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Babak Saberian is a translator who works for IRIB. Today, he is hosting Meysam in his office. Meysam is a
high school student. He is interviewing Mr. Saberian for his school project.
59T IS e ol e e (35589 )3 gl ol iS00 LIS Gl (oDl (5 5007 Slors 5 1o sl 45 e o2 e S Glple S
S oo axlas bl GBIL (ola jow 8555 (sl ol il gl o0
Meysam: Thank you Mr. Saberian for inviting me to your office.
0,5 Sged U280 4y e a5 L plo B 3o o
Mr. Saberian: You’re welcome!
oS o0 haly> 10l plo BT
Meysam: | heard you know three languages. Is that right?
§el C ) a1 s Lol puid (o fpn
Mr. Saberian: Well, actually four languages.
ol Sl &ly 58 s 1l plo BT
Meysam: Four! Really?! What languages do you know?
faswn ol olaly ax 190815 16 )L tpie
Mr. Saberian: Besides my mother tongue, Persian, I know English, French and Russian well.
i 8l 53 ) g9y 9 S3mudlB (oSSl o)l plis pole 05 5 o9de (50 sl il ST
Meysam: Interesting! And when did you learn them?
O T
Mr. Saberian: I began learning English at school when I was thirteen. Then I began learning French in a
language institute when I was fifteen. And I learned Russian when I was a university student in Moscow.
22 4B 05 550k 4 g5 pd (o 0333 5 G £0,5 (ol 05 (5 5T0L @ 58 Aoy o (Sl 035 3l 0 10l o (BT
W55 3 1y s o poge sl 5Kens 13 85 lej 5 005 05 e S
Meysam: Can you use all of them fluently?
fasS oolazwl olgy yobo 4y Ladl don 3 ailgs oo Ll o
Mr. Saberian: I know all of them well, but I use English more.
o35 s 00lial (S ) i Ll ciloge 55 40 |y o T e e 23y oo (g 6T
Meysam: OK. Do you think language learning should start as early as possible?
£5d 5,5 055 OISl > B gl () (650 05 oo 5B LT 3l oo
Mr. Saberian: My experience says interest and hard work are really more important than age.
s 5| it Uly (D9S3 Bl w3 on (e 25 100 o LT

Meysam: Hmm... that’s an important point. May I know what your favorite language is? English, French,
or Russian?

Mr. Saberian: To be honest, I enjoy using them all, but my favorite language is absolutely my mother tongue!
1wl ye (5 pobe 3l Iadad ye 48N 590 L) Lol e o oo ) Loy T s 3l oolitl 5 e o ailiolss 1yl plo BT
TN O fl.o}).a ¢

Language is a system of communication. It uses written and spoken forms. People use language to
communicate with each other in a society. They exchange knowledge, beliefs, wishes, and feelings through
it.
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Languages vary greatly from region to region. They are so different that a person may not understand the
language of someone from another region, country or continent. It is not surprising to hear that today about

7000 languages exist in the world. There are more than 2000 languages in Africa, 1000 in the Americas, more
than 2250 in Asia, about 230 in Europe, and more than 1300 in Oceania.
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Native speakers of these languages range in number from very large, with hundreds of millions of speakers,
to very small, with fewer than 10 speakers. The most popular language in the world is Chinese. More than
one billion people in the world speak Chinese. Interestingly, English has fewer native speakers than Chinese,
but there are about one billion learners of English all around the world. They learn English as an international
language.
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About fifty percent of the world’s languages have fewer than 5000 speakers. In the beginning of the twenty-
first century, 204 languages had fewer than 10 speakers and 344 languages had between 10 and 99 speakers.
The 548 languages with fewer than 99 speakers make up nearly 8 percent of the world’s languages. We call

them ‘endangered languages’. As the speakers of such languages grow old and die, their languages will die,
too.

d9 s>

O 0L YEF 5 5008055 Ve 5l 5pS 0l Vo oS g Cann )8 sl 1o 1031 55595 Booe 5l S Lo (slaghy 5l e olowiy ogue
oy > by | bl Lo aias e 55 | Lis slagly doys A sgam s siasS A0 51 568 L oolby OFA axiils s sS4 L Vo
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All languages are really valuable, despite their differences. Every language is an amazing means of
communication that meets the needs of its own speakers. It is impossible to imagine the world without

language. Therefore, we should respect all languages, no matter how different they are and how many
speakers they have.
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1) Besides his mother tongue, Mr. Saberian learnt four other languages. a) True b) False

2) He started learning English at school at the age of thirty. a) True b) False
3) He began learning Russian when he was a university student. a) True b) False
4) He learned Persian first, and then English, French, and Russian. a) True b) False
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