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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or the phirase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes cach sentence.
Then mark the answer on your auswer sheet,

1- It had not rained on the prairie for several months. Because of the drought, the climate
had become very ---------- s
1) unsteady 2) rigid 3) intense 4) arid

2-  Deserted for six months, the property began to look more like a jungle and less like a
residence—weed grew -------—-- in the front vard.
1) unchecked 2) unjustified 3) complicated 4) scanty

3- Can you please --——-—---—- this last part of the lesson for me; I’m not sure I understood.
1) recapitulate 2) identity 3) postulate 4) recount

4-  Gerry’s dissatisfaction with our work was --—--——--- in his expression, although he never
criticized us dircetly,
1) vulncrable 2) bright 3) implicit 4) humble

5 The world’s coal, oil and gas -----—---- arc finite; onc day they will run out, so think now
about what you can do to consume less,
1) appliances 2) deposils 3) rclics 4) amcnitics

6-  You arc recommended o use mnemonics to help you ----omoo-- important items of
information.
1) cnumcraie 2) cxpose 3) recall 4) withdraw

7-  The lifcspan of a mayfly is ---------- » lasting from a few hours to a couple of days.
1) imprecise 2) ephemeral 3) superlicial 4) swill

8-  His words to the press were deliberately -----------—-; he didn’t deny the reports but
n¢ither did he confirm them,
1) mutual 2) cssential 3) dogmalic 4) cquivocal

%-  Hundreds of people had come to see a popular satire, but during the performance a fire
started in the theater, and the audience and actors had to -———---- the building
immediately.
1) expel 2) cvacuale 3) disperse 4) detach

13- Computers have helped solve some of the mathematical --—-----—- which have puzzled
man for many centuries.
1) conundrums 2) caprices 3) artilacts 4) chronologics
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PART B: Cloze Test

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4} best fits each
space. Then mark the answer an your answer sheet.

When Newton arrived at Cambridge. the Scientific Revolution of the 17th century was
alrcady in [ull force. The heliocentric view of the universe—theorized by astronomers
Nicolaus Copernicus and Johannes Kepler, (11) ---------- refined by Galileo  was well
known in most European academic circles.

’hilosopher René Descartes had begun to formulate a new concept of nature

{(12) -=mmmmm-- an intricate, impersonal and inert machine. (13} ---------- . like most
universities in Europe, Cambridge was steeped (14) ---------- Aristotelian philosophy
and a view of nature resting on a geocentric view of the universe, {15) ---------- with

nature in qualitative rather than quantitative terms.

11- 1) and was later 2) and later 3) later was 4) which was later
12- 1) like 2) such as 3)as 4) the samc

13- 1) Although 2) As though 3) Because 4y Yel

14- 1)in 2) lor 3) with 4)of

15- 1) dealt 2) dealing 3) by dealing 4) and was dealt

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the hest
choice (1), (2), (3}, or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

Publishers are closely monitoring the sales of printed books and e-books these days in
order to adapt to an ever-changing market. Bearing in mind that today's children will
be the consumers of the future; it is the under-18s that interest them most. Market
research is carried out in this age group on a regular basis and new data suggests that
this segment faces some very special challenges.

The first survey was conducted online among a thousand parents of children from
the ages of zere to twelve. Disappointingly for digital booksellers, e-books still make
up only 11% of children's books. There are several reasons for this. First. a child needs
to own a digital device to be able to read an e-book. The survev found that while 27%
of the kids of parents in the survey had their own computer and 25% owned a
smarlphone, only 7% currently posscssed an c-reader. These [igures are likely 1o
increasc in the [wure, however, as more children have access (o a reading device. The
parents in the survey said that they oflen share their digital devices with their kids and
they are starting to hand them down when they upgrade Lo a newer model.

Another obstacle facing e-books in the children's market is the popularity of
traditional bookstores. 'These are still the number one source of discovery tor children's
books and more than 85% of books are bought on impulse. Parents often prefer
shopping in a bookstore because printed books are usually graded by age or level.
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They also make colorful presents [or voung children, while e-books lack the visual and
tactile appeal. On the other hand, the rescarch showed that the look and feel ol a book
becomes less important as children grow older. Seven- to twelve-year-olds say that
e-books are "tun and cool” and they encourage them to read more, despite the fact that
their parents would prefer them to read printed books.

What does the passage primarily discuss?

1} The position of e-books in the children’s market

2) Reasons for the popularity of e-books among today's children
3) How publishers can help improve children’s reading skills

4) A survey on parents’ attitudes to children’s reading materials

The word “them™ in paragraph 1 refers to ——--——-——-—-- g
1) children 2) publishcrs
3) consumcrs 4y the under-18s

According to the survey described in paragraph 2, the majority of children under twelve

1) do not have the equipment needed lor reading ¢-books

2) read most ol their ¢-books on computers and smart phones

3) do not want their parents to upgrade to newer models

4y use technology in a way that seems disappointing to their parents
The word “impulse” in paragraph 3 is closest in meaning to -----—------ :

1) desire 2) purpose
3) necessity 4) attraction
The passage states that traditional bookstores ---—-----——-,

1) have started to fall out of fashion

2) appeal to parents due to several reasons

3) offer the best presents to voung children

4y target their products towards a cerlain age group

PASSAGE 2:

There arc no compulsory standardized (ests in Finland, apart (rom onc cxam at the cnd
ol students' senior year In high school. There 1s no competition between students,
schools or regions. Tinland’s schools are publicly funded. The people in the
government agencics running them, [rom national officials 1o local authoritics, arc
educators rather than business people or politicians. Every school has the same
national goals and draws Irom the same pool of university-trained cducators. The
result is that a I'innish child has a good chance of getting the same quality education
no matter whether he or she lives in a rural village or a university town.

It is almost unheard of for a child to show up hungry to school. Finland provides
three vears of maternity leave and subsidized day care to parents. and preschool for all
five-year-olds. where the emphasis i1s on socializing. In addition, the state subsidizes
parents. paying them around 150 euros per month for every child until he or she turns
17. Schools provide food, counseling and taxi service if needed. Health care is even
[ree [or students taking degree courses.

Finland's schools were nol always a4 wondcer. For the [rst hall of the twenticth
century, only the privileged gol a quality cducation. Bul in 1963, the Finnish
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Parliament made the bold decision 1o choose public education as the best means of
driving the cconomy forward and out ol recession. Public schools were organized into
one system of comprehensive schools for ages 7 through 16. Teachers from all over
the nation contributed to a national curriculum that provided guidelines. not
prescriptions, for them to refer to. Besides Finnish and Swedish {the country's second
official language), children started learning a third language (English 1s a favorite)
usually beginning at age nine. The equal distribution of equipment was next. meaning
that all teachers had their fair share of teaching resources to aid learning.

According to the passage, Finnish students ---------——-- 5

1) receive quality education only in some regions

2) arc nol [orced o take any standardized tests at all

3) arc given @ generous allowance cvery month

4) do not compele with their peers

The passage states that Finland’s schools ——-—emeeeq,

1) emphasize the importance of socializing in all grades

2) arc under the direct influenee of business people

3) are run by teachers who work in the government agencies

4) have alwayvs been successtul

What is the main topic of paragraph 27

1} Finland's subsidy system

2) How a specific country and its schools support children

3) What steps other countries should take to look like Finland in terms of educational
support

4y Several unheard facts about schools in Finland

It is implicd in the passage that in the second half of the twenticth century, ——--—-—-—-- .

1) Finland’s public schools were divided into various sysiems

2) relorms were brought about in Finland’s public cducation

3) children aged 7 through 16 were given an optional language course

4) Finnish tecachers complained about the uncqual distribution ol teaching resources

Which of the following is true about the Finnish curriculum?

') [t has gained worldwide acclaim.

2) [t depended on collaborative work.

3) [t was developed by the privileged in 1965.

4) [t was an inevitable result of Finland’s booming economy.

PASSAGE 3:

According to the great English lexicographer Samuel Johnson, knowledge is of two
kinds. We know a subject ourselves or we know where we can find information upon
it. In the information-driven world we now inhabit. the latter has assumed a much
greater level of importance.

At the tume of the European Renaissance, which spanned the fourteenth. fifteenth
and sixtcenih centurics, 1t was considered possible [or the cducated, well-read man, the
so-called Renaissance man, (o possess the sum total of human knowledge, Admittedly,
the body of knowledge then available was restricted, being held [irmly in check by
several important (actors: the paucity of books in circulation at that time; the difficulty

forum.konkur.in



www.konkur.in

§ azeiuo 429F (118 05) gl (230 § @ledbt ple s game

26-

27-

28-

29-

ol acquiring copics of the texts; the need to copy texts by hand; and the cost of doing
50, The example ol Lupus of Ferricres' scarch lor the Ars rhetorica of Forunatus in
the ninth century was repeated acain and acain thronghout the [atin West until the

momentous advent of printing in the middle of the fifteenth century. Printed books saw
the end of some of the practical limitations placed on the spread of human knowledge.

‘The first revolution in information technology had begun.

Renaissance man was rapidly left behind by this development; and. henceforth. it
would be increasingly difficult for the educated man to cope with the expansion of
knowledge that flowed through Europe via the medium of movable type.

In today's world, the scenario could hardly be more diflerent. The most well-read
individual, whom wc could legiumately call information man, or ~omo sciens. would
certainly be considerably more knowledgeable than Renaissance man. Yet, because of
the ever-expanding increase in the sum total ol human knowledge over the later hall
ol the last millennium, and the changes in the world ol icchnology, casy access 1o
information has reduced the stature of the educated individual. All that he can hope to
be now is an expert in a narrow field. not the all-knowing polymath of vesteryear.

What is the author’s main purpose in the passage?

1) T'o introduce facts about the advent of printing

2) l'o suggest that Johnson's classification of knowledge is irrelevant

3) To contrast today’s well-educated man with that of vestervear

4y To discuss the approach that the Renaissance man took to learning knowledge

According to the passage, in the information-driven world -----—------- ]

1) the stature of the educated man is likely to grow

2) analyzing Johnson's words [rom a modern perspective has gained greater importance

3) even all-knowing polymaths cannot define some dimensions of knowledge

4) knowing where we can [ind information about a subject is more imporiant than
knowing a subject itscll

Which of the following is NO'T mentioned in the passage as one of the reasons why the

body of knowledge was limited in the Renaissance?

1) That copying texts by hand was expensive

2) That a small number of books were available

3) That books in circulation needed to be proofread

4) That it was tough to obtain copies of texts

Which of the following best describes the function of the underlined sentence in

paragraph 27

1) [t points out certain shortcomings in a 1 5-century advancement.

2) [t provides an example of a concept discussed later in the paragraph.

3) It describes a search carried out in the ninth century which led to the advent of printing.

4y It implies that the emergence of printing put an end to a difficulty previously

experienced.
The word “legitimately™ in paragraph 4 could be replaced by --—-------—--,
1) originally 2) commonly
3) lawlully 4) variously
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