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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence.
Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

Growing older and more decrepit appeared to be an ---------- and necessary part of being
human.
1) inevitable 2) intangible 3) unforeseeable 4) unsentimental
I don’t really think I’d have the ---------- to finish a marathon!
1) concern 2) candor 3) endurance 4) autonomy
Her marriage started to improve once her husband finally ---------- he had an anger
problem and began to take counseling,
1) identified 2) emerged 3) hesitated 4) acknowledged
Society is an interdependent system that ---------- widespread cooperation to function.
1) proceeds 2) requires 3) fascinates 4) conveys
Our blue planet is a ---------- . Life depends on water, yet in its natural form, the water in
the oceans will not sustain us because we cannot drink salt water.
1) refuge 2) remedy 3) paradox 4) vacillation
I thought I was buying a/an ---------- native Indian carving, but discovered later that it
was machine-made.
1) genuine 2) definitive 3) secretive 4) artificial
The entrepreneur had a well-deserved reputation for ---------- , having accurately
anticipated many changes unforeseen by established business leaders.
1) modesty 2) hindsight 3) prescience 4) extroversion
Studies of longevity among turtles are sometimes ---------- by the fact that the subjects
live so long that researchers retire before the studies can be completed.
1) stabilized 2) hampered 3) diversified 4) veritied
Kevlar is a ---------- new material which is used for everything from airplane wings, to
bullet-proof vests, to hockey sticks.
1) prescriptive 2) versatile 3) dormant 4) derivative

10- If exploitation of the planet’s resources continues as at present, then the lifestyle we
currently enjoy ---------- the risk of causing significant damage to the world.
1) proposes 2) puts 3) shapes 4) runs
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PART B: Cloze Test

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best fits
each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Scientists and philosophers have been grappling with the relationship between
language and thought for centuries. There have always been (11) ---------- that our
picture of the Universe depends on our native tongue. Since the 1960s, however,
Y the ascent of thinkers like Noam Chomsky, and a host of cognitive
scientists, (13) ---------- that linguistic differences don’t really matter, (14) ----------
language is a universal human trait, and that our ability to talk to one another owes
more to our shared genetics (15) -----—---—-- . But now the pendulum is beginning to
swing the other way as psychologists re-examine the question.

11- 1) that they argue 2) those who argue
3) an argument by those 4) arguing those who
12- 1) with 2) for 3) by 4)in
13- 1) whose consensus 2) who has the consensus
3) the consensus has been 4) 1s the consensus
14- 1)a 2) the 3) what 4) that
15- 1) and our cultures vary 2) than to our varying cultures
3) than our cultures that vary 4) as to our varying cultures

PART C: Reading Comprehension
Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best

choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE I:

Iranian Architecture history dates back to at least 5,000 BC with characteristic
examples distributed over a vast area from Turkey and Iraq to Uzbekistan and
Tajikistan, and from the Caucasus to Zanzibar. Persian buildings vary from peasant
huts to tea houses and garden, pavilions to "some of the most majestic structures the
world has ever seen".

In addition to historic gates, palaces, and mosques, the rapid growth of cities such
as the capital, Tehran (Architecture of Tehran) has brought about a wave of demolition
and new construction. Iranian architecture displays great variety, both structural and
aesthetic, from a variety of traditions and experience. Without sudden innovations, and
despite the repeated trauma of invasions and cultural shocks, it has achieved "an
individuality distinct from that of other Muslim countries".

Traditionally, the guiding formative motif of Iranian architecture has been its
cosmic symbolism "by which man is brought into communication and participation
with the powers of heaven". This theme has not only given unity and continuity to the
architecture of Persia, but has been a primary source of its emotional character as well.

forum.konkur.in



www.konkur.in

¥ axio 410E MYV 05) calids )

16-

17-

18-

19-

20-

According to Persian historian and archaeologist Arthur Pope, the supreme Iranian
art, in the proper meaning of the word, has always been its architecture. The
supremacy of architecture applies to both pre- and post-Islamic periods.

In 5000 BC, the Persian buildings, according to the passage, ------------- ‘

1) were constructed over a vast arca

2) were the most majestic structures in the world

3) came in a variety of sizes, shapes, and functions

4) included structures with gardens, pavilions huts, and tea rooms

The word “demolition” in paragraph 2 can be substituted by ------------- ;

1) interest 2) destruction 3) conversion 4) experience
Today the Architecture of Tehran -------------

1) includes a great number of cultural traumas

2) takes some distance of its own individuality

3) has a unique identity separating it from other Muslim cities

4) displays rapid and sudden innovations both structurally and aesthetically
In traditional Iranian architecture, the cosmic symbolism ------------- .

1) was the main decorative design

2) was the sign of the power of man

3) represented Iranians as emotional people

4) showed heaven as the main place of human being

Arthur Pope believed that ------------- g

1) Iranian architecture was the best in the world

2) architecture is the supreme art on the earth

3) architecture was the most eminent among other Iranian arts

4) pre- and post-Islamic Iranian architectures have followed the same features

PASSAGE 2:

Old Persian is attested from the cuneiform inscriptions left by the Achaemenid dynasty
that ruled the lands known as the Realm of the Aryans (from which comes the name of
the modern country Iran) up until the conquest of Alexander the Great.

Middle Persian, also known as Pahlavi, after the Parthians who ruled Persia
following the collapse of Alexander's Empire, is known chiefly through its use in
Persian's pre-Islamic Zoroastrian religious writings.

The origin of Farsi (or Modern Persian) is not clear. Although greatly influenced
and closely affiliated to Middle and Old Persian, there is no conclusive evidence that it
is directly descended from these languages. It may instead derive from a Pahlavi
dialect once spoken in northeast Iran.

Old Persian, by contrast, and its immediate descendant Middle Persian, originated
in a province in southwest Iran that was once the center of the Persian Empire - Parsa
or Fars, hence the contemporary Persian name of the language: Farsi.

The Early Modern period of the language (ninth to thirteenth centuries), preserved
in the literature of the Empire, is known as Classical Persian, due to the eminence and
distinction of poets such as Rudaki, Firdowsi, and Khayyam. During this period,
Persian was adopted as the lingua franca of the eastern Islamic nations.
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21-

22-

Extensive contact with Arabic led to a large influx of Arab vocabulary. In fact, a
writer of Classical Persian had at one's disposal the entire Arabic lexicon and could use
Arab terms freely either for literary effect or to display erudition.

Classical Persian remained essentially unchanged until the nineteenth century,
when the dialect of Teheran rose in prominence, having been chosen as the capital of
Persia by the Qajar dynasty in 1787.

This Farsi (Modern Persian) dialect became the basis of what is now called
Contemporary Standard Persian. Although it still contains a large number of Arab
terms, most borrowings have been nativised, with a much lower percentage of Arabic
words in colloquial forms of the language.

The information given in this passage mainly represents ------------- 2
1) the roots of Farsi language

2) the evolution of Farsi language

3) the geographical area of Farsi language

4) changes in Farsi in pre-Islamic era and in Islamic period
Modern Persian is ------------- ;

1) directly derived from Old and Middle Persian

2) originated of Aryans living in Achaemenid era

3) closely affiliated to a dialect spoken in northeast Iran

4) considerably under the effect of Old and Middle Persian
During 9 to 13'" centuries, Modern Persian ------------- :

1) was merely used by some famous Iranian poets

2) was used as a common language by eastern Islamic nations

3) was known as classical Persian used by the top social class

4) was a distinct and eminent language among poets of Muslim world

The word “influx” in paragraph 6 means ------------- .
1) arrival 2) notion 3) renew 4) influence
Contemporary Standard Persian ------------- ;

1) includes a lot of modified Arab terms

2) is the basis of Modern Persian dialect

3) was chosen as the dialect of Tehran by the Qajar dynasty
4) uses a large number of Arabic words in its colloquial forms

PASSAGE 3:

Most people think about Iran for its dry and hot deserts. Yet, this is far from being the
full picture, and a closer look reveals that Iran’s climate i1s way more diverse and also,
sometimes, extreme. Iran is a true four-season country, with warm summers and cold
winters. There are important variations in weather according to both the season and the
location, as Iran is a vast country. Temperatures differences can reach up to 50 degrees
Celsius in winter.

As a land of contrasts and extremes, Iran possesses rich natural features. Half of the
country is covered with mountains, as there are two major ranges, the Zagros and
Alborz Mountains, on the Iranian plateau. Many peaks stay covered with snow until
the end of spring, making it a perfect destination for skiing.

That's why, regardless of the seasons, some regions can be colder or warmer than
the others, all year long. The south and east of the country are mostly semi-desert
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27-

28-

29-

lands, and thus, offer sunny weather. Temperature can get very hot in summer, while
rainfalls are guite rare, well below 300 mm per year.

This variety of climate has given birth to an extensive flora and fauna, with
endemic species and migrating birds choosing Iran as their refuge over some months
of the year. it's a true chance for biodiversity and also an opportunity for visitors to
experience the country with a different perspective.

If most visitors come by spring to appreciate warm weather on almost all of Iran's
territory, each season has ditferent beauties to offer. The north, which can be rather
cold in winter, is, for instance, a popular destination for summer. Indeed, while most
of the country is under the heat, the narrow strip along the Caspian Sea benefits from
mild and cool weather.

The author of this passage wants to ------------- :

1) persuade tourists to visit Iran

2) show the potentials of biodiversity in Iran

3) show Iran as a country for all seasons

4) highlight the rich natural features of Iran

According to paragraph 1, ----==--ne---

1) the hlght.,‘s'[ temperature in Iran rLdChCS to 50°C

2) Iran is a dry and hot country with vast deserts

3) the climate in Iran is usually extreme

4) weather variability in Iran 1s based on season as well as location
The word “quite” in paragraph 3 is closest in meaning to ------------- .
1) nearly 2) averagely 3) regularly 4) completely
Which sentence, according to the passage, is True?

1) Most of Iran 1s under the heat.

2) Iran offers different types of beauties all year long.

3) Every mountain in Iran is a good ski resort in spring.

4) Only a narrow strip of Iran has a mild or cool weather.

All of the following are results of migrating birds to Iran EXCEPT ------------- :
1) climate change 2) natural sightseeing
3) tosurist destination 4) variety of plants and animals
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