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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence.
Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

Growing older and more decrepit appeared to be an ---------- and necessary part of being
human.
1) inevitable 2) intangible 3) unforeseeable 4) unsentimental
I don’t really think I’d have the ---------- to finish a marathon!
1) concern 2) candor 3) endurance 4) autonomy
Her marriage started to improve once her husband finally ---------- he had an anger
problem and began to take counseling,
1) identified 2) emerged 3) hesitated 4) acknowledged
Society is an interdependent system that ---------- widespread cooperation to function.
1) proceeds 2) requires 3) fascinates 4) conveys
Our blue planet is a ---------- . Life depends on water, yet in its natural form, the water in
the oceans will not sustain us because we cannot drink salt water.
1) refuge 2) remedy 3) paradox 4) vacillation
I thought I was buying a/an ---------- native Indian carving, but discovered later that it
was machine-made.
1) genuine 2) definitive 3) secretive 4) artificial
The entrepreneur had a well-deserved reputation for ---------- , having accurately
anticipated many changes unforeseen by established business leaders.
1) modesty 2) hindsight 3) prescience 4) extroversion
Studies of longevity among turtles are sometimes ---------- by the fact that the subjects
live so long that researchers retire before the studies can be completed.
1) stabilized 2) hampered 3) diversified 4) verified
Kevlar is a ---------- new material which is used for everything from airplane wings, to
bullet-proof vests, to hockey sticks.
1) prescriptive 2) versatile 3) dormant 4) derivative

10- If exploitation of the planet’s resources continues as at present, then the lifestyle we
currently enjoy ---------- the risk of causing significant damage to the world.
1) proposes 2) puts 3) shapes 4) runs
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PART B: Cloze Test
Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best fits

each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Scientists and philosophers have been grappling with the relationship between
language and thought for centuries. There have always been (11) ---------- that our
picture of the Universe depends on our native tongue. Since the 1960s, however,
(12) ---------- the ascent of thinkers like Noam Chomsky, and a host of cognitive
scientists, (13) ------—---- that linguistic differences don’t really matter, (14) ----------
language is a universal human trait, and that our ability to talk to one another owes
more to our shared genetics (15) ---------- . But now the pendulum is beginning to
swing the other way as psychologists re-examine the question.

11- 1) that they argue 2) those who argue
3) an argument by those 4) arguing those who
12- 1) with 2) for 3) by 4)in
13- 1) whose consensus 2) who has the consensus
3) the consensus has been 4) 1s the consensus
14- 1)a 2) the 3) what 4) that
15- 1) and our cultures vary 2) than to our varying cultures
3) than our cultures that vary 4) as to our varying cultures

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best

choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

Desertification is now generally regarded as an environmental problem of global
significance. The Desertification Convention constitutes the latest confirmation by the
international community of the significance of land degradation. It also constitutes the
only binding treaty specifically devoted to land degradation. The Convention fulfils an
important mission in raising awareness in affected and non-affected countries
concerning the problems associated with desertification. It is also noteworthy for the
attempts that have been made to involve non-governmental actors from the
negotiations to the implementation.

From a legal point of view, the Convention is a rather weak instrument whose
proper implementation relies mainly on member states' goodwill. Further, it is marred
by the absence of a fully-fledged financial mechanism and donors' unwillingness to
commit substantial funds this problem. As noted, the Convention does not address
some of the most important socio-economic factors involved in land degradation such
as land tenure. The fact that it does not tinker with some of the most sensitive
economic 1ssues may allow it to develop in a more cooperative atmosphere than in the
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17-

18-
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20-

case of other recent conventions. A case in point is the fact that the United States has
ratified this treaty while it still has not ratified the Biodiversity Convention.

On the whole, the Convention, even with its regional annexes, only constitutes a
broad framework for addressing the issue of desertification. However, the fact that a
convention mostly wanted by developing countries could be at all adopted provides a
strong signal that even problems that affect mostly developing countries are not
beyond the scope of international policy-making. Further, it constitutes a significant
attempt at addressing a problem that is as much environmental as it is developmental.

It's stated in the passage that ---------- .
1) desertification constitutes one of international environmental problems the world is
facing

2) desertification is a natural phenomenon combated by some conventions

3) non-governmental actors have a more central role in controlling desertification
4) the negative impacts of desertification are confined to developing countries
The desertification convention ---------- 2

1) provides financial funds for its members to fulfill its missions

2) 1s the central instrument for addressing the most major environmental problem
3) tries to increase the world-wide knowledge about the problems of land degradation
4) depends mainly on its regional annexes to determine the spread of this problem
According to the passage, desertification is ---------- 4

1) the most important socio-economic problem

2) a problem out of range of international policy-making

3) a developmental problem rather that an environmental one

4) a problem requiring adequate financial resources to be overcome

It's referred in the passage that ---------- ’

1) land tenure should be considered as a financial mechanism in the Convention
2) there is a close link between land tenure and land degradation

3) nowadays there 1s a strong unwillingness to land tenure factor

4) lack of tenure has some socio-economic benefits

The author's tone in this passage is best described as ---------- .
1) passionate 2) informative 3) opinionated 4) threatening
PASSAGE 2:

Ecotourism is a form of tourism involving responsible travel (using sustainable
transport) to natural areas, conserving the environment, and improving the well-being
of the local people. Its purpose may be to educate the traveler, to provide funds for
ecological conservation, to directly benefit the economic development and political
empowerment of local communities, or to foster respect tor different cultures and for
human rights. Since the 1980s, ecotourism has been considered a critical endeavor by
environmentalists, so that future generations may experience destinations relatively
untouched by human intervention. Ecotourism may focus on educating travelers on
local environments and natural surroundings with an eye to ecological conservation.
Some include in the definition of ecotourism the effort to produce economic
opportunities that make conservation of natural resources financially possible.
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Generally, ecotourism deals with interaction with biotic components of the natural
environments. Ecotourism focuses on socially responsible travel, personal growth, and
environmental sustainability. Ecotourism typically involves travel to destinations
where flora, fauna, and cultural heritage are the primary attractions. Ecotourism is
intended to offer tourists an insight into the impact of human beings on the
environment and to foster a greater appreciation of our natural habitats.

Responsible ecotourism programs include those that minimize the negative aspects
of conventional tourism on the environment and enhance the cultural integrity of local
people. Therefore, in addition to evaluating environmental and cultural factors, an
integral part of ecotourism is the promotion of recycling, energy efficiency, water
conservation, and creation of economic opportunities for local communities. For these
reasons, ecotourism often appeals to advocates of environmental and social
responsibility.

Many consider the term "ecotourism”, like "sustainable tourism" (which is a related
concept but broader), an oxymoron. Like many forms of tourism, ecotourism often
depends on air transportation, which contributes to climate change. Additionally, "the
overall effect of sustainable tourism is negative where like ecotourism philanthropic
aspirations mask hard-nosed immediate self-interest”. That said, carbon offset schemes
are being provided by (some) large airlines these days, and passengers can make use of
them to eliminate these impacts.

Carbon offset schemes ---=-=---- .

1) slow down climate change

2) 1s a new term In ecotourism

3) hide hard-nosed immediate self-interest

4) cause passengers to reach their destination in a short time
Advocates of environmental and social responsibility ---------- 4
1) attempt to create the economic opportunities for ecotourism
2) are against the air transportation due to carbon offset

3) show that the overall effect of ecotourism is negative

4) appreciate ecotourism and are interested in it

The word "'foster' in paragraph 2 means ---------- .
1) measure 2) manage 3) advance 4) cover
Tourism, you can find out from the passage, ---------- !

1) helps to explore the remote and untouched locations

2) has been founded with one eye to develop natural resources

3) has adversely affected the natural beauty of certain places

4) is a dynamic, sustainable industry making people know their world

All of the following, according to the passage, are benefits of ecotourism EXCEPT --------- ‘
1) it builds cultural and environmental awarenesses

2) it boosts employment and financial opportunities for local people

3) it encourages conservation by providing financial benefits in favour

4) it 1s an oxymoron term contributing to extreme changes in environment
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PASSAGE 3:

GIS is a generic term implying the use of computers to create and display digital maps.
The attribute data which describe the various features presented in maps may relate to
physical, chemical, biological, environmental, social, economic or other earth surface
properties. GIS allows mapping, modelling, querying, analyzing and displaying large
quantities of such diverse data, all held together within a single database. Its power and
appeal stem from its ability to integrate quantities of information about the
environment and the wide repertoire of tools it provides to explore the diverse data.
The history of development of GIS parallels the history of developments in digital
computers and database management systems on one hand and those in cartography
and automation of map production on the other. The development of GIS has also
relied upon innovations made in several other disciplines - geography,
photogrammetry, remote sensing, civil engineering, statistics, etc.

A GIS produces maps and reads maps. Its major advantage is that it permits
identifying spatial relationships between specific different map features. It can create
maps in different scales, projections and colours. But it is not just a map making tool.
It 1s primarily an analytical tool that provides new ways of looking at, linking and
analyzing data by projecting tabular data into maps and integrating data from different,
diverse sources. This it does by allowing creation of a set of maps, each with a
different theme (soils, rainfall, temperature, relief, water sources, etc.)

From its early beginnings, GIS has been an integrating technology both from the
point of view of its development as well as its use. This is because, once geographic
information of any kind is translated into the digital form in a GIS, it becomes easy to
copy, edit, analyze, manipulate and transmit it. This has led to fundamental changes in
the way resource management decisions are made in a variety of situations - forest
management, marketing management, utility management, transportation, as well as in
agricultural, environmental and regional planning and management.

The author of this passage mainly wants to ---------- 3

1) provide a general definition for GIS

2) persuade geography experts to use GIS

3) illustrate the current strength and attraction of GIS

4) put emphasis on innovations made in various disciplines

GIS, based on the given information in the passage, does all of the following BUT ---------- A
1) analyzing spatial information outputs

2) storing spatial and non-spatial data

3) allowing the users to create interactive queries

4) integrating technology merely based on its developments

The word ""those’ in paragraph 1 refers to ---------- ’

1) the history of developments 2) the development of GIS
3) digital computers 4) innovations

GIS, according to the passage, ---------- ;

1) aims to improve the power and appeal of integrating data
2) offers opinions on the use and protection of digital maps
3) is an interdisciplinary field forming physical, biological, and information sciences
4) makes a linkage between unrelated activities based on a common geographic location
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Which sentence, according to the passage, is NOT true?

1) Collecting information about different issues is a need for GIS workers.

2) GIS makes a variety of disciplines like geography altering their bases.

3) Resource management decisions are sometimes varied according to GIS data.
4) GIS concentrates partly on map making tools and its development.
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