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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or the phrase (1), (2), (3}, or (4} that best completes the blank. Then
mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

1- I emitted all the extraneous details while explaining the ---------- of the matter to him.
1) breach 2) distinction 3) qualm 4) gist

2-  While his brother writes in an unclear and clumsy way, Sam himself is known for his
---------- style of writing,.

1) lucid 2) verbose 3) dull 4) feasible

3-  Poultry farms place the eggs into incubators to ---------- the growth of the embryo into
chicken.
1) conquer 2) hasten 3) outline 4y elude

4-  With as many as three witnesses giving cvidenee against her, the ——-—-——- of her claim
that she was innocent was in serious doubt,
1) demonstration 2) paradigm 3) veracity 4) cmpiricism

3- 1 did not like her way of teaching beeause her leeture had too many digressions; she kept
on wandcring (o various subjects, most of them not --——--—--- to the central idea of her
topic.
1) vulncrable 2) peripheral 3) pertinent 4) loyal

6-  With thc advent of cleetric bulbs and emcergency lights, the use of gas lamps became

1) imprecisce 2) repetitive 3) idcalistic 4) obsolcle

7-  The employec did not helieve the implausible story that Janet ----——---- to justity her
abhsence from work.
1) concocted 2) scrutinized 3) manipulated 4) reassured

8-  The doctor has advised him to -——--—--- adhere to the presceribed regimen; otherwise,
there is a danger of relapse of the illness,
1) sequentially 2) strictly 3) incptly 4y sclectively

9.  The —e-ceame in her speech can put off almost anvone; she urgently needs to tone down
the harsh words she uses.
1) expliciiness 2) cnigma 3) shortsightedness — 4) acerbity

13- He is so wasteful; he has ----—---- all the money that he had borrowed from me, and is
now hack again asking for more.
1) allocated 2) neglected 3) depleted 4) accumulated
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PART B: Cloze Passage

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4} best fits each
space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Good learners work hard. A few things may come casily to lcarners, bul most
knowledge requires clfort (11) -—-—--—-- to put in the time, They talk with others, read
more, study more and carry around when they don't understand, (12) -—--—-—-- about il
belfore they go to sleep, at the gvm, on the bus, Good learners are persistent, When
they fail. they carry on, (13) ---------- that they will figure it out eventually. (14) ------- ;
they learn from their mistakes. Good learners recognize (15) ---------- always fun. But
that does not change how much they love it.

11- 1) which is good learners willing 2) and good learners are willing

3) that good learners willing are 4y willing are good learners
12- 1) thinking 2) to think 3) they think 43 by thinking
13- 1) are confident 2) who are confident 3) thev are confident 4) confident
14- 1) Although 2) In the meantime  3) A casc in point 4) Whereas
15- 1) lcarning not be 2) that lcarning is not

3) to lcarm not to be 4) learning it is not

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the guestions by choosing the hest
choice (1), (2), (3}, or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet,

PASSAGE 1:

Stratification is a process ol ireating sceds Lo simulate natural conditions that the sceds
must experience hefore germination can occur. Many seed species have an embryonic
dormancy phase. and generally will not sprout until this dormancy is broken. In the
wild, seed dormancy 1s usvally overcome by the seed spending time in the ground
through a winter period and having its hard seed coat softened up by frost and
weathering action. By doing so the seed is undergoing a natural form of "cold
stratification” or pretreatment. This cold moist period triggers the seed's embryo; its
growth and subsequent expansion eventually break through the softened seed coat in
its search for sun and nutrients. In its most basic form, when the stratification process
is controlled, the pretreatment amounts to nothing more than subjecting the seeds to
storage in a cool and moist cnvironment [or a period lound 1o be sullicient for the
speeics in question. This period of time may vary Irom onc (o three months. To
accomplish this sceds are placed in a gealed plastic bag with moistened vermiculite {or
sand or cven a moistened paper towel). which is relrigerated. Three times as much
vermiculite as sceds is used. It is important 1o only slightly dampen the vermiculite, as
excessive moisture can cause the seeds to mold in the bag. Soaking the seeds in cold
water for 6 12 hours immediately before placing them in cold stratification can cut
down on the amount of time needed for stratification. as the seed needs to absorb some
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17-

18-

19-

20-

moisture o ¢nable the chemical changes that take place. Many sources recommend
using peat, a combination ol peal and sand, or vermiculite as the medium for cold
stratifying seeds.

The passage mentions that in cold stratification it is best if -----—------—-— .

|} seeds are pre-soaked in cold water for 6 12 hours

2) embrvonic dormancy phase is cut to about a week

3) cold moist can trigger the seed's embryo’s growth

4) seed coat 15 softened up by an almost severe frost

The “sealed plastic bag’ mentioned in the passage (underlined) is / contains ----—-------—- "
1) made up of highlv dampened vermiculite

2) dry sand wrapped 1n moistened paper

3) ong parl sced and three parls vermiculite

4} a relrigerated and moistencd towel

The passage points to the fact that ————cemcemeee,

1) molding destroy most sceds by chemical changes

2) stratification is ofien [ollowed by weathering action

3) ‘pretreatment” period takes from one to three months

4) the dormancy phase is broken by a period of sprouting

The word ‘medium’ in the passage (underlined) can refer to any of the following except

1) ‘seed’ 2) *vermiculite’ 3) ‘peat and sand®  4) ‘peat’
The word ‘overcome’ in the passage (underlined) is closest to -——--—--—--—--—-,

1) “store’ 2) "enable’ 3) “spend’ 4) ‘defeat’
PASSAGE 2:

Aeroponics is a system wherein roots are continuously or discontinuously kept in an
cnvironment saturaled with (ine drops (a4 mist or acrosol) ol nutrient solution. The
mcthod requires no substrale and cntails growing plants with their roots suspended in a
deep air or growth chamber with the roots periodically wetted with a [ine mist of
atomized nutrients, Tixeellent acration is the main advantage ol acroponics. Acroponic
icchnigues have proven 1o be commercially successiul for propagation, sced
germination. seed potato production, tomato production. leaf crops. and micro-greens.
It has been implemented as an alternative to water intensive hydroponic systems
worldwide. 'I'he limitation of hydroponics is the fact that 1 kilogram of water can only
hold & milligrams (0.12 gr) of air. no matter whether aerators are utilized or not.
Another distinct advantage of aeroponics over hydroponics is that any species of plants
can be grown in a true aeroponic syvstem because the microenvironment of an
aeroponic can be finely controlled. The limitation of hydroponics is that certain
species of plants can only survive for so long in water before thev become
waterlogged. The advantage of aeroponics is that suspended aeroponic plants receive
100% ol the available oxygen and carbon dioxide to the roots zone, stems, and lcaves,
thus acceleraling biomass growth and reducing rooting times, NASA rescarch has
shown that acroponically grown plants have an 80% incrcase in dry weightl biomass
{cssential minerals) compared (o hydroponically grown plants, Acroponics uscd 65%
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22-

24-

25-

less water than hydropenics. NASA also concluded that acroponically grown plants
require Va the nutrient input compared to hydroponics,

All of the following about aeroponics are correct according to the passage except that

I') the microenvironment of an aeroponic can be finely controlled

2) suspended aeroponic plants can receive half of the available oxygen

3) aeroponic techniques are commercially successtul for propagation

4) any species of plants can be grown in a true aeroponic system

The passage mentions that aeroponies is particularly profitable -—-----—-—-——-,

1) for its possible discontinuity 2) as it lacks any deep substrate

3) for its atomized nutrients 4y as it causes great aeration

Compared to hvdroponically grown plants, hvdroponically grown plants -----------—--,
1) require almost one-third less waler 2) produce three times the mineral input
3) have double the required mincrals 4y have lour times the required biomass

Which of the following docs the passage not suggest is checaper to produce through
acroponics (than hydroponics)?

1) “lettuce’ 2) ‘grapes’ 3) “tomatacs” 4) “clover’
The word *uotilize” in the passage (underlined) is closest to —=——cmmceaeeeee,

1y *[r 2) "spray’ 3) ‘employ” 4) “sink’
PASSAGE 3:

‘I'ropical 1lorticulture is a branch of horticulture that studies and cultivates plants in the
tropics. 1.e., the equatorial regions of the world. 'I'ropical horticulture includes plants
such as perennial woody plants (arboriculture), ornamentals (floriculture), vegetables
{(olericulture), and truits (pomology) including grapes (viticulture). The origin of many
of these crops is not in the tropics but in temperate zones. Their adoption to tropical
climatic conditions is an objcctive ol breeding. Many important crops, however, arc
indigenous o the tropics. The latter embrace percnnial crops such as oil palm.,
vegelables including okra, lield crops such as rice and sugarcane, and particularly
[ruits including pincapple, banana, papava, and mango. Since the tropics represent 36
pereent of the carth's surlace and 20 percent of its land surface, the potential of tropical
horticulture is huge. In contrast to temperate regions, environmental conditions in the
tropics are defined less by seasonal temperature fluctuations and more by seasonality
of precipitation. Thus the climate in the greater part of the tropics is characterized by
distinct wet and dry seasons, although such variation is reduced in locations closer to
the equator (L3° latitude). Temperature conditions in the tropics are affected by
elevation, in which contrasting warmer and colder climate areas in the tropics can be
differentiated. and highland areas in the tropics can consequently be more favourable
for production of temperate plant species than are lowland areas. Both vascular and
non-vascular plants grow in tropical environments. Plants indigenous to the tropics are
usually cold sensitive and adapted to recciving high levels ol solar radiation. They arc
scnsilive Lo small variations in photoperiod ("short day" plants), and can be adapted to
extended drought, high precipitation and/or distinet wet and dry scasons.
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26- All of the following about indigenous tropics plants are correct exeept that they ——-——————-,
1) can be adapied 10 high precipitation 2) can go without water only temporarily
3) arc solar radiation-friendly 4) arc usually cold sensitive
27- The passage mentions that -----------———,
1) pomology is native to the tropics 2) okra 1s a kind of tropical papaya
3) the tropical dry season is long 4) rice is an original tropics crops
28- Tt is stated in the passage that, as far as the tropics are concerned, --—-----—---—--- b

1) temperate plant species grow best in highland areas
2) it includes 56 percent of the earth's combined surface
3) most of the world’s entire ornamentals are grown there
43 fruits are almost the most profitable production
29- The passage points to the fact that --—--—--—--——---,
1) equatorial locations are more fertile in the tropics
2) scasonalily of precipitation is irrelevant 1o tropics
3) the tropics olien has distinet wel and dry scasons
4) tropical breeding can be called *objective’ breeding
30- The word ‘vascular’ in the passage (underlined) is best related to ----—--—--—--—-,

1) “cup’ 2) *leal” 3) ‘reot”’ 4) “tub¢”
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