'm glad to see you're not holding a grudge
against me for firing you.

Bob:  Notatdl. At fird, it burned me up. But | fed better now.

Peter:  Good. I'm glad you have no hard feelings. How would
you like your oldjob back?

Bob: What happened to your wonderful new manager?

Peter:  She drank at work. By five o'clock, she'd be lying under
adining room table, three sheetsto thewind. Yes
terday, | finaly got rid of her.

Bob: Let me get this straight. You replaced me with some
crazy woman who got plastered every day on thejob?

Peter: Yeah, | lost my head.

Bob: | don't think you lost your head. | just think you've got
rocks in your head!
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Peter: Bob, I'm trying to level with you. | never should've let
you go.

Bob: No use crying over spilt milk.
Peter:  So you'll come back and work for me?

Bob: Not on your life! Susan and| are very well off now. We
just sold our new company for a small fortune!

by

IDIOMS - LESSON 23

at first - seeLesson 16

(to) burn someone up - to make someone angry

EXAMPLE 11 Jenny didn't vote for Nicole. That really burns Nicole up.
EXAMPLE 2: | can't believe Kristen and Andrew didn't invite us to their
wedding. That really burns me up!

come on in - enter

EXAMPLE 1: Comeon in, thedoor's open!
EXAMPLE 2: If nobody answers the door when you ring tonight, just come
onin.

NOTE: This is a more conversational way of saying "comein."

(to) get plagtered [dang] - to get drunk

EXAMPLE 1: Harold got plastered at the wedding and fell into the wed-
ding cake.

EXAMPLE 2: That's your fifth martini. What are you trying to do, get
plastered?

Srnonyms 1o get loaded [slang]; to get sloshed [dlang]
(to) get rid of - to free onesdf of; to throw out

ExaMPLE 1: Wefinally got rid of our spider problem, but now we have ants.
EXAMPLE 2: |'ve got too many old magazines and newspapers in my of-
fice. | need to get rid of some of them.
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BOB HAS A SURPRISE VISITOR

(to) burn someone up

6..5 Qo; WT ‘ Qo; Lg:l,.,a.c \) 6..5‘50.0
Syn:drive one crazy, madden , peeve , agitate , drive up the wall , get on
one's nerves , make some one's blood boil , make someone see red

E.G: Jenny didn't vote for Nicole. That really burns Nicole up.

come on in
(ST &)l Bl g gyl Cll)gs Loyin ¢ g5 Lol Sro
Syn:enter , come in, get in, set foot in

E.G: Come on in, the door's open!

(to) get plastered
Syn: to get loaded, to get sloshed

E.G: Harold got plastered at the wedding and fell into the wedding cake.

(to) get rid of
il jeac gl Coly G b onS Cans jle ol M STL s 0 1 S
Syn:get shot of , get shut of, toss out , chuck away , weed out

E.G: We finally got rid of our spider problem, but now we have ants.

(to) get (something) straight

rpdagd Cow)d o e S5 O s o5 ¢ Gt sl Al 4 005 ) (P
Syn:clarify ,make plain ,simplify ,shed light on (.5 -v25,) ,find out, get it
figure out , grasp

E.G: Let me get this straight — you're leaving your hushand?

(to) hold a grudge against (someone)

oo calbg gloas oS 5l oS 5l plls alST S
Syn:bear a grudge against sb, have hard feelings / bad blood , toward sh
have bitterness/ill will

E.G: Nicole holds a grudge against Jenny for voting for Andrea instead of her.
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Syn:give sb the ax /sack /their cards / bullet/elbow / boot/walking paper
/gate /pink slip ,fire someone , dismiss a person from a job

(to) let (someone) go

E.G: The Xerxes Corporation was doing so poorly, they had to let many workers go
earlier this year.

(to) level with (someone)

=S b og @olo ¢ (oS L pogr Sulygl (S
Syn:To be clear / frank / direct / straight /candid /straightforward , call a
spade a spade

E.G: Let me level with you. I'm voting for Andrea instead of you.

(to) lose one's head
(6818 Caws 3 gilie a80) yols Caws 31y 0e5 Jhe ¢ 158, 18 0,55 5l ol vg5ey 955 3l S
ool s,

Syn:freak out , lose one's mind /senses /temper/ cool /reason ,hit the
ceiling/the roof ,freak out , go nuts , go mad / crazy / insane ,go off the wall
, crack up ,go bananas , blow up , go off one's rocker ,see red

E.G: Nicole lost her head after losing the elections and started yelling at all her friends.

hard feelings
Lg)ﬂijé 46)9.§d0c g./..JLf..a.c 9 Ué';'? 3 MGL;:?")L; wb.o‘:‘;b.o
Syn:bitterness , ill will , ill feeling(s), bad blood, enmity

E.G: know you were disappointed that | beat you in the golf tournament, but I hope
there are no hard feelings

no use crying over spilt milk
Jl.sp‘;ﬁo;‘_;wwj)om@)gi‘o;u@&)U‘omdq)Lﬁs@
Syn:what's done is done

E.G: Your bike was ruined in an accident? There's no use crying over spilt milk.
You'll just have to buy a new one.

Not on your life!

Syn:no way! Nope! forget it, by no means, not on your nelly, never!

E.G: You want me to sit in that sauna for an hour? Not on your life!
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on the job

Syn:on duty , at work

E.G: Jennifer has four men on the job painting her house.

small fortune

.

o b Jlie oy Jou « 0o Jout (o
Syn: a bundle, a killing ,a mint , a packet , a fortune ,a bomb ,a stack , , big
money , big bucks ,pretty penny, large sum

E.G: You won $25,000 in the lottery? That's a small fortune!

(to) stop by
ools oligS Dl 4y « ol b S 4y (05 pul (S0
Syn:drop by, call by ,pop in ,come by, swing by ,fall by , pay a brief visit

E.G: Stop by my office on your way home tonight.

three sheets to the wind

Syn: wasted; liquored up; dead drunk

E.G: Somebody needs to make sure Greg gets home safely. He's three sheets to the wind.

well off

dieig,s ¢ 00gml (S35 sLls ¢ Lgt o (gl gl Sxe
Syn:well to do ,in/on easy street , prosperous ,loaded , in clover , well
heeled, well fixed , deep-pocketed , monied

E.G: Debbie is a doctor and her husband is a lawyer. They're quite well off.

2 oW s jaal 2090 (e Speak EngllSh Like An American w4 o 53>

forum.konkur.in



www.konkur.in

Lo (OS> ‘SLQ o

Choose the best substitute for the phrase or sentence in bold:

1) Micole was very angry that she lost the election. Her mother
told her there was no use crving over spilt millc
a) there was no pomt in feeling bad about what can’t be

changed _ _
bl she should think about all the mustakes she made
<) maybe she could stll change the results

2) Many peqi::: have died while climbing Mount Everest.
Wiould 1 ke to try 1if? Mot on vour life!
a) Mot if it means yvou'll be risking your life!
b) Yes, definitely
cp Moo oway!

3) When Carol told Bob she could no longer sell Susan's
Scrumptious Cookies, it really burned him up.
a) made him feel happy
by made him feel sick
c) made him wvery angry

4) Sara, I'm going to have to let vou go. You come to work late
every day and spend all day chatting with your friends.
a) fire you
b} mive you more vacation nme
c) wvell at you

5) Ome day, Nicole woke up with big red spots on her face. She
didn't know how o get rid of them.
a) make more of
b} remove
C) encourage

6) Thanks for coming to my party. Come on in!
ay Hee you later!
by Go away!
c) Enter!

Th Susan was three sheets o the wind. Bob told her not to
drink any more pifia coladas.
a) really drunk
b} wvery thirsty
c) feeling very tired

R) Now that Bob is well off, he definitely won't be taking a job
at McDonald's.
a) emploved
b) feeling well
c) secure financially
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My boyfriend
is crazy... crazy
about baking
cookies!
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LESSON 24

AMBER WRITES A SONG

Ted alwayswritesthe songsfor therock band.
but now Amber saysshewantsto start writing
songstoo. Shesingshimthefirst linesof her

mew song.

Amber: Ted, you know how all along you've been in charge of
al the lyrics for our band?

Ted:  That'sright, Amber. Everybody loves my songs!

Amber: Well, | hopethey'll love my songstoo.

Ted:  But you don't write songs.

Amber: I'm sck and tired of anging your songs al the time. |
want to Sng my own songs!

Ted:  Okay, noneedto freak out! Firg thingsfirst. Have
you written a song yet?

Amber: Yes, asa matter of fact, | have.

Ted: Wi, let's hear it then.

Amber: Okay, but it's fill awork in progress.

Ted:  Stoptryingto buy time. Let's hear the song!
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Amber: J3 My boyfriend is crazy. Crazy about baking cookies.
| know for surethat there is no cure... Jo
Ted: Cut it out! Stop teasing me. | am cured.

Amber: All better?

Ted: Yes. I'll never bake another cookie again. My parents
made a fortune. Now we can al just chill out!

IDIOMS - LESSON 24

all along - throughout; from beginning to end

EXAMPLE 1. Jenny told Nicole she would vote for her, but all along she
was planning on voting for Andrea.

EXAMPLE 2: | never believed Joel when he told us he was marrying a
princess from Denmark. | knew all along that he was lying.

all better - completely cured

EXAMPLE 1. "All better ?" asked Maureen, after her son stopped crying.
EXAMPLE 2: If you're not all better, you shouldn't go to work tomorrow.

as a matter of fact - see Lesson 20

(to) buy (some) time - to make more time available (in order
to achieve a certain purpose)

EXAMPLE 1. We're not sure yet whether or not we want to buy the house.
We'd better buy some time so we can think about it over the weekend.

EXAMPLE 2: I'm not sure whether or not | want to take the job offer. I'd
better buy some time to think about it.

(to) chill out [slang] - to relax

EXAMPLE 1: Chill out! If we miss this train, we'll just take the next one.
EXAMPLE 2: Your dog ate your homework? Chill out, I'm sure your
teacher will understand!

(to be) crazy about - see Lesson 5
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AMBER WRITES A SONG

e ol Job pled o0 ey sl yo ¢ e plod jo7  Seo
Syn: throughout ,from beginning to end , from start to finish of , the whole
time during , throughout the expanse/width/extent of

all along

E.G: I never believed Joel when he told us he was marrying a princess from Denmark. |
knew all along that he was lying.

all better

O b g 0o @93 g B Gl s MalS (Sxe
Syn:completely cured / healed ,full recovery

E.G: If you're not all better, you shouldn't go to work tomorrow.
(to) buy (some) time

Qo)ﬂ Coawd 4y adlal Cdg ¢ a5 lojl S0
Syn:use delaying tactics , gain time ,play for time , play a waiting game

E.G: I'm not sure whether or not | want to take the job offer. I'd better buy some time
to think about it.

(to) chill out

0055 Lad 1y 095 el )l s pgyl e (39,87 Sl )l (Sro
Syn:lighten up , calm down , cheer up , take things easy , unwind
loosen up , keep calm , simmer down , take a chill pill ,cool down

E.G: Your dog ate your homework? Chill out, I'm sure your teacher will understand!
(to) cut it out

S a5l il Caws ¢ (10,5 pgade Hlo  Cawd 9 S Lieged g S (s el Sl 40) 1 Seo
IRSTXS )lﬂ

Syn:knock it off ,give it a break ,enough is enough , enough is too much

E.G: Cut it out! Stop trying to pull my shoes off!
first things first

.

MS;)“WS&‘&”PMJQL’ ..... d@.ﬁ)‘w MJJs‘:‘S.aM
Syn:firstly

E.G: You want to ask your teacher if you can hand in your paper two weeks late? First
things first, you'd better think of an excuse.
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Syn:fly off the handle , flip out, go ballistic , go bananas / ape , go nuts /
crazy / mad ,crack up , blow a gasket / one's stack , pop one's cork

(to) freak out

E.G: Don't freak out when I tell you this, but I lost the laptop you lent me last week.

(to be) in charge of

(S 50) osle Codgin « (109 Sz b (oS S0 0nge ¢ (091 (S Jgimnr (S0
Syn:be responsible for , be in command of , be in control of

E.G: John is in charge of all international sales for his company.

in progress

ploul Jb o pladl caws jo ¢ by jol (S
Syn:under way , in process , happening , proceeding ,taking place
In operation

E.G: Once the test is in progress, you will not be allowed to leave the room.

(to) make a fortune
080 ok Jsr ¢« 095 ez 4 SN Ul (S
Syn:make a bundle /a killing / a large / big bucks / a pretty penny ,rake it in

E.G: Adam made a fortune when he sold his company to Microsoft.

(to be) sick and tired of
T N I T
Syn:to have enough of sth , to be fed up with , bored with ,sick of , tired of

E.G: I'm sick and tired of this nasty weather we've been having!
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buy time cut it out
chill out in charge of
freaked out sick and tired of
all along first things first
1} Nicole really when she heard she lost the

presidential election. She threw her books across the room!

2) Ted, why do you always leave your dirty clothes on the floor?
Your mother 15 cleaning up after you.

3) Donna, from the National Cookie Company, wanted Susan o
sign a coniract right away. Susan told her :
She wanted to speak to a lawyer before signing any papers.

4) As president of the Spanish Club, Nicole will be
organizing a trip to Spain in the spring,

5) When Nicole saw a group of her brother's friends laughing at
her, she told them to

6) Afier losing the election, Nicole was very upset. She needed
to take it easy and :

7) Bob and Susan weren't sure vet how much they wanted to
sell their cookie company for. They needed to

so0 they could get some advice.

B) MNicole had assumed that she was going to
win the election. She was really surprised when she lost.
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1} Billy fell down the stairs and started crying. When he finally
stopped, his mother asked, "All ™

a) good b) better ¢) okay

2) Amber was happy when Ted said they didn't have to bake

any more cookies. She was sick and tired baking cook-
1.

a) of b} with c) at

3} Ethan hasn't yet made up his mind whether or not to accept

the job offer. He needs to some fime.
a) buy b) purchase c) get
4) The man behind me on the train was whistling loudly. It was
giving me a headache. Finally, | told him to it out.
a) stop b) cut C) sever

5) Chill ! We're only going to be a few minutes late.

ay it b) ) out
6) Adam a fortune working in computers in the late 90's,
He was able to retire at age 39.
a) had b) made ¢) found

71 The students were told that while the test was Progress,
they wouldn't be allowed to leave the classroom.

a) with b) n c) at

8) Victoria has a big job. She's in charge the marketing
department at her company.

a) at b} with ¢} of
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Ted, come
to New York and
I'll foot the bill for
everything!

Wow,
this is a dream
come true!
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LESSON 25

TED BRINGS HOME MORE
GOOD NEWS

Tedtellshisfamily that atalent agent wantsto
meet with him. Theagent will fly Ted and Amber
to New York. Nicoleannouncesthat she'sbeen
named president of the Spanish Club.

Ted: Amber and | are going to break into the music
business. Last night after our concert, atalent agent
asked us to meet with him in New York.

Susan: Congratulations! We'll give you some spending money
for your trip.

Ted: No need. The agent is footing the bill for everything.
And when we get there, he's going to wine and dine us.

Susan: He must think you're the cream of the crop.

Ted: He thinks we sound like the Goo Goo Dalls.
Nicole: Who are they?
Ted:  You'reredly out of it. They're apopular rock band.

Nicole: Our family is certainly on awinning streak. | was
elected president of the Spanish Club today.

Ted: The Spanish Club? Big deal!
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Nicole: Youdon't get it, Ted. Thisis only the beginning. Today,
president of the Spanish Club. Tomorrow, ambassador
to Spain!

Ted: Well, Ambassador, you'll need to wrap up my
chemistry homework before you leave for the Spanish

Embassy.

Susan: A rock star and a diplomat — 1'm so proud of both of
you!

_\—

IDIOMS - LESSON 25

Big deal! - So what? That doesn't redly matter.

EXAMPLE 1: You won five dollarsin the lottery? Big deal!
EXAMPLE 2: Your father has ajob with abig company in New York City?
Big deal!

(to) break into - to enter or be let into aprofesson

EXAMPLE 1: If you want to break into journalism, it's a good idea to
work on a college newspaper.
EXAMPLE 2: These days it's difficult to break into investment banking.

NOTE: "Break into" has several other meanings:
1. Interrupt. Borisand | were talking. Please don't try to break into our
conversation.
2. Enter illegally or by force. Somebody broke into Peter's house and
stole his DVD player.
3. To suddenly begin an activity, such as singing. After receiving the
check from the National Cookie Company, Susan broke into song.

cream of the crop - the best of agroup

EXAMPLE 1. In the world of women's tennis, the Williams sisters are the
cream of the crop.

EXAMPLE 2: Of course you'll get accepted to Harvard. Don't forget,
you're the cream of the crop!

Srnonym: creme de lacreme
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TED BRINGS HOME MORE GO0OD NEWS

Big deal!
145 G 0« (igSid A ot Flie Sl I w3 § > 4T g Sro
2 (g oot 9 ut’})‘ f“S b)) L5)l5 M‘B’” a5 Ao ool C)’U"‘o‘ C)%‘ }‘ u;‘-eﬁ
Syn:so what?, who cares ? , that doesn’t impress me much

E.G: Your father has a job with a big company in New York City? Big deal!

(to) break into
sl 9l 095 4 b PP e ¢ (oS By Loy G p (D G5 9 48> 3y 1 Shme
G955 95 6O S asds S ol planil g, )15 OLSLe s

E.G: These days it's difficult to break into investment banking.( us «5,> s 1)

E.G: Interrupt. Boris and | were talking. Please don't try to break into our
conversation. (G ,> s ;o)

E.G: Enter illegally or by force. Somebody broke into Peter's house and
stole his DVD player.( sos ol o)y S5l 2 b 5 4)

E.G:To suddenly begin an activity, such as crying. After receiving the
check from the Company, Susan broke into song.(burst into)

cream of the crop
Aol yo ¢ (e degazme b 0g )5 Gt pr JST (So
Syn: creme de la creme ,pick of the litter /bunch/basket ,best of the best/bunch

E.G: of course you'll get accepted to Harvard. Don't forget, you're the cream of the crop!

(to) foot the bill
005 Pl |y g e 9,5 w3l Se
Syn:pick up the tab/check ,shell out ,cough up ,fork out,pony up,stump up

E.G: Fortunately, whenever we go out to dinner with the boss, she foots the bill.
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(to be) out of it
TS e 9 29> sl xSl Al Sledbl e (y09r €Ll g ¢ 03 D (sl 4l 5l 1 Se
il 5 ols> (o2 9
Syn:dizzy , absent-minded , confounded ,muddle-headed ,muzzy
WO00ZY (jL52l 5 =5)

E.G: After staying up all night studying, Ted felt out of it the next day.
(osas
o15>)
E.G: pontask for Susan's advice on fashion. She's really out of it. She wears sneakers
with everything.( ol oMbl wa> sla e )

spending money
o2) e SzeS b 7 Glp Jne 2 sz F Jn e

(G, D355 L SezsS sl g5 ln &S o o2 e poloyy 51 I
Syn: pocket money, mad money , pin money

E.G: Martin's parents are paying his college tuition, but he has to earn his own
spending Money.( oaxi S>o5 b 7,5 ¢lp Js)
E.G: Before Tim left for Europe, his parents gave him $400 in spending money.( s=>s Js2)

(to) wine and dine
(‘.9 ‘_;)L.\.C o0deg 5_55.4‘—.)) UO; Ls)‘).’:b &7)9.5' g;""’ 3 L}"?‘&‘ O‘) QL».U 9y ¢ UO‘O )9.».0:‘;;&0

Syn:regale , kill the fatted calf ,roll out the red carpet/bring out the red
carpet for sb , feast

E.G: Donna wined and dined Bob and Susan and then presented them with a contract
for the sale of Susan's Scrumptious Cookies.

(to be on a) winning streak
2 o Soly O ((GEAID) 0 e Coly CuiBge 9 (S5m0 O )9O (53, 1S
Syn:lucky streak( 1,:51 s;L,L3 ,s) , hot streak , run of luck

E.G: You won 10 games in a row? You're on a winning streak!

(to) wrap up
4 A 5 ol rex gae e ol AT ¢ sl b oy doiS ¢ ol (40,5 pled 1 Seo

odee o2 S5z b 6,8
Syn:bring to a finish , bring to a close , bring to an end ,finish , terminate
conclude
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E.G: okay folks, let's wrap up these exercises so we can go home early tonight.
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Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1} 1 invited you to dinner, so let me bill.
a) hand off h) arm c) foot
2) My fnend Kate is really it. She doesn't even know who

Oprah Winfrey is.
a) out of b) into ¢) unaware of

3) Ted told Amber he'd need to call her back later in the evening

smnce he was just. to have dinner.
a) up b) around ¢) about
4) Afier Bob and Susan wrap__ the sale of their business,
they can relax for a while.
a) through h) around c) up
5) Sally got a job with a law firm in Manhattan? _ deal!
a) Small b) Big c) Huge
6) We love to visit our friends in Florence, ltaly. They always
___ and dine us.
a) hquor b) wine c) beer

7) Bob and Susan plan to give Nicole % 1,000 per vear of spend-
ing when she's in college.

a) cash b) dough ¢) money

&) I recommend that you go to a concert at Camegie Hall. The
musicians who play there are always the cream of the_.

a) crop b) lawn c) lot
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@ Review for lessons 21-25

Fill inm the blank with the missing word:

1} Mext vear, Ted will be traveling all the world with his
band.
a) about b)) mside C) Owver
2y Adter ms fifih vodka, Steve was sheets o the wind.
a) hwe by three Cl Dwo

3y For a while, the Johnsons were living a shoestring,.
They couldn't afford to eat out at restaurants._

a) with b) on c) by

4) When my friend lost her favorite necklace, 1 told her it was
no use crying over spilt .

a) milk b} juice c) beer
5) Joel has a fun job. He's charge of advertising sales for
Aad, the best humor magazine in AMmerica.
a) at by on Ch in
6) Please put away your wallet! et me the ball.
a) arm by fisor c) hand

7y My finend was running around like a chicken with its head
cut off. 1 told her o chall -

a) out b) ) down

2 YL s el o9 (e Speak English Like An American w.li4 o 50>

forum.konkur.in



www.konkur.in

GMLiJ ul-’) SlMaol Oy éol} 0,99

%) Bob worked out the nuts and of the agreement with the
Mational Cookie Company.

a) details b) bolts c) tacks

9)  Afier Martha's neighbor chopped down her apple tree, she
held a grudge him for years.

a) from b) against c) for
10y 1 arrived late to the stadium. The baseball game was already
ProOgress.
a) through b) in c) at
11} My frniend invited me out for a drink, but I told her I"d first
need to wrap some things at the office.
a) through b) along c) up
12) I'm__and tired of telemarketers calling me in the eve-
ning trying to sell me stuffl don't want.
a) sick b all c) angry
13) Knsten's boss paid her a compliment. He said she was the
best salesperson in the company. That really her day.
a) made b) created ¢) rummed
14) The person seated behind me on the airplane kept on kicking
my seat. Fmally, I told im to it oul.
a) stop b) cut c) fly
15) Amber hopes to break the modeling business afier she
graduates from high school. She can definitely model nose
rings amd tatioos!
a) into b) n ¢) around
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