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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence.
Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

I would like to compliment Jaden for the course of action he recommended because |

think it will --——eeeeev our problem once and for all.

1) sequence 2) speculate 3) signifv 4) settle

An --- is often expressed as a simile, as in *“The football game was like a battle
between gladiators.”

1) endeavor 2) invasion 3) analogy 4) arena

Do you know of an alternate route we could take to --—--—-—-- having to drive through
the city?

1) circumvent 2) delight in 3) partake of 4) suggest

My political science professor presents her lectures in a relaxed manner using —----—-—v-
rather than elaborate language.

1) loquacious 2) colloquial 3) literary 4) inflated

My uncle, a farmer, is an --—--—eueu- pessimist when he discusses the weather. For

example, if the sun is shining, he’s sure a drought is beginning; if it’s raining, he’s sure
his crops will be washed away.

1) initial 2) instant 3) immutable 4) interactive

The pharmaceutical company had to - --- its advertising claim regarding the
healing power of its new arthritis medicine because research studies clearly indicate the
medicine isn’t effective.

1) repudiate 2) enhance 3) distribute 4) replicate

IS an --eemeeeeeee to their friends as to why the couple broke up because they seem
perfect for cach other.

1) interference 2) inference 3) alteration 4) enigma

Mr. Baker has decided to move to a big city because of a -——-—-—- of employment
opportunities in his small hometown.

1) demonstration 2) foundation 3) trace 4) dearth
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9-  There are many good reasons for not smoking, but those having to do with health are

the most ——-eeeeeeeee,
1) passionate 2) cogent 3) paradoxical 4) accidental
10- -—-—-e- therapy is a psychological approach designed to help individuals change
harmful thought patterns to more constructive ones.
1) Inherent 2) Thoughtful 3) Cognitive 4) Epidemiological

PART B: Cloze Test

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best fits
each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

The ecarliest human artifacts showing evidence of workmanship with an artistic
purpose (11) ====semeee-- the subject of some debate. It is clear that such workmanship
existed some 40.000 years ago in the Upper Paleolithic era. (12) -—----vn---- it is quite
possible that it began earlier. In September 2018, scientists (13) =-=-meeemm- the
discovery of (14) -----eeeeeen by Homo sapiens, which is estimated to be 73.000 years
old. much earlier than the 43,000-year-old artifacts (15) -—==-=------ to be the earliest
known modern human drawings found previously.

11- 1)are 2)is 3) has been 4) was
12- 1)as 2) when 3) since 4) although
13- 1) who reported 2) reported 3) having reported  4) to report
14- 1) known drawing the earliest 2) the earliest drawing was known
3) the earliest known drawing 4) known as the earliest drawing
15- 1) that understand 2) understood
3) were understood 4) they are understood

Part C- Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and choose the best choice (1), (2), (3) or (4)-
Then mark it on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE I:

Desert varnish orrock varnish is an orange-yellow to black coating found on
exposed rock surfaces inarid environments. Desert varnish is approximately
one micrometer thick and exhibits nanometer-scale layering. Rock rust and desert
patina are other terms which are also used for the condition, but less often. Desert
varnish forms only on physically stable rock surfaces that are no longer subject to
frequent precipitation, fracturing or wind abrasion. The varnish is primarily composed
of particles of clay along with iron and manganese oxides. There is also a host of trace
elements and almost always some organic matter. The color of the varnish varies from
shades of brown to black. It has been suggested that desert varnish should be
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investigated as a potential candidate for a "shadow biosphere”. Originally scientists
thought that the varnish was made from substances drawn out of the rocks it coats-
Microscopic and microchemical observations, however, show that a major part of
varnish is clay, which could only arrive by wind. Clay, then, acts as a substrate to
catch additional substances that chemically react together when the rock reaches high
temperatures in the desert sun- Wetting by dew is also important in the process- An
important characteristic of black desert varnish is that it has an unusually high
concentration of manganese. Manganese is relatively rare in the Earth's crust. making
up only 0.12% of its weight. In black desert varnish, however. manganese is 50 to 60
times more abundant. One proposal for a mechanism of desert varnish formation is that
it is caused by manganese-oxidizing microbes (mixotrophs) which are common in
environments poor inorganic nutrients. A micro-environment pH above 7.5 is
inhospitable for manganese-concentrating microbes. In such conditions. orange varnishes
develop. poor in manganese (Mn) but rich in iron (Fe).

According to the passage, black desert varnish is made up of ~———eceeeeeeee,
1) 9% rock rust and around 16% desert patina

2) manganese in 6% to about 7% of its weight

3) manganese-rich layers of clay-mixed iron

4) substrates of manganese-oxidized particles

It can be understood from the passage that ------—eeeeeeee,

1) there is less organic matter than iron in rock varnish

2) nanometre-scale layerings are one micrometre thick

3) desert varnish contains traces of shadow biosphere

4) high temperatures in the desert sun cause ‘dew-wetting’
The passage points to the fact that orange varnishes develop in
1) only in mixotroph desert rock formations

2) frequent precipitation and wind abrasion

3) a micro-environment pH of above 7.5

4) exposed rock surfaces semi-wet arcas

It is stated in the passage that desert patina clay is ~==e=se=s .

1) often microscopic 2) a dark brown colour

3) about 50% iron 4) brought by wind

The word ‘patina’ in the passage (underlined) is closest to the word ---—--eeeeeeeee ‘
1) ‘growth’ 2) ‘crown’ 3) ‘layer’ 4) ‘rock’
PASSAGE 2:

Eulimnadia Texana (ET), or the desert shrimp, is an interesting creature in the family
Limnadiidae. It is endemic to North America- It is an arid land specialist. living for
many years as a cyst and bursting into life at the arrival of rains, maturing rapidly in
temporary pools and producing eggs that can remain dormant until the next rains
occur, perhaps in many vears time. Desert shrimps are sexually dimorphic. The males
have their front two pairs of thoracic appendages modified into claws while the
hermaphrodites have unmodified legs. Individual shrimps are either male or
hermaphrodite. The hermaphrodites can fertilize their own eggs or can mate with
males but are unable to mate with other hermaphrodites. This arrangement is called

forum.konkur.in



www.konkur.in

b and 721A (YY) oS = bl J 8 g Co poe

21-

22-

23-

androdioecy and is very rare among animals. The reproductive cycle varies between
paired shrimps and isolated hermaphrodites and it is possible that using both strategies
enhances the likelihood that fertile eggs will be available when the ephemeral water
body in which they live dries up. Although to biologists androdioecy seems a strategy
unlikely to be successful. research using biogeographical, phylogenetic and

leontological evidence has shown that the practice has persisted in the genus
Eulimnadia for 24 to 180 million years. The shrimps are omnivores and filter feeders,
able to feed on the algae and microorganisms that also make use of the revived pool.
In the Mojave Desert, standing water occurs for only a short time after it rains- Storms
are a rare event, and when a downpour occurs in the summer (making the water warm
enough), eggs of the desert shrimp spring into life. They have been lying in the dust
and baked clay of a dried up pool in a dormant state for years. looking like grains of
sand- The nauplius larvae which hatch out grow with great rapidity.

The passage points to the fact that —-—-—cmeeeeeee,

1) half of nauplius larvae die before they are hatched
2) most insect hermaphrodites have unmodified legs
3) some arid land cysts burst into life with the rains
4) ETs are naturally able to eat both plants and meat
The passage mentions that -——-e-eeeeeeee,

1) isolated hermaphrodites rarely produce fertile eggs
2) male ET’s claws are modified thoracic appendages
3) filter feeders mainly feed on small microorganisms
4) family Limnadiidae is endemic to North America
It is stated in the passage that ———---eceeeeee-,

1) desert shrimp eggs look like sand grains

2) the genus Eulimnadia is not dimorphic

3) ET eggs seldom grow out of dormancy

4) androdioecy is quite common in animals

The passage deals best with ------—-—-—- of Eulimnadia Texana.

1) the larvae’s growth cycle 2) reproductive abilities

3) biology and life cycle 4) phylogenetic features

The word *paleontological’ in the passage (underlined) refers to the study of ~—eeeeeecneen,
1) ‘oceans’ 2) “fossils’ 3) ‘insects’ 4) “deserts’
PASSAGE 3:

A dry lake is either a basin or depression that formerly contained a standing surface
water body, which disappeared when evaporation processes exceeded recharge. If the
floor of a dry lake is covered by deposits of alkaline compounds, it is known as
an alkali flat. If covered with salt, it is known as a salt flat. While a dry lake is itself
typically devoid of vegetation, they are commonly ringed by shadscale, saltbrush and
other salt-tolerant plants that provide critical winter fodder for livestock and
other herbivores- In southwest Idaho and parts of Nevada and Utah there are a number
of rare species that occur nowhere else but in the inhospitable environment of
scasonally flooded plavas. A new species of giant fairy shrimp was found in 2006.
Although a large predatory species, it evaded detection because of the murkiness of the
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playa's water caused by winds and a fine clay load. Lepidium davisii is another rare
species. a perennial plant whose habitat is restricted to dry lakes in southern Idaho and
northern Nevada- Far from major rivers or lakes, dry lakes are often the only water
available to wildlife in the desert. Antelope and other wildlife gather there afier
rainstorms to drink. Threats to dry lakes include pollution from concentrated animal
feeding operations such as cattle feedlots and dairies- Results are erosion: fertilizer,
pesticide and sediment runoff from farms; and overgrazing. A non-native shrub that
has been used for rangeland restoration in the west, kochia prostrata. also poses a
significant threat to dry lakes and their associated rare species, as it capable of
crowding out native vegetation and draining a dry lakes standing water because of its
root growth.

The passage points to the fact that —-——-—eeeeee,

1) rare desert species occur only in the state of Utah

2) sediment runoff near a dry lake causes erosion

3) kochia prostrata is not ‘natural” plant to dry lakes

4) antelopes drink from dry lakes before rainstorms

It is stated in the passage that

1) herbivores can live without fodder in wmlcr time

2) southern Idaho is home to several perennial plants

3) alkaline compounds often develop into an alkali flat

4) shadscale and saltbrush grow around dry lakes

It may be concluded from the passage that —-—--—eveeeev "

1) Lepidium davisii is a salt-tolerant plant

2) dry lakes can form around large cities

3) feedlots are constructed beside dry lakes

4) normal lakes have low evaporation rates

The *giant fairy shrimp’ referred to in the passage (underlined) is not quite visible as it
I8 =memmmnenee -

1) taken away by strong winds 2) taken for a still piece of rock
3) in the gaps around rocks 4) inside the clay around it
The word *playa’ in the passage (underlined) refers to a —=eeeeecameaes,
1) ‘temporary lake’ 2) *drv river-bed’

3) “desert valley’ 4) *shifting stream’
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