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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence.
Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

Growing older and more decrepit appeared to be an ---------- and necessary part of being
human.
1) inevitable 2) intangible 3) unforeseeable 4) unsentimental
I don’t really think I’d have the ---------- to finish a marathon!
1) concern 2) candor 3) endurance 4) autonomy
Her marriage started to improve once her husband finally ---------- he had an anger
problem and began to take counseling,
1) identified 2) emerged 3) hesitated 4) acknowledged
Society is an interdependent system that ---------- widespread cooperation to function.
1) proceeds 2) requires 3) fascinates 4) conveys
Our blue planet is a ---------- . Life depends on water, yet in its natural form, the water in
the oceans will not sustain us because we cannot drink salt water.
1) refuge 2) remedy 3) paradox 4) vacillation
I thought I was buying a/an ---------- native Indian carving, but discovered later that it
was machine-made.
1) genuine 2) definitive 3) secretive 4) artificial
The entrepreneur had a well-deserved reputation for ---------- , having accurately
anticipated many changes unforeseen by established business leaders.
1) modesty 2) hindsight 3) prescience 4) extroversion
Studies of longevity among turtles are sometimes ---------- by the fact that the subjects
live so long that researchers retire before the studies can be completed.
1) stabilized 2) hampered 3) diversified 4) veritied
Kevlar is a ---------- new material which is used for everything from airplane wings, to
bullet-proof vests, to hockey sticks.
1) prescriptive 2) versatile 3) dormant 4) derivative

10- If exploitation of the planet’s resources continues as at present, then the lifestyle we
currently enjoy ---------- the risk of causing significant damage to the world.
1) proposes 2) puts 3) shapes 4) runs
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PART B: Cloze Test
Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best fits

each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Scientists and philosophers have been grappling with the relationship between
language and thought for centuries. There have always been (11) ---------- that our
picture of the Universe depends on our native tongue. Since the 1960s, however,
(12) --mmmmmee- the ascent of thinkers like Noam Chomsky, and a host of cognitive
scientists, (13) ---------- that linguistic differences don’t really matter, (14) ----------
language is a universal human trait, and that our ability to talk to one another owes
more to our shared genetics (15) -----—--—-—-- . But now the pendulum is beginning to
swing the other way as psychologists re-examine the question.

11- 1) that they argue 2) those who argue
3) an argument by those 4) arguing those who
12- 1) with 2) for 3) by 4)in
13- 1) whose consensus 2) who has the consensus
3) the consensus has been 4) is the consensus
14- 1)a 2) the 3) what 4) that
15- 1) and our cultures vary 2) than to our varying cultures
3) than our cultures that vary 4) as to our varying cultures

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best

choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

The fundamental element of the Mediterranean region is its highly seasonal climate.
The essential and defining characteristic of this seasonality is that the warmest season
is associated with an effective drought which limits plant growth. Although the length
and intensity of summer drought vary spatially, and its onset is fairly recent, the
occurrence of this climatic regime has had fundamental implications for the ecology
and evolution of plants in the region. Since the initial onset of the Mediterranean
climate, many parts of the region have acted as a refuge during periods of Quaternary
glaciation.

Climatic oscillations caused plant species ranges to contract and then to expand
again as the climate warmed. These oscillations opened the way for hybridization and
evolution in new environments and have been fundamental for patterns of
differentiation and diversification in many groups of plants.

The Mediterranean is also the home of many human civilizations. Human activities
have been modifying natural habitats and the spatial distribution of species for
thousands of years and have thus played a key role in shaping recent and contemporary
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evolutionary pressures in natural populations. The impact of human activities stems
from their effects on both the ecological conditions within habitats, which shape
natural selection pressures and adaptive variation, and the spatial configuration of
habitats in the landscape, which determines gene flow and seed dispersal. By
modifying the action of selection and gene flow, human activities have become a key
element of the process of population differentiation.

According to the passage, which of the following better defines the Mediterranean
climate?

1) Interfered occurrence of heat or drought

2) Sporadic occurrence of heat and drought

3) Irrelevant occurrence of heat and drought

4) Simultaneous occurrence of heat and drought

The word “onset” in the first paragraph could best be replaced by which of the following?

1) effect 2) beginning 3) conclusion 4) termination
According to the passage, which of the following is the most recent driving force for the
differentiation of plant species in the Mediterranean region?

1) Quaternary glaciation 2) Climate oscillations

3) Human activities 4) Earth rotation

Which of the following caused the contraction and expansion of species ranges in
Mediterranean region?

1) Global cooling events 2) Climate fixation events

3) Global warming events 4) Climate alteration events

Which of the followings better describes the consequences of human activities in
Mediterranean region, according to the passage?

1) Changes in ecological conditions and spatial configuration of habitats

2) Increase in the temperature and decrease in the humidity of the region

3) Reduction in the gene flows and seed dispersal of the plant species

4) Multiple alterations of climate condition in the region

PASSAGE 2:

No easily definable classification system acceptable to all exists for algae because
taxonomy is under constant and rapid revision at all levels following every day new
genetic and ultrastructural evidence. Keeping in mind that the polyphyletic nature of
the algal group is somewhat inconsistent with traditional taxonomic groupings, though
they are still useful to define the general character and level of organization, and the
fact that taxonomic opinion may change as information accumulates.

Algae can be aquatic or subaerial, when they are exposed to the atmosphere rather
than being submerged in water. Aquatic algae are found almost anywhere from
freshwater spring to salt lakes, with tolerance for a broad range of pH, temperature,
turbidity, and O2 and CO2 concentration. They can be planktonic, like most
unicellular species, living suspended throughout the lighted regions of all water bodies
including under ice in polar areas. They can be also benthic, attached to the bottom or
living within sediments, limited to shallow areas because of the rapid attenuation of
light with depth. Benthic algae can grow attached on stones (epilithic), on mud or sand
(epipelic), on other algae or plants (epiphytic), or on animals (epizoic). In the case of

forum.konkur.in



www.konkur.in

b i 441E (VY 55) (A golidiiions §

21-

22-

24-

25-

marine algae, various terms can be used to describe their growth habits, such as
supralittoral, when they grow above the high-tide level, within the reach of waves and
spray; intertidal, when they grow on shores exposed to tidal cycles: or sublittoral,
when they grow in the benthic environment from the extreme low-water level to
around 200 m deep, in the case of very clear water.

According to the passage, which of the following is correct about the classification of

algae?

1) There is not any admissible classification of all algae due to the illegitimate
taxonomic revisions.

2) There i1s not any admissible classification of all algae due to the continuous
taxonomic revisions.

3) There is an agreeable classification of all algae for their constant genetic and
ultrastructural pieces of evidence.

4) There is an agreeable classification of all algae for their inconsistent polyphyletic
nature and refutable groupings.

The word “accumulates” in the first paragraph could best be replaced by which of the

following?

1) collects 2) deduces 3) disperses 4) rehearses
According the passage, aquatic algae could be either ---------- OF ====mmmm- ,

1) epizoic, epiphytic 2) epilithic, epipelic

3) epipelic, epiphytic 4) planktonic, benthic

According to the passage, which of the following is NOT mentioned as a proper habitat of

algae?

1) Benthic environment 2) Intertidal environment

3) Sublithic environment 4) Supralittoral environment

Which of the following could be deduced about the algae growing in the benthic

environment, according to the passage?

1) The minimum depth in which algae could grow is inversely related to the water
transparency.

2) The minimum depth in which algae could grow is directly related to the water
fransparency.

3) The maximum depth in which algae could grow is directly related to the water
transparency.

4) The maximum depth in which algae could grow is inversely related to the water
transparency.

PASSAGE 3:

Scientists estimate that 50-80% of the oxygen production on Earth comes from the
ocean. The majority of this production is from oceanic plankton — drifting plants,
algae, and some bacteria that can photosynthesize. One particular species,
Prochlorococcus, is the smallest photosynthetic organism on Earth. But this little
bacterium produces up to 20% of the oxygen in our entire biosphere. That’s a higher
percentage than all of the tropical rainforests on land combined.

Calculating the exact percentage of oxygen produced in the ocean is difficult
because the amounts are constantly changing. Scientists can use satellite imagery to
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track photosynthesizing plankton and estimate the amount of photosynthesis occurring
in the ocean, but satellite imagery cannot tell the whole story. The amount of plankton
changes seasonally and in response to changes in the water’s nutrient load,
temperature, and other factors. Studies have shown that the amount of oxygen in
specific locations varies with time of day and with the tides.

It’s important to remember that although the ocean produces at least 50% of the
oxygen on Earth, roughly the same amount is consumed by marine life. Like animals
on land, marine animals use oxygen to breathe, and both plants and animals use
oxygen for cellular respiration. Oxygen is also consumed when dead plants and
animals decay in the ocean. This is particularly problematic when algal blooms die and
the decomposition process uses oxygen faster than it can be replenished. This can
create areas of extremely low oxygen concentrations, or hypoxia. These areas are often
called dead zones, because the oxygen levels are too low to support most marine life.

According to the passage, scientists estimate that ---------- of the atmospheric oxygen is
produced by oceanic organisms.

1) More than 20 percent and less than 50 percent

2) More than 50 percent and less than 80 percent

3) Less than 50 percent and more than 80 percent

4) Less than 20 percent and more than 50 percent

Oxygen is consumed in the ocean primarily for ---------- 1
1) transpiration and relegation 2) respiration and relegation
3) respiration and degradation 4) transpiration and degradation

The word “problematic” in the third paragraph could best he replaced by which of the
following?

1) awkward 2) baffling 3) elusive 4) troublesome
Which of the following is correct about Prochlorococcus?

1) A photosynthetic prokaryote 2) A photosynthetic eukaryote

3) An anaerobic prokaryote 4) An anaerobic eukaryote

According to the passage, which of the following is an available means for scientists to
estimate the photosynthesis rate in marine ecosystems?

1) Sediment analyses 2) Satellite imagery

3) Spectrophotometry 4) Radiography
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