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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or the phirase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes cach sentence.
Then mark the answer on your auswer sheet,

1- It had not rained on the prairie for several months. Because of the drought, the climate
had become very ---------- s
1) unsteady 2) rigid 3) intense 4) arid

2-  Deserted for six months, the property began to look more like a jungle and less like a
residence—weed grew -------—-- in the front vard.
1) unchecked 2) unjustified 3) complicated 4) scanty

3- Can you please --——-—---—- this last part of the lesson for me; I’m not sure I understood.
1) recapitulate 2) identity 3) postulate 4) recount

4-  Gerry’s dissatisfaction with our work was --—--——--- in his expression, although he never
criticized us dircetly,
1) vulncrable 2) bright 3) implicit 4) humble

5 The world’s coal, oil and gas -----—---- arc finite; onc day they will run out, so think now
about what you can do to consume less,
1) appliances 2) deposils 3) rclics 4) amcnitics

6-  You arc recommended o use mnemonics to help you ----omoo-- important items of
information.
1) cnumcraie 2) cxpose 3) recall 4) withdraw

7-  The lifcspan of a mayfly is ---------- » lasting from a few hours to a couple of days.
1) imprecise 2) ephemeral 3) superlicial 4) swill

8-  His words to the press were deliberately -----------—-; he didn’t deny the reports but
n¢ither did he confirm them,
1) mutual 2) cssential 3) dogmalic 4) cquivocal

%-  Hundreds of people had come to see a popular satire, but during the performance a fire
started in the theater, and the audience and actors had to -———---- the building
immediately.
1) expel 2) cvacuale 3) disperse 4) detach

13- Computers have helped solve some of the mathematical --—-----—- which have puzzled
man for many centuries.
1) conundrums 2) caprices 3) artilacts 4) chronologics
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PART B: Cloze Test

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4} best fits each
space. Then mark the answer an your answer sheet.

When Newton arrived at Cambridge. the Scientific Revolution of the 17th century was
alrcady in [ull force. The heliocentric view of the universe—theorized by astronomers
Nicolaus Copernicus and Johannes Kepler, (11) ---------- refined by Galileo  was well
known in most European academic circles.

’hilosopher René Descartes had begun to formulate a new concept of nature

{(12) -=mmmmm-- an intricate, impersonal and inert machine. (13} ---------- . like most
universities in Europe, Cambridge was steeped (14) ---------- Aristotelian philosophy
and a view of nature resting on a geocentric view of the universe, {15) ---------- with

nature in qualitative rather than quantitative terms.

11- 1) and was later 2) and later 3) later was 4) which was later
12- 1) like 2) such as 3)as 4) the samc

13- 1) Although 2) As though 3) Because 4y Yel

14- 1)in 2) lor 3) with 4)of

15- 1) dealt 2) dealing 3) by dealing 4) and was dealt

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the hest

choice (1), (2), (3}, or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

'The question of why some words evolve rapidly through time while others are
preserved - often with the same meaning in multiple languages - has long plagued
linguists. T'wo independent teams of researchers have tackled this question from
different angles, each arriving at a remarkably similar conclusion.

“I'he frequency with which specific words are used in evervday language exerts a
general and law-like influence on their rates of evolutions™, writes Mark Pedal, author
of two studies published this week.

Anvone who has tried to learn English will have been struck by its excess of
stubbornly irregular verbs, which render gramimatical rules unreliable. The past tense
of regular verbs is formed by adding the suffix -ed'. but this luxury is not afforded to
their irregular kin, Over time, however, some irregular verbs ‘regularize’. For instance,
the past tense of 'help” used to be 'holp', bul now it is "helped’.

Mathematician Frez Licberman, from [Harvard University in Massachusctts, US,
performed a quantitative study of the rate at which Fnglish verbs such as ‘help' have
become more regular with time. Of the list of 177 irregular verbs they took from Old
English, only 98 are still irregular today. Amazingly. the changes they observed obey a
very precise mathematical description: the halt-life of an irregular verb is proportional
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17-
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20-

to the square root of its frequency. In other words, they lound that the more an
irregular verb is used, the longer 1t will remain irregular.

A separate group of academics, led by evolutionary biologist Mark Pagel from the
University of Reading, in the UK, used a statistical modelling technique to study the
evolution of words from 87 different Indo-European languages.

“Throughout its 8.000-year history, all Indo-European-language speakers have used
a related sound to communicate the idea of 'two' objects - duo. due, deux, dos, etc."
Pagel commented. “But.” he adds, "there are many different and unrelated sounds for
the idea of, for example. a bird- uccello, oiseau, pouli, pajaro, vogel, etc”.

Both studies intended to answer ---—-----—--- :

1) why languages become more regular over time

2) how language aflected the evolution of humans

3) why some words change while others persist over time

4) why certain words have similar meanings in dilTerent languages

A common finding of both studics is that -----—------ ;

1) old English had more irregular verbs

2) all irregularities became regular over long periods of time

3) words that are frequently used change from generation to generation
4) the more frequently a word is used, the less likely it is to change over time
Why does the author mention the word “help” in paragraph 3?

1) To illustrate a regular English verb

2) To exemplify an irregular verb that became regular

3) To provide an example of an Old English verb

4) To show that ‘-ed’ is not added to the past form of some English verbs

The word “which” in paragraph 4 refers to --—-----—--- A

1) ratc 2) study

3) verbs 4) Harvard University

What word seems to have a common origin in Indo-European languages?
1) Bird 2) Two 3) Idea 4) Sound
PASSAGE 2:

Cunciform script originated during the fourth millennium BCE in ancient Sumer. Tt is
one of the oldest writing systems that we know of. There are between half a million
and two million cuneiform tablets in existence today. Most of them lay in storage,
unread. There are simply not enough people who can read them.

The script was used to write several different related ancient languages, finally
falling out of favour at the beginning of the Common Era. The first type of cuneiform
to be deciphered was Old Persian. A French scholar, Eugene Burnouf, and his friend
Christian Lassen, both claim to have deciphered the Old Persian letters, assisted by a
list of ancient Persian satatrapies (provinces) on a cuneiform inscription from
Persepolis. Regardless of who got there first, they both made significant contributions
to undersianding the script.

An Last India company officer named Henry Rawlinson completed the puzzle
when he found the Bcehistun inscriptions in 1835, The Bchistun inscriptions arc
basically the cunciform version of the Rosetla Stone. Created by the Persian king
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Darius the Greal, they contain the same lext written in three different languages: Old
Persian, Flamite and Babylonian,

So. once Persian cuneiform was deciphered. it was much easier to decipher the
Babylonian script. By 1857 the code was cracked. as the four men who were able to
read the script (Rawlinson, Edward Hincks. Julius Oppert and William Henry Fox)
met in London for a translation showdown. The result? 4 closely matching translations
and an ancient language rediscovered.

According to paragraph 1, the majority of cuneiform tablets --—-----——-- .

1) ever written exist today

2) were written in ancient Sumer

3) contain undeciphered language

4y arc translated into dillerent languages

Pcople have ceased to write in cunciform sinee -——----—————,

1) Old Persian was deciphered 2) the Persian Kmpire

3) the Common Tira 4) 4000 BCIL

All of the following are true about deciphering (Ud Persian EXCEPT —-ccccceeeeee .

1) it was first deciphered when a tablet created by Darius the (sreat was found

2) it was understood with the aid of names of ancient Persian satatrapies

3) it was the first cuneiform script that was deciphered

4) two people claim to have deciphered it

What can be inferred from paragraph 3 about the Rosetta Stone?

1} [ts writing script resembled that of the Behistun inscriptions.

2) It is the oldest text written in ditferent languages.

3) It was discovered in 1835.

43 It was nol wrillen in cunciform.

How did an understanding of Persian cunciform facilitate deciphering the Babylonian

seript?

1) The instructions (or understanding Babylonian were wrillen in Old Persian.

2) The Behistun inscriptions contained the same text in Old Persian and Babylonian.

3) Pergian cuncilorm and Babylonian cunciform arc basically the same language.

4y The experienee of deciphering Old Persian helped the same scholars crack Babylonian
more easily.

PASSAGE 3:

Following the conguest of Bactria by Alexander the Greal in 323 BC. for aboutl two
centuries (Greek was the administrative language of his Ilellenistic successors, that is.
the Seleucid and the (Greco-Bactrian kingdoms. Fastern Scvthian tribes (the Saka. or
Sacaraucae of (ireek sources) invaded the territory around 140 BC, and at some time
after 124 BC, Bactria was overrun by a confederation of tribes belonging to the Great
Yuezhi and Tokhari. In the st century AD. the Kushana - one of the Yuezhi tribes -
tounded the ruling dvnasty ot the Kushan Empire.

The Kushan Empire initially retained the Greek language for administrative
purposes, bul soon began (0 use Bacirian. The Bactrian Rabalak  Inscription
{discovered in 1993 and deciphered in 2000} records that the Kushan King Kanishka
{c. 127 AD) discarded Greek (Ionian) as the language ol administration and adopied
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Bactrian ("Arya language”). The Greek language accordingly vanished from ofTicial
usc and only Bactrian was later attested. The Greek seript however remained and was
used to write Bactrian.

'The tetritorial expansion of the Kushans helped propagate Bactrian in other parts of
Central Asia and North India.

In the 3rd century. the Kushan territories west of the Indus niver fell to the
Sasanians, and Bactrian began to be influenced by Middle Persian. Next to Pahlavi
script and (occasionally) Brahmi script. some coinage of this period is still in
Greco-Bactrian script. Beginning in the mid-4th century, Bactria and northwestern
India yiclded te the Hephthalite tribes, The Hephthalite period is marked by linguistic
diversity and in addition o Bactriun, Middle Pcersian, North Indo-Arvan and Latin
vocabulary is also atiesied. The Tlephthalites ruled their territories until the 7th century
when they were overrun by the Arabs, alier which the official use of Bactrian ccased.
Although Bactrian briefly survived in other usage. that too cventually ceased, and the
latest known examples of the Bactrian seript. found in the Tochi Valley in Pakistan.
date to the end of the 9th century.

What is the main function of the passage?

1) T'o provide a histery of Bactrian

2) To illustrate the territorial expansion of the Kushans
3) To explain the effect of Greek on Iranian languages
4y To trace the origins of Middle Persian

According to paragraph 1, the Kushan Empire was cstablished by -——--—-—--,
1) a Yuezhi tribe 2) Lastern Scythian tribes
3) a conlederation ol tribes 4) the Great Yuczhi and Tokhari

Which of the following is true ahout the use of Greek in the Kushan Empire?

1) It remained the spoken language used among peoplc.

2) Kanishka made it the ofTicial language of Bactria.

3) [t was replaced by Bactrian and left ne trace in Bactria anymore.

4) [t was the administrative language at first, but later only its script was retained.
It can be understand from paragraph 4 that Bactrian ~-—-------—-,

1) influenced Pahlavi and Brahmi seripts

2) was discarded as the language of administration by the Sasanians

3) remained in use in Bactria during the Sasanian and Hephthalite periods

4) was retained by Arabs as the administrative language of Bactria

The word “diversity” in paragraph 4 is closest in meaning to --—--—--—--—-,
1) attraction 2) variety
3) contrast 4 liberation
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