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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or the phrase (1), (2), (3}, or (4} that best completes the blank. Then
mark the carrect choice on your answer sheet.

1- I omitted all the extrancous details while explaining the -—-—------ of the matter to him.
1) breach 2) distinction 3) qualm 4) gist

2-  While his brother writes in an unclear and clumsy way, Sam himself is known for his
---------- style of writing.
1) lueid 2) verbose 3) dull 4) feasible

3-  Poultry farms place the eggs into incubators to ---------- the growth of the embryo into
chicken.
I') conquer 2) hasten 3) outline 4) elude

4-  With as many as three witnesses giving evidence against her, the ~----—---- of her claim
that she was innocent was in seriocus doubt.
1) demonstration 2) paradigm 3) veracity 4) empiricism

5-  1did not like her way of teaching because her lecture had too many digressions; she kept
on wandering to various subjects, most of them not ---——------ to the central idea of her
topic.
1) vulnerable 2) peripheral 3) pertinent 4) loyal

6-  With the advent of electric bulbs and emergency lights, the use of gas lamps became
1) imprecise 2) repetitive 3) idealistic 4) obsolete

7-  The emplovee did not believe the implausible story that Janet ---------- to justify her
absence from work.
1) concocted 2) scrutinized 3) manipulated 4) reassured

8-  The doctor has advised him to ------—--- adhere to the prescribed regimen; otherwise,
there is a danger of relapse of the illness.
1) sequentially 2) strietly 3) ineptly 4) selectively

9-  The - in her speech can put off almost anyone; she urgently needs to tone down
the harsh words she uses,
1) explicitness 2) enigma 3) shortsightedness  4) acerbity

10- He is so wasteful; he has ----—---- all the money that he had borrowed from me, and is
now back again asking for more.
1) allocated 2) neglected 3) depleted 4y accumulated
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PART B: Cloze Passage

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4} best fits each
space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Good learners work hard. A few things may come casily to lcarners, bul most
knowledge requires clfort (11) -—-—--—-- to put in the time, They talk with others, read
more, study more and carry around when they don't understand, (12) -—--—-—-- about il
belfore they go to sleep, at the gvm, on the bus, Good learners are persistent, When
they fail. they carry on, (13) ---------- that they will figure it out eventually. (14) ------- ;
they learn from their mistakes. Good learners recognize (15) ---------- always fun. But
that does not change how much they love it.

11- 1) which is good learners willing 2) and good learners are willing

3) that good learners willing are 4y willing are good learners
12- 1) thinking 2) to think 3) they think 43 by thinking
13- 1) are confident 2) who are confident 3) thev are confident 4) confident
14- 1) Although 2) In the meantime  3) A casc in point 4) Whereas
15- 1) lcarning not be 2) that lcarning is not

3) to lcarm not to be 4) learning it is not

Part C. Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and choase the best choice (1), (2), (3) or (4).
Then mark if on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

‘There are three major forms of plastic that contribute to plastic pollution: microplastics
as well as mega- and macro-plastics. Mega- and micro plastics have accumulated in
highest densities in the Northern [lemisphere, concentrated around urban centers and
water fronts. Plastic can be found off the coast of some islands because of currents
carrving the debris. Both mega- and macro-plastics are found in packaging, footwear,
and other domestic items that have been washed off of ships or discarded in landfills.
Fishing-related items are more likely to be found around remote islands. These may
also be relerred (o as micro-, meso-, and macro debris. Plastic debris is catcgorized as
gither primary or secondary. Primary plastics are in their original form when collected.
Microdebris are plastic pieces between 2 mm and 5 mm in size. Plastic debris that
starts ol as meso- or macrodebris can become microdebris through degradation and
collisions that break it down into smaller picces. Microdebris 1s more commonly
relerred Lo as nurdles. Nurdles are reeveled (o make new plastic ilems, but they casily
end up released into the environment during production because of their small sive,
'They often end up in ocean waters through rivers and streams. Microdebris that come
from cleaning and cosmetic products are also referred to as scrubbers. Because
microdebris and scrubbers are so small in size, filter-feeding organisms often consume
them. Nurdles enter the ocean by means of spills during transportation or from land
based sources. [t is estimated that 10% of the plastics in the ocean are nurdles, making
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them one ol the most common Lypes ol plastic pollution, along with plastic bags and
food containers, These micre-plastics can accumulate in the occans and allow for the
accumulation of Persistent Bio-accumulating Toxins (BPI) such as bisphenol A.
polystyrene, DT, and PCB's.

It is stated in the passage that ‘scrubbers’ are --—--—--—--———-,

1) sized 2 to 5 mm 2) dangerous megaplastics

3) made of polystyrene 4) special nurdles

The passage mentions that plastic bags -------—----—--,

1) hurt fish if not discarded properly 2) help BPT develops in oceans

3) are secondary plastic debris 4) rapidly develop into mesodebris
The passage points to the fact that landfills ---——--—--——-,

1) may conlain mega- and macro-plastics

2} are, in facl, occans” ‘reeyeling lactorics”

3) release nurdles into the environment

4) arc mainly found the Northern Tlemisphere

We understand from the passage that mesodebris ———c—coaaeeee,

1) cannot be considered as bisphenol A or PCI3

2) are often developed out of footwear packaging

3) cannot be consumed by filter-feeding organisms

4 are a combination of micro- and macrodebris

The word ‘off” in the passage (underlined) can best mean -----—------—-—- :
1) *above’ 2) “far from’ 3) ‘near to’ 4) ‘under’

PASSAGE 2:

An ecoregion i1s a recurring pattern of ecosystems associated with characteristic
combinations ol soil and landlorm that characterise that region. It is an arca wilhin
which there is spatial coincidence in characteristics ol geographical phenomena
assoclaled with dillerences in the quality, health, and intcgrity ol ccosysicms.
Characteristics ol gecographical phenomena may include geology, physiography,
vegetation, climate, hydrology, terrestrial and aquatic [auna, and soils, and may or may
not include the impacts of human activity (e.g. land use patterns, vegetation changes).
‘There is significant, but not abselute, spatial correlation among these characteristics.
making the delineation of ecoregions an imperfect science. Another complication is
that environmental conditions across an ecoregion boundary may change very
gradually. e.g. the prairie-forest transition in the Midwestern United States, making it
difficult to identify an exact dividing boundary. Such transition zones are called
ecotones. Ecoregions can be categorized using an algorithmic approach or a holistic,
weight-of-evidence approach where the importance of various factors may vary. The
intended purpose of ecoregion delineation may atfect the method used. For example,
WWEF ceorcgions were developed Lo aid in biodiversity conscrvation planning, and
place greater cmphasis on [loral and launal dillerences between regions. The WWE
classilication delines an ccoregion as: a large arca ol land or waler that conlains a
geographically distinet assemblage of natural communitics that share a large majority
ol their species and ceolegical dynamics, share similar environmental conditions: and
interact ecologically in ways that are critical for their long-term persistence. According
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to WWTF, the boundaries of an ccorcgion approximate the original extent of the natural
communitics prior to any major recent disruptions or changes., WWT has identified
867 terrestrial ecoregions, and approximately 450 freshwater ecoregions across the
Earth.

It is stated in the passage that inter-region floral differences are -----—-—-----—-— i

1) a matter vegetation changes in ecoregion terms

2) extreme in the Midwestern United States

3) of great significance in an ecosystem’s health

4) particularly emphasized in WWF ecoregions

In discussions of an ccoregion, all of the following are definitely included in the

characteristics of geographical phenomena gxeept -------------—-,
1) land usc patterns 2) vegelation
3) terrestrial fauna 4) hydrology

The passage points to the fact that, as tar as ccoregions are concerned, ———--—-—-oeeee,
1) natural communitics interact outside near borders

2) ecological dynamics play little role in their formation

3) they all share similar environmental conditions

4) there are more ecoregions on earth than in water

All of the following about ecoregions are correct except that they can ------—---------,
1) be inclusive of ecotones

2) provide weight-ot-evidence through algorithms

3) be categorized with a holistic approach

4) not be quite perfectly delineated

The word “assemblage’ in the passage (underlined) is closest to ------—--—-—-,

1) ‘organization’ 2) "protection’ 3) “formation’ 4) “collection’

PASSAGE 3:

An extinction event (also known mass extinction or biotic crisis) is a widespread and
rapid decrease in the biodiversity on Carth, Such an cvent is identified by a sharp change
in the diversity and abundance of multicellular organisms. It occurs when the rate of
extinction increases with respect to the rate of speciation. Estimates of the number of
major mass extinctions in the last 540 million years range from as few as five to more
than twenty. These differences stem from the threshold chosen for describing an
extinction event as ‘major’. I3ecause most diversity and biomass on Earth is microbial,
and thus difficult to measure, recorded extinction events affect the easily observed,
biologically complex component of the biosphere rather than the total diversity and
abundance of life. Extinction occurs at an uneven rate. Based on the fossil record. the
background rate of extinctions on Earth is about two to five taxonomic families of
marine animals every million vears. Marine fossils are mostly used to measure
extinetion rates becausce ol their superior fossil record and stratigraphic range compared
to land animals. The Great Oxygenation LEvent, which occurred around 2)45 billion
years ago, was probably the [irst major cxtinction cvent. Since the Cambrian cxplosion
five further major mass extinctions have significantly exceeded the background
extinetion raie. The most recent and arguably best-known, the Cretaccous—Palcogene
extinction event, which occurred approximately 66 million vears ago. was a large-scale
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mass extinction of animal and plant specics in a geologically short period of time. In
addition to the live major mass extinctions, there are numcrous minor ongs as well, and
the ongoing mass extinction caused by human activity is sometimes called the sixth
extinction. Mass extinctions seem to be a mainly Phanerozoic phenomenon, with
extinction rates low before large complex organisms arose.

26- Tt is stated in the passage that ---—--—-—--—--,
1) microbial biomass is difficult to calculate
2) extinction events occur at regular intervals
3) fossil records have many taxonomic families
4) extinction speeds arc normally predictable
27-  According to the passage, the Cretaccous-Palcogenc extinetion event oceurred long after

P sescumesiciisg
1) Greal Oxygenation Lvenl 2) sixth extinction
3) Cambrian cxplosion 4) Phancrozoic phenomenon

28- The passage points to the fact that it is more convenient to measure the extinction rate of

1) forest trecs 2) sca crealures
3) microorganisms 4) land animals
2%-  We understand from the passage that mass extinetion causcd by human activity -—------- .
|) happens at extremely consistent speciation rates
2) took place around eighteen thousand years ago
3) is considered one of the few major biotic crises
4y had initially little to do with multicellular life

30- The word ‘threshold’ in the passage (underlined) is closest to ----—-----—----- limit.
1) ‘lower” 2) ‘required’ 3) “ideal’ 4) *upper’
ot o gla Fosl
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