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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence.
Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

1-  Growing older and more decrepit appeared to be an ---------- and necessary part of being
human.
1) inevitable 2) intangible 3) unforeseeable 4) unsentimental

2- I don’t really think I’d have the ---------- to finish a marathon!
1) concern 2) candor 3) endurance 4) autonomy

3- Her marriage started to improve once her husband finally ---------- he had an anger
problem and began to take counseling.
1) identified 2) emerged 3) hesitated 4) acknowledged

4-  Society is an interdependent system that ---------- widespread cooperation to function.
1) proceeds 2) requires 3) fascinates 4) conveys

5-  Our blue planet is a ---------- . Life depends on water, yet in its natural form, the water in
the oceans will not sustain us because we cannot drink salt water.
1) refuge 2) remedy 3) paradox 4) vacillation

6- I thought I was buying a/an ---------- native Indian carving, but discovered later that it
was machine-made.
1) genuine 2) definitive 3) secretive 4) artificial

7-  The entrepreneur had a well-deserved reputation for ---------- , having accurately
anticipated many changes unforeseen by established business leaders.
1) modesty 2) hindsight 3) prescience 4) extroversion

8-  Studies of longevity among turtles are sometimes ---------- by the fact that the subjects
live so long that researchers retire before the studies can be completed.
1) stabilized 2) hampered 3) diversified 4) verified

9- Kevlar is a ---------- new material which is used for everything from airplane wings, to
bullet-proof vests, to hockey sticks.
1) prescriptive 2) versatile 3) dormant 4) derivative

10- If exploitation of the planet’s resources continues as at present, then the lifestyle we
currently enjoy ---------- the risk of causing significant damage to the world.
1) proposes 2) puts 3) shapes 4) runs
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PART B: Cloze Test
Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best fits

each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Scientists and philosophers have been grappling with the relationship between
language and thought for centuries. There have always been (11) --—---—--—- that our
picture of the Universe depends on our native tongue. Since the 1960s, however,
0 the ascent of thinkers like Noam Chomsky, and a host of cognitive
scientists, (13) ---------- that linguistic differences don’t really matter, (14) ----------
language 1s a universal human trait, and that our ability to talk to one another owes
more to our shared genetics (15) ---------- . But now the pendulum is beginning to
swing the other way as psychologists re-examine the question.

11- 1) that they argue 2) those who argue
3) an argument by those 4) arguing those who
12- 1) with 2) for 3) by 4) In
13- 1) whose consensus 2) who has the consensus
3) the consensus has been 4) 1s the consensus
14- 1)a 2) the 3) what 4) that
15- 1) and our cultures vary 2) than to our varying cultures
3) than our cultures that vary 4) as to our varying cultures

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best

choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

The Islamic conquest of Iran during the 7th century entailed not only a change of
religion but also a change of language. The sacred language of Islam was Arabic, and
the proportion of Arabic words used in Persian rapidly increased until it reached
something like the 40 to 50 percent of the present day. Before the introduction of the
Arabic element, most loanwords were mainly from other Iranian languages.

In later periods, Modern Persian borrowed words extensively from Turkish and
from European languages. Persian is itself the donor language in the case of the other
Iranian languages, all of which have drawn upon its vocabulary.

Buddhism was similarly responsible for the large proportion of Indo-Aryan words,
both Sanskrit and Prakrit, found in Sogdian and especially in Khotanese. A
considerable Indian element occurs in the vocabulary of those modern Iranian
languages that have been or are in contact with modern Indo-Aryan languages in the
northwest, such as Lahnda and Sindhi. There the Dardic languages have also been
influential. Balochi has also borrowed from Brahui, a Dravidian language spoken in
Balochistan in Pakistan.
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Ossetic occupies an exceptional position. Most of its Persian and Arabic
borrowings have come to it through Turkish, but more striking are the large number of
words borrowed from the Caucasian languages, especially Georgian. In modern times,
Ossetic continues to be influenced by Russian.

It’s mentioned in the passage that ------------- 3

1) religion has a striking influence on the language

2) Iranian languages have been considered as the donors rather than givers

3) Persian has influenced the other Iranian languages in all linguistic domains

4) Turkish and some European languages had the highest function in changing Persian

language
The word “entailed” in the first line of the passage can be substituted by ------------- ]
1) predicted 2) caused 3) introduced 4) controlled
“Lahnda and Sindhi” refer to ------------- :

1) Indian elements

2) Indo-Aryan words

3) two powerful languages

4) modern Indo-Aryan languages in northwest

Brahui, according to the passage, is ------------- 4

1) a language spoken in Baluchistan in Pakistan

2) derived from Baluchi, a Dravidian language

3) responsible for some borrowed words in Dravidian language

4) one of the most influential languages among the Dardic languages

It is stated in the passage that ------=------ !

1) most of words in Ossetic are loan words coming from Georgian

2) Ossetic has been entirely under the influence of the countries occupying Iran
3) a large number of the Persian and Arabic words in Ossetic have Turkish roots
4) Ossetic has been simultaneously affected by Turkish, Georgian, and Russian languages

PASSAGE 2:

Old Persian texts were written from left to right in the syllabic Old Persian cuneiform
script and had 36 phonetic characters and 8 logograms. The usage of logograms is not
obligatory. The script was surprisingly not a result of evolution of the script used in the
nearby civilisation of Mesopotamia. Despite the fact that Old Persian was written in
cuneiform script, the script was not a direct continuation of Mesopotamian tradition
and in fact, according to Schmitt, was a "deliberate creation of the sixth century BCE".

The origin of the Old Persian cuneiform script and the identification of the date and
process of introduction are a matter of discussion among Iranian scholars with no
general agreement having been reached. The factors making the consensus difficult
are, among others, the difficult passage DB (IV lines 88-92) from Darius the Great
who speaks of a new "form of writing" being made by himself which is said to be "in
Aryan".

Also, the analysis of certain Old Persian inscriptions are "supposed or claimed to
predate Darius the Great. Although it 1s true that the oldest attested Old Persian
inscriptions are from Behistun monument from Darius, the creation of this "new type
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of writing" seems, according to Schmitt, "to have begun already under Cyrus the
Great".

The script shows a few changes in the shape of characters during the period it was
used. This can be seen as a standardization of the heights of wedges, which in the
beginning (i.e. in DB) took only half the height of a line.

According to the passage, ------------- .

1) the Mesopotamia tradition continued with no scripts

2) using logograms was arbitrary in writing old Persian cuneiform

3) the Mesopotamia civilization had the critical role on shaping cuneiform scripts
4) the direction of writing old Persian texts are similar to ones written nowadays
The oldest existed inscriptions of Old Persian ------------- ;

1) are from Cyprus the Great

2) date back to before Darius the Great

3) belong to Behistun monument

4) deny the theory of a new type of writing

The word “deliberate” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to ------------- ;

1) unusual 2) innovative 3) intentional 4) accidental
In the more standardized form of cuneiform scripts, -----=------- A

1) less wedges were used

2) the heights of wedges altered

3) wedges took lower part of a line

4) shapes of characters were dramatically changed

Which one, based on the given information in the passage, is True?

1) Scholars have not been successful in analyzing the cuneiform.

2) Identification of the Old Persian cuneiform scripts requires hard work.

3) Aryan as a new form of writing has been considered as the origin of cuneiform.
4) There is a lack of consensus about the origin of the Old Persian cuneiform.

PASSAGE 3:

In northwestern Iran, Median was spoken, which is known from numerous loanwords
in Old Persian. We know nothing about its grammar, but it shares important
phonological isoglosses with Avestan, rather than Old Persian. The Medes, too, are
first mentioned in the Assyrian annals.

Under the Median rule, Median must to some extent have been the official Iranian
language in western Iran. No documents in Median have been preserved, however, and
it 1s likely that the Old Persian cuneiform script was not invented till under Darius. If
the Medes wrote in Median they must therefore have used another script. By the time
Old Persian became the official Iranian language under the Achaemenids, numerous
Median words had found their way into it. These are not restricted to technical
terminology such as administration, but are from all parts of the lexicon. Sometimes
both Median and Old Persian forms are found, which gave Old Persian a somewhat
confusing and inconsistent look.

The other known Old Iranian language is that of the Avesta, the Zoroastrian
scriptures. The geographical names in the Avestan texts show that the Avestan

forum.konkur.in



www.konkur.in

7 daio 407E (114 u5) Q‘ﬁl u_tL....uL: (SLQQL").

26-

27-

28-

29-

30-

language must have belonged to tribes settled in the area stretching from modern
Sistan to the Aral Sea. There 1s no trace of South-Iranian geography in the extant
Avestan texts. The westernmost place mentioned may be "Zoroastrian Raya ," if that is
to be identified with Raga in Media of Darius's Bisotun inscription and the town of
Ray located just to the south of modern Tehran, but that 1s wholly uncertain.

The language of the oldest Avestan texts (Old Avestan) is very close to that of the
Old Indic Rigveda and as such is of a very archaic Indo-European type. The language
of the later Avestan (Young or Late Avestan) texts is more similar to the language of
the oldest Old Persian inscriptions than to Old Avestan. It is therefore not unlikely that
Avestan was a language spoken in northeastern and eastern Iran from the second half
of the 2nd millennium (Old Avestan) down to about the beginning of the Achaemenid
period (Young Avestan).

In this passage, the author ------------- ;

1) compares two old languages spoken in Iran

2) determines the old existing scripts to which language belongs

3) presents some data about two oldest known Iranian languages

4) gives information about the linguistic features of two old languages
It’s stated in the passage that Median -------------

1) was a spoken language having no written symbols

2) was the official language in Iran before Avestan

3) was a language without grammatical structure

4) shares some of its words with Old Persian

The word “restricted” in paragraph 2 can be substituted by ------=------ 8
1) limited 2) defined 3) focused 4) occurred
In paragraph 3, ------------- 5

1) the area of the Avestan language is determined

2) it is stated that Iranian geography stretched from modern Sistan to the Aral Sea
3) it is cleared that the “Raya” was founded in the Darius’s Bisotun inscription

4) the oldest Iranian language based on the extant scriptures is specified

All of the following about the language of Avestan are true EXCEPT ------------- A

1) Late Avestan was the language during Achaemenid era

2) Old Avestan is a branch of the Old Indic Rigveda

3) Old Avestan was likely the language used in northeastern and castern Iran

4) the scripts of Young Avestan is more like those of the oldest Old Persian
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